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Democrats for the 57 to 38 vote, backing the rider to the $21 billion military pro¬ 
curement authorization bill calling for withdrawal of U.S. troops from Southeast 
Asia within six months. 

October 2 

CAMBODIA: Hostilities in the Mekong Delta flare up near Kien Thien, leaving 16 
North Vietnamese and 18 South Vietnamese dead. 

October 3 

South VIETNAM: President Thieu is elected to another four-year term in office in an 
election in which he is the only candidate (all other candidates boycott the election, 
claiming that it is rigged). He receives 94.3 percent of the votes cast as 87 percent of the 
nation’s eligible voters turn out, according to official accounts. The election is marked 
by protests from students, veterans, and Buddhist groups. In a campaign designed to 
disrupt the balloting, Communist gunners fire three rockets into Saigon, killing three 
civilians. Throughout the country, Communist attacks accompany the election. 

October 7 

Air WAR: In the most intensive air strike on NVA bunkers and artillery sites in over 
a year, U.S. B-52s drop nearly 1,000 tons of bombs on enemy targets near Krek in 
Cambodia and around the South Vietnamese city of Tay Ninh. 

October 8 

Ground WAR: In Thua Thien Province, Operation lefferson Glen involving the U.S. 
101st Airborne Division in coordination with the South Vietnamese 1st Infantry 
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Division ends after 399 days. It is the last major operation in which U.S. ground 
forces participate; the Allies report 2,026 enemy casualties during the operation. 
POWs: Staff Sergeant John V. Sexton, Jr., becomes the 22nd American prisoner to be 
freed by the VC in 10 years. As a “reciprocal gesture,” the U.S. releases a North Viet¬ 
namese officer in Cambodia, in the hope the move will spur the liberation of other 
U.S. POWs. On the previous day, a U.S. spokesman announced that two-thirds of 
the 1,618 U.S. servicemen reported missing are assumed dead. 

October 11 

USA - Government: Washington proposes free elections in South Vietnam to be 
organized by an independent body representing all political forces in the South, 
with Thieu resigning one month before elections. 

Ground War: Several U.S. soldiers at Fire Support Base Pace near the Cambodian 
border refuse to go out on a night combat patrol. The command is cancelled when it 
becomes known that a South Vietnamese unit is already performing the mission. 

October 15 

USA - Government: Senator Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.) demands that the Pen¬ 
tagon investigate the issues arising from a petition submitted by 65 U.S. soldiers 
stationed at Fire Support Base Pace who say they had been ordered to carry out 
border combat missions contrary to stated U.S. policy. 

October 16-22 

Cambodia: General Lon Nol suspends the Cambodian National Assembly and 
announces that he will rule by executive decree. He says that he is doing so because 
the “sterile game of democracy” is hampering the war-torn country in its fight 
against the Communists. On October 22, Lon Nol abolishes constitutional rule after 
declaring a state of emergency. Despite these moves, the U.S. government declares 
its continuing support for the Phnom Penh government. 

October 18 

Air War: A U.S. warplane mistakenly drops two 500-pound bombs on a South 
Vietnamese troop base at Thieng Hon, near the Cambodian border, leaving 18 
ARVN soldiers dead and seven others wounded. 

October 20 

CAMBODIA: More than 2,500 South Vietnamese troops begin a drive against an esti¬ 
mated 1,600-2,000 Communists north of Krek in Cambodia. On October 28, Sai¬ 
gon will report that the enemy has withdrawn before the ARVN troops and armored 
units could engage them. 

October 27-29 

CAMBODIA: Fighting intensifies as Cambodian government forces battle with VC 
and NVA troops northeast of Phnom Penh; the most significant engagements occur 
around the provincial capitals of Kompong Thom and Rumlong. The Communists 
begin a siege of these garrisons after their demolition frogmen destroy a crucial Route 
6 bridge, thus severing supply lines for the 20,000 Cambodians on the northeast 
front. Some 400 government soldiers are reported dead as a result of the combat. 
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October 29 

USA - Military: The total number of U.S. troops remaining in Vietnam drops to 
196,700—the lowest level since January 1966. 

October 31 

South Vietnam: Nguyen Van Thieu is sworn in for his second four-year term 
amid massive security precautions. To mark the occasion, Thieu releases 2,938 VC 
POWs. 

November 2 

CAMBODIA: Government forces lift the siege of Prakham, northeast of Phnom Penh. 
The Communists, who had surrounded the village for over a week, withdraw, leav¬ 
ing behind 291 dead. 

November 3 

Ground War: A thousand South Vietnamese troops begin a drive against Com¬ 
munist infiltration routes, southwest of Kompong Traket, that lead toward Saigon. 

November 7 

CAMBODIA: Ten government troops die in a Communist attack on Bam Nal, 70 
miles northwest of Phnom Penh. 

November 10 

Cambodia: Communist forces bombard Phnom Penh airport, killing 25 persons 
and wounding 30. Nine airplanes are damaged in the attack. At the same time, 
another North Vietnamese unit attacks a radio transmission facility nine miles to 
the northwest, leaving 19 Cambodians dead. 

November 12 

USA - Government: President Nixon states that an additional 45,000 American 
troops will leave South Vietnam during December and January, saying that U.S. 
ground forces are now in a defensive role and all offensive action is being under¬ 
taken entirely by South Vietnamese forces. He further states that 80 percent of the 
forces in Vietnam when he took office have come home, and that U.S. casualties 
have dropped to less than 10 a week 

November 13 

Air WAR: Predicting a major North Vietnamese drive down the Ho Chi Minh Trail 
into Laos and Cambodia, Saigon military spokesmen report a massive Communist 
buildup of supplies near the Ben Karai and Mu Gia passes in North Vietnam. Intel¬ 
ligence photographs also reveal extensive road repair activity and new antiaircraft 
emplacements. In response to the threat, U.S. B-52s step up air raids against Com¬ 
munist strongholds in Cambodia, Laos, and South Vietnam. 

Ground War: At a Central Highlands fire support base near Pleiku, the South Viet¬ 
namese defenders ward off an assault by some 600 Communists, killing 163 North 
Vietnamese and Viet Cong. ARVN losses total 29 dead and 32 wounded. 
CAMBODIA: Government forces incur heavy losses as the siege of Rum Long turns 
into a rout. After almost three weeks of siege, the 400 Cambodian defenders are 
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forced to flee, but only 30 reach safety. The others are either captured or killed. In 
addition, some 400 other Cambodians die as their two reinforcing battalions make 
an unsuccessful attempt to break through the Communist encirclement to assist 
the defenders. 

November 16 

CAMBODIA: As the fighting gets closer to Phnom Penh, the United States steps up its 
air activities in support of the Cambodian government. U.S. helicopter gunships strike 
at North Vietnamese emplacements at Tuol Leap, 10 miles north of Phnom Penh. 

November 17 

Thailand: Citing “the increasing threat to national security,” Prime Minister Kit- 
tikachorn of Thailand seizes complete power, suspending constitutional rule and 
imposing martial law. Backed by military and civilian leaders described as a “revo¬ 
lutionary council,” Kittikachorn pledges to continue Thailand’s pro-U.S. and anti- 
Communist policy. 

November 19 

Cambodia: Cambodians appeal to Saigon for help as Communists get closer to 
Phnom Penh. Saigon officials reveal that in the previous week, an eight-person Cam¬ 
bodian delegation flew to the South Vietnamese capital to officially request South 
Vietnamese artillery and engineer support for beleaguered government troops. 
USA - Domestic: In Washington, the U.S. National Conference of Catholic Bishops 
issues its most forceful resolution to date opposing the Vietnam War. 

November 22 

Ground War: Large-scale South Vietnamese offensive (about 25,000 troops) 
begins against a reported 5,000 Communists in the Mekong Delta between the U 
Minh Forest and the Ca Mau Peninsula, but they encounter only light resistance. 
CAMBODIA: About 25,000 South Vietnamese troops, aided by 2,500 Cambodians, 
begin a major offensive against the North Vietnamese around Phnom Penh, as the 
Khmer Rouge close in on the capital. The drive is aimed at an area near Chup, 
reportedly the headquarters for three NVA divisions and several supply depots, and 
encounters only light resistance through November 30. 

November 23 

Cambodia: U.S. B-52 bombers, helicopter gunships, and other aircraft intensify 
their strikes on Communist targets in support of the major South Vietnamese 
offensive in Cambodia. Despite a prohibition against any U.S. ground presence in 
Cambodia, U.S. advisory personnel are sighted in Krek and Phnom Penh. 

November 27 

Ground War: Some 15,000 South Vietnamese begin a new drive in the Central 
Highlands aimed at Communist bases there. The United States provides artillery 
and air support, losing three helicopters to enemy fire. 

November 29 

USA - MILITARY: The Americal Division, including the 11th Infantry and 198th 
Infantry Brigades, is deactivated. 
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December 

Australia: The last troops of the Royal Australian Regiment depart South Vietnam. 

December 1-11 

CAMBODIA: The situation worsens as Communists renew their attacks on govern¬ 
ment positions, forcing the retreat of Cambodian forces from Ba Ray, six miles 
northeast of Phnom Penh and from nearby Kampong Thmar. As their resistance 
deteriorates, the Cambodian government issues a plea for intensified U.S. and South 
Vietnamese air support. On December 2, the North Vietnamese overrun Cambo¬ 
dian forces trying to reopen Route 6. Nearly half of the 20,000-man government 
contingent flees, as hundreds die. The Communists regain control of a 30-mile 
stretch of Route 6, cutting off thousands of refugees and some 10,000 government 
troops in the northern Kampong Thmar area. On December 6, the Cambodian 
forces abandon the village of Bat Do Cung, 16 miles north of Phnom Penh, leaving 
some 50 dead. On the same day, Hanoi Radio reports that the Cambodians have lost 
some 12,000 fighting men in the past week’s action. On December 7, Communist 
gunners renew their shelling of Phnom Penh, firing three rockets into the capital 
and eight rockets into the international airport. The next day the battle continues 
nine miles from Phnom Penh as 1,000 government troops try to hold back the 
North Vietnamese near the hamlet of Sre Ngei. The capital is inundated by refugees 
from the surrounding villages. Although on December 9 the Cambodian forces 
are successful in recapturing Kleah Sanday, 10 miles south of Phnom Penh, two 
days later they are forced to abandon the Pnom Baset garrison overlooking Phnom 
Penh’s northern defense perimeter, eight miles outside the city. 

December 6 

Laos: Two North Vietnamese battalions capture the strategic town of Saravane and 
its air strip at Ban Khot north of the Boloven Plateau. 

December 7 

Cambodia: Communist gunners fire rockets into Phnom Penh. 

December 9 

Negotiations: For the first time since the Paris peace talks began, both sides fail to 
set another meeting date after the 138th session. The standoff is spurred by the Com¬ 
munist refusal to accept a proposal by chief U.S. delegate William Porter that calls for 
a week’s break in the talks. Both sides announce on December 28 that they will not 
attend the next scheduled meeting. The cancellation makes it the third meeting to be 
called off in a month. Earlier, Porter had angered the opposite side by postponing the 
next session of the conference until December 30, to give Hanoi and the Viet Cong 
an opportunity to develop a “more constructive approach” at the talks. 

CAMBODIA: Refugees from outlying settlements pour into Phnom Penh as the Com¬ 
munists push closer and closer to the capital. 

December 14 

CAMBODIA: About 6,000 South Vietnamese, aided by 4,000 Cambodian troops and 
by intensive U.S. activity, capture Chup, a sanctuary for the North Vietnamese 7th 



386 Vietnam War Almanac 


1971 


and 9th Divisions. The reported 9,000 North Vietnamese stationed there vanish. 
This achievement follows several days of bloody battle near the hamlet of Dam Be 
that left a reported 167 Communists dead. Viet Cong radio reports that the South 
Vietnamese lost 500 men at Dam Be, while Saigon places the total at 14. On Decem¬ 
ber 17, the South Vietnamese abandon Chup, other former Communist bases in the 
area, and the leveled town of Suong in order to consolidate their position. 

December 16 

Air War: It is announced that 8,053 U.S. aircraft have now been lost in the conflict. 

December 17 

CAMBODIA: Government positions in Prak Ham, 40 miles north of Phnom Penh, 
and their 4,000-man Taing Kauk base are the targets of continuing heavy bom¬ 
bardment by encircling Communist forces. The Prak Ham siege is lifted four days 
later. As the Communists continue to encircle Phnom Penh in the face of weakened 
Cambodian resistance, demonstrations inside the capital break out against the Lon 
Nol regime. The government reacts by banning all such protests, as well as political 
meetings, and by authorizing police searches of private houses. 

War Crimes: Colonel Oran K. Henderson, the highest ranking officer to be tried over 
the My Lai massacre and subsequent cover-up, is acquitted of cover-up charges. 

December 18-19 

Air War: In the heaviest single-day loss since December 1967, three U.S. F-4 Phan¬ 
tom jets are lost over northern Laos and North Vietnam. One other jet is downed 
on the 19th. 

December 20-29 

Laos: A force of 15,000 NVA soldiers captures the strategic Plain of Jars, overrun¬ 
ning 6,000-7,000 Laotian defenders assisted by Thai irregulars. Both sides suffer 
heavy casualties, according to Laotian reports. On the 21st, the Communists begin a 
drive against the government base of Long Thieng, defended by CIA-recruited Meo 
tribesmen. On December 28, after a 12-hour mortar and ground attack, the North 
Vietnamese and their Pathet Lao allies seize the town of Pak Song, thus gaining 
control of the complete Boloven Plateau. But they leave the next day, and Laotian 
government forces move back into Pak Song. 

December 22 

USSR: In a blast that emphasizes the rift between the two Communist super powers, 
the Soviet Union accuses China of backing U.S. policies in Vietnam. 

December 23 

Laos: In Vientiane, American entertainer Bob Hope tries to negotiate with North 
Vietnamese authorities there for the release of U.S. POWs. His proposal suggests the 
payment of $10 million to a North Vietnamese children’s charity in exchange for the 
release of Communist-held POWs. 

December 23-25 

Ground War: Holiday truces go into effect as the Communists unilaterally 
announce a 72-hour Christmas truce for December 23-25, and the Allies proclaim 
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a 24-hour truce for December 24-25. According to Saigon sources, the Viet Cong 
commit 49 violations, and the Viet Cong charge allied forces with 170 violations. 
U.S. air strikes continue. 

December 26-28 

USA - Domestic: Flying the U.S. flag upside down from the crown of the Statue of 
Liberty, 15 antiwar Vietnam veterans barricade themselves inside the monument, 
but end their occupation early December 28, obeying a federal court order. In Wash¬ 
ington on December 28, over 80 antiwar veterans are arrested after clashing with 
police on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial. 

December 26-30 

Air War: In reaction to a North Vietnamese buildup, American planes attack air¬ 
fields and other military targets in the southern part of the country—the most 
extensive air operations against the Communists since the November 1968 bomb¬ 
ing halt. On December 27, Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird justifies the attacks by 
saying that the Communists have failed to live up to the agreements made prior to 
the 1968 halt. The raids are part of the effort to disrupt Communist preparations 
for an anticipated offensive during the Tet holidays of 1972. 

December 31 

Year-end Summary: U.S. military strength has declined to 156,800; more than 
177,000 American troops have returned home. American losses for the year are 
1,386 KIA, bringing the total number of American personnel killed in action to date 
to 45,626. Free World Military Forces personnel decline to 53,900. South Vietnam¬ 
ese armed forces strength increases to 1,046,250 personnel; 21,500 South Vietnam¬ 
ese military personnel were KIA this year, bringing the overall total to 156,260 South 
Vietnamese armed forces personnel killed in action to date. NVA/VC losses for the 
year are 97,000 KIA; total NVA/VC losses for the war since 1965 are estimated at 
more than 347,000. 

1972 

January 1 

Air War: U.S. warplanes make over 200 strikes on North Vietnamese supply lines in 
Cambodia and Laos. These are the initial strikes that will continue throughout the 
rest of the month. The intensification of the air war is largely an attempt to disrupt 
Communist preparations for an anticipated Tet (February 15) offensive. 

USA - Military: The army reports that between 1969 and 1971, more than 700 
fragging incidents have occurred, resulting in 82 deaths and 651 injured. 

January 2 

USA - Government: President Nixon announces that U.S. forces will continue 
to withdraw from South Vietnam, but that 25,000-35,000 U.S. troops will remain 
until the release of all U.S. POWs. He says that North Vietnamese negotiators in 
Paris “totally rejected” any consideration of POW release before a U.S. troop pullout 
deadline is announced. 
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Cambodia: Some 10,000 ARVN troops pull out of southeastern Cambodia to back 
up Saigon defenses for the expected Tet Offensive. 

January 3 

USA - Domestic: Senator George McGovern (D-S.D.), candidate for the Demo¬ 
cratic Party nomination for president, charges that the Nixon administration is 
using the POW issue to justify bombing of North Vietnam and the continued sup¬ 
port of the “corrupt” Thieu regime. 

Laos: Meo tribal forces loyal to the Laotian government evacuate Long Tien base, 
which has been under North Vietnamese artillery fire since December 31,1971; more 
than 500 men on each side have died in the previous month’s fighting in the area. 

January 6 

Negotiations: After a one-month lapse, official peace talks resume in Paris. The 
Communist delegation restates its position that the release of the POWs is depen¬ 
dent upon (1) the pullout of U.S. forces; (2) the withdrawal of U.S. support for the 
Thieu regime; and (3) cessation of the Vietnamization program, “a plot to with¬ 
draw U.S. troops but still continue the war of American aggression by puppet forces 
under U.S. direction and with U.S. support and supplies.” 

January 7 

Ground War: In the heaviest shelling of U.S. forces in six months, 18 Americans 
are wounded by a mortar attack on Fire Support Base Fiddler’s Green, 20 miles 
northeast of Saigon. 

CAMBODIA: An 1,800-man South Vietnamese force begins an operation in north¬ 
eastern Cambodia to disrupt Communist bases and capture supplies collected for 
the anticipated offensive. 

DIPLOMACY: India and North Vietnam expand diplomatic relations by upgrading 
their consulates in Hanoi and New Delhi to embassies. The United States and South 
Vietnam criticize the Indian action and challenge Indian membership in the Inter¬ 
national Control Commission (ICC), established at the 1954 Geneva Conference. 

January 8 

USA - Military: Defense Secretary Melvin Laird states that “from a military stand¬ 
point, the Vietnamization program has been completed.” 

January 10 

USA - Domestic: Former vice president Hubert Humphrey criticizes President 
Nixon, saying that it is taking longer for President Nixon to withdraw U.S. troops from 
Vietnam than it did to defeat Hitler and calls for an immediate end to the war. 
Ground War: Seven militiamen are wounded when Communists attack the Binh 
Thuan administration office six miles from Saigon. One U.S. soldier is killed and 
two wounded in the ambush of a patrol 24 miles northeast of Saigon. 

January 12 

Ground War: With 34 attacks against South Vietnamese military and civilians 
in the previous 24 hours, Communist attacks become more frequent than at any 
time since last October. The most serious attack occurs 90 miles southwest of Sai- 
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gon when VC ambush a 30-man platoon of South Vietnamese militiamen in the 
Mekong Delta. 

January 13 

USA - Government: President Nixon announces that 70,000 U.S. troops will leave 
South Vietnam over the next three months, reducing U.S. troop strength there 
by May 1 to 69,000 troops. Since taking office, Nixon has withdrawn more than 
400,000 American troops from Vietnam. U.S. combat deaths are down to less than 
10 per week. Nixon’s announcement comes in response to presidential challengers’ 
criticism that the president is pulling out troops but, by turning to airpower, is not 
ending U.S. involvement in Vietnam. 

January 16 

USA - Domestic: Religious leaders from 46 Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish 
denominations meet in Kansas City to discuss Vietnam; ultimately they ask the 
Nixon administration to withdraw all American troops from Vietnam and refuse 
aid to the Indochinese governments. 

January 17 

USA - Government: President Nixon warns President Thieu in a private letter that 
his refusal to sign any negotiated peace agreement would render it impossible for 
the United States to continue assistance to South Vietnam. 

Air War: Flying more than 200 strikes, U.S. planes hit supply routes and depots in 
Laos along the Ho Chi Minh Trail, in a continuing campaign against the anticipated 
Tet Offensive. 

January 18 

War Crimes: Seymour Hersh, winner of a Pulitzer Prize for his account of the My 
Lai massacre, reports that a secret investigation by the U.S. Army Criminal Inves¬ 
tigation Division has concluded that 347 civilians died at My Lai, a number “twice 
as large as has been publicly acknowledged.” Hersh also charges that the army is 
covering up an incident in which 90 civilians were murdered in the hamlet of My 
Khe 4 on the same day as the My Lai massacre. 

Air War: In the air war, a U.S. Navy fighter downs the first MiG in 22 months, deep 
inside North Vietnam. U.S. planes from bases in Thailand, South Vietnam, and 
aircraft carriers fly 250 sorties against targets in North Vietnam. 

January 20 

Ground War: In continued efforts to disrupt an anticipated Communist offensive, 
a contingent of more than 10,000 South Vietnamese troops begins a sweep 45 miles 
northwest of Saigon to find and destroy enemy forces. There is much speculation 
that the North Vietnamese will launch such an offensive around the Tet (Chinese 
New Year) holiday. 

Thailand: Thai government forces totaling 12,000 troops heavily armed with 
U.S. equipment, begin an operation against 150-200 Communist guerrillas 
defending a mountain base at Lom Sak in northeast Thailand, about 300 miles 
from Bangkok. 
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January 21 

Ground War: U.S. soldiers at Fire Base Melanie northeast of Saigon are report¬ 
edly angry and confused over administration statements that remaining soldiers in 
South Vietnam are in a “defensive” posture, not in combat. 

Air War: B-52s continue bombing suspected enemy supply dumps in the Central 
Highlands. 

January 25 

USA - Government: President Nixon, in response to criticism that his admin¬ 
istration has not made its best efforts to end the war, reveals that his National 
Security Advisor Henry Kissinger has held 12 secret peace negotiating sessions 
between August 4,1969, and August 16,1971, in Paris with Le Due Tho, a member 
of Hanoi’s Politburo, and/or Xuan Thuy, Hanoi’s chief delegate to the formal Paris 
peace talks. 

USA - DOMESTIC: Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Seymour Hersh claims that 
members of the army’s Americal Division destroyed documents to protect their 
officers involved in the My Lai murders. 

January 26 

North Vietnam: Radio Hanoi announces North Vietnam’s rejection of the latest 
U.S. peace proposal and presents a nine-point counterproposal. 

USA - Government: Henry Kissinger asserts that the abrupt removal of U.S. aid 
would guarantee the collapse of the Saigon regime. Remarks are made in response 
to North Vietnam’s continued insistence that the United States cease all support for 
the Thieu government and remove all U.S. equipment and arms in the possession 
of the South Vietnamese army. 

Air War: U.S. planes strike a radar and missile site near Dong Hoi, the 19th strike 
inside North Vietnam since the beginning of the year. 

January 27 

Ground War: A total of 116 Communist soldiers die during two heavy attacks in 
the Central Highlands and the Mekong Delta as the level of fighting rises across 
South Vietnam. 

January 28 

Ground War: Ten Americans are wounded when a resupply helicopter is badly 
shot up in fighting 13 miles southeast of Xuan Loc. 

Air War: U.S. planes make their 20th strike inside North Vietnam this year. 

January 31 

North Vietnam: In a communique charging President Richard Nixon and Henry 
Kissinger with “unilaterally” divulging the substance of the secret talks, creating the 
impasse at the secret meeting, and distorting the facts, North Vietnam publishes 
several sensitive documents, including the nine-point plan it submitted during the 
secret talks, its own version of the eight-point U.S. plan, a seven-point VC plan sub¬ 
mitted in 1971, and the text of messages concerning a November 20,1971, meeting 
that the United States cancelled. The documents point out two major differences 
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between the U.S. and North Vietnamese plans. Washington wants the withdrawal of 
all foreign forces from South Vietnam with the condition of an agreement in prin¬ 
ciple on a final solution, while Hanoi insists on the withdrawal of U.S. and Allied 
troops from all of Indochina without condition. Hanoi also wants the immediate 
resignation of the Thieu regime with elections held by a North Vietnamese-South 
Vietnamese-Viet Cong replacement government. 

February 

South Korea: The ROK Marine Brigade withdraws from Vietnam. 

February 1 

Ground WAR: South Vietnamese forces numbering 1,300 chase a 400-man Com¬ 
munist force into Cambodia. South Vietnamese troops make three separate drives 
into southeastern Cambodia to counter Communist infiltration into South Viet¬ 
nam and to disrupt preparations for Communist attacks into the Mekong Delta. 

February 3 

Negotiations: The PRG delegation presents a revised version of its seven-point 
July 1971 peace proposal, calling for South Vietnamese president Thieu’s resigna¬ 
tion in exchange for immediate discussion of political settlement, a specific date for 
total U.S. withdrawal from South Vietnam and release of all military and civilian 
prisoners, and an end to Saigon’s “warlike policy.” 

February 4 

Thailand: A force of 824 soldiers, the last of Thailand’s 12,000 troops who served 
in South Vietnam, departs. 

China: A statement affirming Chinese support for the Communist struggle in 
Indochina quotes Premier Zhou Enlai (Chou En-lai) as saying that China backs 
the seven-point VC proposal and will support the North Vietnamese and PRG until 
they achieve total victory. 

February 5 

Negotiations: The North Vietnamese formally reject President Nixon’s eight-point 
peace plan, which was submitted privately to the North Vietnamese delegation in 
Paris. 

February 7 

Laos: About 4,000 Laotian troops supported by U.S. airpower attempt to relieve 
the pressure on Long Tieng by attacking North Vietnamese forces who have been 
occupying the Plain of Jars in northern Laos since the end of 1971. After a month 
the North Vietnamese have the Laotians on the run; nevertheless, Laotian officials 
call the operation a success. 

February 9 

Air War: A series of over 100 U.S. air strikes begins against infiltration routes and 
suspected North Vietnamese buildups in the Central Highlands. 

Sea War: The aircraft carrier Constellation joins the carriers Coral Sea and Hancock 
off the coast of Vietnam. 
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February 10 

Ground War: Twenty-five rockets hit the U.S. air base at Danang and the city itself, 
killing three and wounding 17. At the same time, Communist guerrillas attack at 
three points 15 to 35 miles south of Danang. 

Negotiations: Formal weekly peace talks in Paris break down when the U.S. del¬ 
egation, to protest an antiwar rally set to begin in Versailles the next day, refuses to 
agree on a date for the next meeting. 

February 11 

Air War: U.S. and VNAF planes fly over 200 missions against targets in northern 
South Vietnam and the Central Highlands. 

February 12 

CAMBODIA: About 6,000 Cambodian troops launch a major operation to recapture 
the religious center of Angkor Wat from 4,000 North Vietnamese troops entrenched 
around the famous Buddhist temple complex, seized in June 1970. Fighting con¬ 
tinues throughout the month. Even with the addition of 4,000 more troops, the 
Cambodians are unsuccessful and will eventually abandon their efforts to expel the 
North Vietnamese. 

Air WAR: The heaviest U.S. air raids in two years strike Communist bases for a fifth 
day along the South Vietnamese/Laotian border. 

February 13 

Air War: U.S. B-52s fly 19 missions in 24 hours, the largest number for a 24-hour 
period since records began to be kept in June 1968. Targets are Communist infiltra¬ 
tion routes and bases west of Kontum, particularly North Vietnamese Army Base 
Area 609. 

February 16 

USA - Domestic: A Gallup poll finds that 52 percent of those interviewed approve 
of President Nixon’s handling of the war while 39 percent disapprove. 

Air WAR: It is announced that a U.S. “limited duration” air operation has begun to 
knock out North Vietnamese artillery positions in North Vietnam’s southernmost 
province. 

Ground War: John Paul Vann, chief U.S. official in Military Region II, claims 
that the Tet Offensive has begun in Binh Dinh Province. He estimates Communist 
strength in the Central Highlands at 35,000-60,000 troops. South Vietnamese and 
Allied troops in the region number 220,000. 

February 17 

Air War: Three U.S. planes are shot down by surface-to-air missiles during the 29- 
hour “limited duration” bombing of North Vietnam. 

Ground War: A battalion of the 18 th ARVN Division is ambushed near Long Giao 
in Long Khanh Province. One adviser is wounded. 

February 19 

POWs: Hanoi allows five U.S. airmen held in the North to send televised messages 
to their families from the International Club in Hanoi, in the presence of journalists 
and diplomats. 
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February 20 

Ground War: The Mekong Delta and Danang are the targets for more than 67 
Communist attacks over the weekend. These attacks result in heavy South Vietnam¬ 
ese casualties. Two Americans are killed and 10 wounded in attacks at Bien Hoa and 
Phan Rang air bases. 

February 21 

Diplomacy: President Nixon arrives in Beijing, announcing that this visit to the 
People’s Republic of China is “the week that changed the world.” In meeting with 
Nixon, Prime Minister Zhou Enlai (Chou En-lai) urges early peace in Vietnam, but 
does not endorse North Vietnam’s political demands. 

February 24 

Negotiations: Talks resume in Paris, but the Communists leave after only 17 min¬ 
utes to protest renewed U.S. bombing raids against the North. 

February 25 

Ground War: In a five-hour battle around a Communist bunker line 42 miles east of 
Saigon, U.S. troops clash with Communists in the biggest single engagement in nearly 
a year, resulting in four dead and 47 wounded, almost half the U.S. weekly casualties. 

February 27 

Diplomacy: In a joint communique released by China’s Zhou Enlai (Chou En-Lai) 
and President Nixon during the president’s visit to China, the United States reiter¬ 
ates its support of the eight-point proposal advocated by itself and South Vietnam 
in January and China announces its support of the seven-point proposal presented 
by the Viet Cong in February. The communique itself, although apparently present¬ 
ing conflicting sides, is reportedly the result of intense negotiations. 

February 29 

South Korea: South Korea pulls 11,000 troops out of Vietnam as part of its ongo¬ 
ing withdrawal program, leaving 37,000 Korean soldiers in South Vietnam. 

March 2-3 

Ground War: ARVN troops sweep the western Central Highlands to disrupt sus¬ 
pected Communist plans for an offensive; four Americans are wounded in a booby- 
trap explosion 20 miles northeast of Saigon. 

Air War: U.S. planes continue “protective reaction” strikes against antiaircraft batteries 
and radar sites as far as 120 miles of the DMZ while B-52s continue their fifth straight 
day of saturation raids against Communist positions in the Central Highlands. 

March 6 

Air War: More than 20 planes continue raids against antiaircraft installations 
inside North Vietnam. One MiG is shot down in an air battle over North Vietnam 
involving about a dozen U.S. planes and MiGs. 

March 7 

North Vietnam: Hanoi and VC radio announce that U.S. bombing in the North 
is striking “many populated areas”; U.S. command replies that all targets are anti¬ 
aircraft defenses. 
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Air War: U.S. jets battle five MiGs and shoot one down 170 miles north of the 
DMZ in the biggest air battle in Indochina in three years. The total of 86 U.S. air 
raids over North Vietnam to date this year equals the total for all of 1971. 

March 8-9 

DIPLOMACY: The U.S. government reports that, Chinese premier Zhou Enlai (Chou 
En-lai) on a secret visit to brief Hanoi on his meetings with President Nixon, declared 
that he refused to act as an intermediary for the United States in settling the war. 
Ground War: Communist rockets and mortar shells hit South Vietnamese bases 
at 10 points along the DMZ. Eight U.S. soldiers are wounded by a booby-trap nine 
miles south of Danang. 

Air War: U.S. planes hit antiaircraft defenses in North Vietnam and in the DMZ 
for the eighth straight day and continue to bomb below the DMZ around Danang 
and in the Central Highlands. 

March 10 

USA-Military: The 101st Airborne Division officially departs South Vietnam for 
Fort Campbell, Kentucky. 

March 11 

Laos: A 4,500-6,000-man North Vietnamese force threatens Long Tieng, after 
taking the village of Sam Thong, defended by a 4,000-man Thai force, seven 
miles to the northwest. Communist artillery closes the Long Tieng airstrip the 
next day; the opposing forces continue to battle for strategic ground about the 
base. 

March 12 

Australia: The First Task Force withdraws from Vietnam. 

March 16 

Ground War: Combined with VC shelling of Quang Ngai and a U.S. base camp 
the preceding day, Communist forces initiate 41 attacks in 24 hours, most against 
local militia units. 

March 17-18 

Ground War: ARVN troops supported by air and artillery kill 180 Communist 
troops as they push back an attack by hundreds of North Vietnamese in the area 
between Hue and the A Shau Valley. Over 400 North Vietnamese troops have been 
killed in the continuing South Vietnamese drive on the eastern edge of the valley. 
In the mountains west of Hue, ARVN forces succeed in preventing Communist 
forces from hitting lowland cities from their mountain bases, claiming 513 North 
Vietnamese killed in two weeks of this totally South Vietnamese operation, in which 
South Vietnamese troops sustain 86 killed and 186 wounded. 

CAMBODIA: A total of 8,000 South Vietnamese troops continue their drive into east¬ 
ern Cambodia. Although there is no significant engagement, tons of supplies are 
found. South Vietnamese troop strength in Cambodia will reach 10,000 over the 
next few days. 
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March 21 

CAMBODIA: More than 100 civilians are killed and 280 wounded as Communist 
artillery and rockets strike Phnom Penh and environs in the heaviest attack on that 
city since the beginning of the war in Cambodia in 1970. Following the shelling, a 
Communist force of 500 men attacks and enters Takh Mau, six miles southeast of 
Phnom Penh, killing at least 25 civilians. 

March 23 

Negotiations: At the direction of President Nixon the U.S. delegation to the peace 
talks announces an indefinite suspension of the conference until North Vietnamese 
and National Liberation Front representatives enter into “serious discussions” on 
concrete issues determined beforehand. When Washington calls for an end to the 
Communist offensive in Vietnam as a precondition to continuing the talks, the 
North Vietnamese and Viet Cong counter with a call for an end to U.S. bombing of 
both North Vietnam and South Vietnam, but then agree to talk without the cessa¬ 
tion of bombing. 


March 31 

Ground War: The firing of more than 5,000 
rockets, artillery, and mortar shells on 12 South 
Vietnamese positions just below the DMZ pre¬ 
cedes and accompanies ground assaults against 
South Vietnamese positions in Quang Tri Prov¬ 
ince. The attacks are thrown back, with 87 North 



North Vietnamese 
troops firing an 82 
mm mortar (Texas 
Tech University Vietnam 
Archive) 


March 28 

Air War: An AC-130 gunship is shot down over Muang Phine, Laos, resulting in 
the death of 14 airmen from the 16th Special Operations Squadron. 


March 30 

Ground War: A major coordinated Communist offensive begins with the biggest 
North Vietnamese drive since the Tet Offensive of 
1968. North Vietnamese troops attack South Viet¬ 
namese bases and towns along the DMZ, herald¬ 
ing the eventual participation of 500 tanks and 14 
divisions plus 26 separate regiments of North Viet¬ 
namese regular troops—150,000 men—as well as 
thousands of Viet Cong, supported by heavy rocket 
and artillery fire. The March 30 attacks along the 
DMZ from Dong Ha to the mountains near Khe 
Sanh mark the first Communist use of long-range 
artillery along the DMZ. This action proves to be 
the opening phase of the Nguyen Hue Campaign 
or, as it will become more popularly known, the 
NVA Easter Offensive. Thirty-five South Vietnam¬ 
ese soldiers die and hundreds of civilians and sol¬ 
diers are wounded. 
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Vietnamese killed, but eventually South Vietnamese firebases Fuller, Mai Loc, Hol¬ 
comb, Pioneer, and two smaller bases near the DMZ are abandoned as the North 
Vietnamese push the defenders back toward their rear bases. Attacks against three 
bases west of Saigon force the South Vietnamese to abandon six outposts. 

April 

Air War: U.S. planes bomb North Vietnamese troop formations in South Vietnam 
and north of the DMZ; demonstrations in the United States protest the bombings. 

April 1 

Ground War: Following three days of the heaviest artillery and rocket bombard¬ 
ment of the war, 12,000-15,000 soldiers of Hanoi’s 304th Division, supported by 
artillery and antiaircraft units equipped with SAM-2 surface-to-air missiles equal¬ 
ing another division, sweep across the DMZ and rout the ARVN 3rd Division, driv¬ 
ing them toward their rear bases. The Communist ground objectives are apparently 
Quang Tri City, capital of Quang Tri Province, and then to advance on Hue and 
Danang farther to the south. With the new offensive, Hanoi hopes to (1) impress 
the Communist world and its own people with its determination; (2) capitalize on 
U.S. antiwar sentiment and possibly hurt President Nixon’s chances for reelection; 
(3) prove “Vietnamization and pacification” a failure; (4) damage South Vietnamese 
forces and the Thieu regime’s stability; (5) gain as much territory as possible before 
a possible truce; and (6) accelerate negotiations on its own terms. 

Air War: The U.S. Navy’s last in-country combat unit—Light Attack Squadron 
4—withdraws from Vietnam. 

April 2-4 

Ground War: The 304th NVA Division supported by Soviet tanks and heavy artillery 
takes the northern half of Quang Tri Province, leaving only Quang Tri City, the com¬ 
bat base, and Dong Ha, all under heavy attack, in South Vietnamese hands. Brigadier 
General Vu Van Giai, commander of the 3rd ARVN Division, moves his staff out of 
Quang Tri combat base to the citadel at Quang Tri City. By April 3, Dong Ha is in 
flames; the next day South Vietnamese troops abandon Fire Base Anne, eight miles 
southwest of Quang Tri City, and their northern line of defense on the Cua Viet River. 
Some 20,000-40,000 civilians flee to the south to get away from the heavy fighting. 

April 3 

Air War: The United States prepares hundreds of B-52s for possible air strikes. 
President Nixon sends additional B-52s to Anderson Air Base in Guam and orders 
reinforcement of the Seventh Fleet; the Kitty Hawk is the first of four additional 
aircraft carriers to join the two carriers already on station off Vietnam. 

April 5 

Ground War: Moving out of eastern Cambodia, North Vietnamese troops open the 
second front of their offensive with a drive into Binh Long Province, 75 miles north 
of Saigon, with the 5th VC Division (actually an NVA main force division) attacking 
the district town of Loc Ninh and to the south while simultaneously cutting Highway 
13 between Saigon and An Loc. In I Corps, Communist forces continue to advance 
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on Quang Tri City and Hue. Observers from Hanoi to Washington see the South 
Vietnamese response as the deciding factor in the success of North Vietnam’s offen¬ 
sive. For the most part, ARVN troops have elected to pull back rather than fight, and 
U.S. advisers are critical of the South Vietnamese “defensive mentality” as the action 
takes on more and more the quality of a conventional war. In Quang Tri, the South 
Vietnamese 56th Regiment has apparently deserted to a man, and Hanoi claims that 
most of the militia in Quang Tri Province has defected. Two ARVN bases south of 
Hue are attacked as Communist operations spread into Thua Thien Province. 

Air WAR: U.S. Air Force fighter-bombers begin reinforcing the units in Thailand 
as part of the build-up in response to the new North Vietnamese offensive in South 
Vietnam. 

April 6 

Air War: Clear weather for the first time in three days allows U.S. planes and navy 
warships to begin the sustained air strikes and naval bombardments ordered by 
President Nixon after meeting with the Special Action Group on April 3-5. Hun¬ 
dreds of U.S. planes, flying 225 missions by April 9, hit North Vietnamese troop 
concentrations and missile emplacements above and below the DMZ. Two U.S. 
planes are shot down over North Vietnam by two SAM-2 missiles, a new element in 
North Vietnamese air defenses. 

Marine aircraft begin landing at Danang as part of the U.S. aerial buildup; the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Thomas W. Moorer, announces the 
resumption of aerial attack and naval bombardment of North Vietnam. 

USA - MILITARY: The 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry, departs Vietnam. 

April 7 

Ground WAR: The North Vietnamese offensive drive in Quang Tri Province slackens 
as U.S. and South Vietnamese planes take advantage of good weather to bomb Com¬ 
munist positions. In III Corps, Communist troops take Loc Ninh, and move south to 
surround the 6,000 troops of South Vietnam’s 5th Infantry Division in the provincial 
capital of An Loc which is only 65 miles from Saigon; heavy fighting ensues. 

AIR War: Saigon reports that U.S. planes on April 5 destroyed Ben Hai bridge in the 
DMZ, the only road link between North and South Vietnam. 

April 8 

Ground War: The 2nd NVA Division striking from Laos and Cambodia opens a 
third front of the Easter offensive in the Central Highlands, cutting the important 
highway between Kontum and Pleiku at several points. To the south, An Loc is 
completely surrounded and under siege. Elsewhere, the first attacks of the offen¬ 
sive against U.S. installations leave three Americans dead and 15 wounded at the 
Cam Ranh air base, and two Americans dead and four wounded at the Nui Ba Den 
Mountain radio relay station. 

April 9 

Ground War: North Vietnamese troops are thrown back from a major assault 
against ARVN positions at Fire Base Pedro, 10 miles southwest of Quang Tri City, 
losing over 1,000 men and 30 tanks in the operation. South Vietnamese losses are 
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also believed to be heavy. Saigon command orders the 21st ARVN Division, based in 
the Mekong Delta, to move north and open the road to An Loc where the 5th ARVN 
Division is still surrounded. Fierce Communist resistance prevents the relief force 
from getting through. All but two of Hanoi’s combat divisions have been committed 
to battle in the current offensive. 

April 10 

Air War: U.S. aircraft begin to bomb North Vietnam above the 19th parallel for 
the first time since the November 1968 bombing halt. MACV acknowledges that 
B-52s are hitting the north for the first time since November 1967. Target priority 
is given to SAM-2 missile sites, which have made raids over North Vietnam increas¬ 
ingly hazardous. 

Sea War: U.S. aircraft carriers Saratoga and Midway are ordered from Florida and 
California to join the four other carriers and warships already engaged in the bom¬ 
bardment of North Vietnam. 

April 11 

Ground War: Fire Base Bastogne in Thua Thien Province, 20 miles west of Hue, 
is besieged by Communist forces. After five days of heavy fighting, the base’s 500 
defenders receive supplies by parachute and a few reinforcements by helicopter. 
Holding Bastogne is critical to the defense of Hue’s western flank. 

Air War: B-52 strikes against Communist forces attacking ARVN positions in the 
Central Highlands near Kontum remove any immediate threat to that city. The JCS 
orders two more squadrons of B-52s to Indochina. Strikes against North Vietnam 
are again hampered by poor weather. 

April 12 

Ground War: Fifty of 142 U.S. soldiers of the 196th Infantry Brigade refuse patrol 
duty around Phu Bai, 42 miles south of the DMZ, shouting, “We’re not going; this 
isn’t our war ... why should we fight if nobody back home gives a damn about us; 
why the hell are we fighting for something we don’t believe in?” The 50 soldiers 
finally agree to go. Meanwhile, the 1st ARVN Division sets up new artillery posi¬ 
tions and brings in a tank battalion and a fresh infantry regiment to secure Route 
547, the main artery between Hue and Phu Xuan, which has been under attack for 
several days. 

April 12-13 

Air War: U.S. fighter-bombers and B-52s pound Communist troops attacking An 
Loc west of the city, but fail to halt their advance. B-52s bomb as close as one mile 
west of the city. 

April 13 

Ground War: Communist forces from the 9th VC Division (actually a main force 
North Vietnamese division) launch a major attack on An Loc with 40 tanks and 
9,000 men, taking half the city after a day of close combat; but the defenders, sup¬ 
ported by B-52s, tactical aircraft, and attack helicopters, hold on to the southern 
half of the city. 
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Sea War: U.S. Navy operations in Vietnam are at their highest since 1968. 

April 14 

Ground War: Communist attacks in South Vietnam—107 in 24 hours—reach 
their highest level since the 1968 Tet Offensive. Danang and Saigon and many parts 
of South Vietnam are hit by terrorist attacks; rockets are fired on Saigon and nearby 
Tan Son Nhut airport. The ARVN 1st Airborne Brigade begins to arrive in An Loc 
to reinforce the 5th ARVN Division. They are the last reinforcements to reach the 
city for nearly two months. 

Air War: Orders for B-52 strikes against diplomatic, political, and military objec¬ 
tives throughout the 200-mile-long southern panhandle of North Vietnam call for 
the most extensive use of B-52s thus far in the war. 

April 15 

Ground WAR: North Vietnamese forces overrun Fire Base Charlie, 20 miles north¬ 
west of Kontum, as their offensive in the Central Highlands continues. 

Air WAR: The United States resumes bombing of Hanoi and Haiphong after a four- 
year lull. 

April 15-20 

USA - Domestic: Hundreds of antiwar demonstrators are arrested in incidents 
across the country as escalation of the bombing in Indochina provokes a new wave 
of protests. 

April 16 

Air War: In the first use of B-52s against Hanoi and Haiphong since November 
1968, 18 B-52s and about 100 U.S. Navy and Air Force fighter bombers hit supply 
dumps near Haiphong’s harbor. Sixty fighter bombers hit petroleum storage facilities 
near Hanoi, with another wave of planes striking later in the afternoon. Washington 
makes it clear that the United States will bomb military targets almost anywhere in 
Vietnam; Hanoi reports 13 civilians killed in Hanoi and 47 in Haiphong. 

Sea War: The U.S. missile frigate Worden is damaged in the Tonkin Gulf by radia¬ 
tion-seeking missiles fired from U.S. planes, resulting in one sailor dead and wound¬ 
ing nine. The destroyer Buchanan is hit by one round from a North Vietnamese 
shore battery, resulting in one sailer killed and seven wounded. 

April 17 

USA - Domestic: The first major antiwar protests of the year begin at the Uni¬ 
versity of Maryland with demonstrations against the Reserve Officers Training 
Corps (ROTC). Hundreds of students are arrested and 800 National Guardsmen 
are ordered onto the campus. Significant protests continue across the country in 
reaction to the increased bombing of North Vietnam. 

April 18 

USA - MILITARY: Secretary of Defense Laird, testifying before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, says he does not rule out the possibility of blockading and 
mining Haiphong harbor. He says that every area of North Vietnam is subject to 
bombing as long as the current invasion continues, and that the bombing is for the 
protection of the 85,000 U.S. personnel still in South Vietnam. 
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April 19 

USA - Domestic: Eight Ivy League college presidents and the president of MIT 
issue a joint statement condemning the renewed bombing of North Vietnam and 
supporting orderly antiwar demonstrations. 

Ground War: Communist attacks throughout the Mekong Delta rise sharply. Most 
of the regular South Vietnamese troops from the area have been sent to relieve An 
Loc, where fighting has intensified with another round of NVA tanks and human 
wave attacks. In the Central Highlands, North Vietnamese forces overrun Hoi An, 
inflicting heavy casualties. 

Sea War: U.S. Seventh Fleet warships bombarding the North Vietnamese coast 
are attacked by North Vietnamese MiGs and patrol boats as Hanoi begins to chal¬ 
lenge the U.S. naval presence in the Tonkin Gulf for the first time since 1964. In the 
heaviest sea action of the war, the U.S. destroyer Higbee is badly damaged. The U.S. 
missile frigate Sterett downs one MiG. 

April 20 

Ground War: North Vietnamese troops cut Route 19, which connects Pleiku and 
Qui Nhon on the coast, at An Khe Pass. After a week of fierce fighting, South Korean 
troops clear the pass, losing 51 men in the fighting. Near the DMZ, seven U.S. sol¬ 
diers are killed trying to rescue two others. 

USA - Government: In the House of Representatives, the Democratic Party caucus 
votes to support legislation that will set a termination date for U.S. involvement in 
Vietnam, at the same time denouncing both the current bombing of North Vietnam 
and North Vietnam’s invasion of South Vietnam. 

USA - Domestic: Classes are canceled at Columbia University after the police are 
called to control picketing antiwar students. 

DIPLOMACY: Henry Kissinger arrives in Moscow to prepare for President Nixon’s 
coming spring visit. He repeats past U.S. offers for a settlement in Vietnam, adding 
that North Vietnamese invasion troops now participating in the offensive in South 
Vietnam must be withdrawn. 

Negotiations: The Communist delegations in Paris formally propose resumption 
of the peace talks for April 27, whether or not the United States halts its bombing 
of North Vietnam. 

April 22 

Ground War: Fighting in the Mekong Delta is the heaviest in 18 months. During 
the past two weeks Communist forces of up to one battalion in size have taken a 
large part of important Chuong Thien Province. 

USA - Domestic: Antiwar demonstrations prompted by the intensified U.S. bomb¬ 
ing in Indochina draw 30,000-60,000 marchers in New York, 30,000-40,000 in San 
Francisco, 10,000-12,000 in Los Angeles, and smaller gatherings in Chicago and 
several other U.S. cities. 

April 23 

Ground War: Tanks and soldiers of the 320th NVA Division push back South 
Vietnam’s 22nd Division at Tan Canh and attack Dak To in the Central Highlands. 
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The North Vietnamese offensive, now in its fourth week, is temporarily slowed at 
its two other fronts in Quang Tri and Binh Long Provinces. So far 250,000 civilians 
have fled from their homes, and at least six U.S. advisers and 3,000 South Vietnam¬ 
ese have been killed. Communist deaths are estimated at 13,000. 

CAMBODIA: The town of Kampong Trach near the South Vietnam border falls to 
Communist forces after a siege by at least 1,500 troops lasting 17 days. During the 
next three weeks 11 other Cambodian positions fall to the Communists. 

April 25 

Ground WAR: The 320th NVA Division drives 5,000 ARVN troops into retreat and 
traps 2,000-3,000 others in a border outpost northwest of Kontum, appearing to 
be on the way to cutting South Vietnam in two across the Central Highlands along 
Highway 19. 

CAMBODIA: Communist troops have by now taken control of all Cambodian terri¬ 
tory bordering South Vietnam to the east of the Mekong River with the exception 
of the provincial seat Svay Rieng and a few other government strongholds. 

April 26 

USA - Government: President Nixon, despite the Communist offensive, announces 
that another 20,000 U.S. troops will be withdrawn from Vietnam in May and June, 
reducing authorized troop strength to 49,000. Sea and air support will continue; the 
U.S. Navy has doubled the number of its fighting ships off Vietnam. 

April 27 

Ground War: North Vietnamese troops shatter defenses north of Quang Tri and 
move to within 2.5 miles of the city. Using Russian-built T-54 heavy tanks, they will 
take Dong Ha, seven miles north of Quang Tri, the next day, continuing to tighten 
their ring around the provincial capital while shelling it heavily. South Vietnamese 
troops suffer their highest casualties for any week in the war. 

Air War: Four air force fighters, using Paveway I “smart bombs,” knock down the 
Thanh Hoa Bridge in North Vietnam. Previously, 871 sorties had resulted in only 
superficial damage to the bridge. 

Negotiations: Official Vietnam peace talks, suspended by the United States on 
March 23, resume in Paris at the proposal of the Communist delegations, but the 
session is described as “fruitless.” 

April 28 

Ground War: Fire Base Bastogne, 20 miles west of Hue, falls to the Communists; 
Fire Base Birmingham, four miles to the east, is also under heavy attack. Much 
of Hue’s population is now fleeing south to Danang. Twenty-thousand North 
Vietnamese troops converge on Kontum, encircling and cutting it off; U.S. com¬ 
manders call the defending 22nd Division “inadequate” and describe its survival as 
“problematical.” 

April 29-30 

Ground War: Almost 10,000 civilians and military personnel are evacuated by 
plane and helicopter from Kontum to Pleiku as North Vietnamese troops tighten 
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their grip on this key Central Highlands town. In Quang Tri, ARVN troops flee 
southward and North Vietnamese troops move closer to the city. To the south, An 
Loc remains under siege. 

Air War: U.S. B-52s fly 700 raids over North Vietnam. 

May 1 

Ground War: North Vietnamese troops capture Quang Tri City, the first provincial 
capital taken during their offensive, consolidating control of the entire province. 
Hanoi claims 10,000 South Vietnamese and Allied casualties in the battle. Three 
districts of Binh Dinh Province also fall, leaving about one-third of the Province 
under Communist control. 

USA - MILITARY: The number of U.S. troops in Vietnam now stands at 66,300,2,700 
fewer than President Nixon’s goal of reducing troop strength to 69,000 by this date. 
Sweden: About 60,000 persons demonstrate in Stockholm to protest U.S. bombing 
in Vietnam. 

May 2 

Ground WAR: The panicking 10,000-man 3rd ARVN Division abandons Quang 
Tri Province, becoming the second South Vietnamese combat division to collapse 
within a week. The entire defense of the front north of Hue is left to a brigade of 
several thousand South Vietnamese marines, as the fleeing 3rd Division troops rush 
southward. 

Negotiations: The secret negotiations among Kissinger, Le Due Tho, and Xuan 
Thuy resume in Paris. The meeting is unproductive. Kissinger and Tho will meet 
again in Paris on July 19, August 1, August 14, September 15, September 26-27, and 
October 8-11. 

May 3 

Ground War: Lieutenant General Ngo Quang Truong arrives in Danang to assume 
command of I Corps. The previous corps commander, Lieutenant General Hoang 
Xuan Lam had been relieved by President Thieu. 

May 4 

Negotiations: The United States and South Vietnam call an indefinite halt to the 
Paris peace talks after the 149th session, citing a “complete lack of progress.” North 
Vietnam and the Viet Cong will ask the United States and South Vietnam to return 
to the conference table on May 16, but their proposal will be rejected, as will a June 
13 Communist proposal asking the United States to withdraw from Vietnam and 
return to the conference table. 

Air War: The aircraft carrier Saratoga is ordered to join the other U.S. carriers now 
operating off Vietnam, bringing the total number of carriers to six for the first time 
in the war. Fifty fighter-bombers are ordered to join the nearly 1,000 U.S. combat 
aircraft currently in Indochina. 

May 5 

Ground War: Troops of the ARVN 21 st Division trying to reach beleaguered An Loc 
via Highway 13 are again pushed back by elements of the 7th NVA Division, who over- 
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run a supporting South Vietnamese fire base. At Kontum, Route 14, briefly reopened 
the preceding day, is once again closed as Communist troops repulse South Vietnamese 
paratroopers. In My Tho Province in the Mekong Delta, Viet Cong guerrillas put the 
203rd Civil Guard out of combat, capturing seven prisoners and much materiel. 

May 6 

USA - Domestic: Sixty presidents of midwestern private colleges issue a statement 
calling for immediate and total withdrawal of U.S. forces from Indochina. Letters 
containing this statement are sent to President Nixon and the Democratic presi¬ 
dential aspirants. 

Ground War: The survivors of South Vietnam’s 5th ARVN Division at An Loc 
continue to take a daily artillery battering from the Communist forces surrounding 
the city; by this time, the city that had previously been home to more than 20,000, 
lay in ruins. Saigon announces the evacuation of all civilians from Kontum City 
south to Pleiku. 

May 7 

North Vietnam: In a special broadcast commemorating Vietnam’s victory over the 
French at Dien Bien Phu in 1954, Defense Minister Vo Nguyen Giap says that the 
people of Vietnam have defeated three U.S. administrations and are about to win a 
complete victory over President Nixon. 

May 8 

USA - GOVERNMENT: President Nixon orders Operation Linebacker, which includes 
heavy bombing of North Vietnam’s military supply network and the mining of 
Haiphong harbor as well as other measures to prevent the flow of arms and materiel 
to the Communists. Foreign ships in North Vietnamese ports will have three days 
to leave before the mines are activated; the U.S. Navy will then search or seize ships. 
U.S. aircraft will bomb rail lines from China and take whatever other measures are 
necessary to stem the flow of materiel to the south. Nixon adds that the mining, 
search, and seizure of ships and bombing of the north will stop if all American 
POWs are returned and an internationally supervised cease-fire begins. 

May 8-12 

USA - Domestic: A wave of antiwar demonstrations stemming from President 
Nixon’s May 8 announcement of the mining of North Vietnamese harbors leads to 
violent clashes with police and 1,800 arrests on college campuses and in cities from 
Boston to San Jose, California. Police use wooden bullets and tear gas in Berkeley; 
three police are shot in Madison, Wisconsin; and 715 National Guardsmen are acti¬ 
vated to quell violence in Minneapolis. 

May 9 

USA - Domestic: U.S. Senate Democrats pass a resolution “disapproving the esca¬ 
lation of the war in Vietnam,” and present a modified version of the Case-Church 
amendment, for the first time voting for a cutoff of war funds. 

Negotiations: Hanoi’s delegation calls Nixon’s order for mining and bombing 
a violation of the 1954 Geneva agreement and of the 1968 assurance that U.S. air 
strikes against the North would end. 
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Air War: U.S. bombing in North Vietnam reaches the all-time high levels of 1967- 
68, when the air war was at its most intense. 

May 10 

International: President Nixon’s decision to mine North Vietnamese harbors 
is castigated by the Soviet Union, China, and their eastern European allies, and 
receives only lukewarm support from western Europe. 

Air WAR: The United States loses at least three aircraft and the North Vietnamese 10 
as 150-175 American planes hit targets over Elanoi, Haiphong, and along rail lines 
leading from China. Lieutenant Randy Cunningham (USN) and Lieutenant (j.g.) 
Willie Driscoll (USN), flying an F-4J Phantom off the Constellation, shoot down 
three MiGs in one combat mission. Added to two previous victories, this makes 
them the first American aces of the Vietnam War (and the only U.S. Navy aces). 

USAF Captain Charles B. DeBellevue (WSO), flying with Captain Richard S. 
Ritchie (pilot) in a McDonnell-Douglas F-4D, records his first aerial kill. Captain 
DeBellevue, who would go on to be the leading American ace of the Vietnam War, 
will record four of his victories with Captain Ritchie. 

F-4 Phantoms from the 8th Tactical Fighter Wing drop “smart bombs” on the 
Paul Doumer Bridge, damaging the mile-long highway and rail crossing at Hanoi 
and putting it out of use. It will not be rebuilt until air attacks on North Vietnam 
cease in 1973. 

May 10-11 

Ground War: North Vietnamese forces from the 5th VC Division (actually a main 
force NVA division) launch a major attack against the besieged ARVN forces in An 
Loc forging two salients in the South Vietnamese perimeter, but the defenders, with 
the help of massive U.S. airpower, turn back the assault. 

May 11 

USA - Military: The Department of Defense estimates that the cost of mining 
North Vietnamese ports and rivers will total $1.5 billion during the next 13 months, 
and suggests additional appropriations. 

South VIETNAM: President Thieu declares martial law—the first time it has been 
necessary since the 1968 Tet Offensive—in an attempt to cope with problems caused 
by the current Communist offensive. Draft age is lowered to 17 and 45,000 excused 
draftees are recalled. 

USSR: The Soviet Union demands that the United States end the mining and bomb¬ 
ing of North Vietnam, accusing the United States of “gross violation of... freedom 
of navigation.” 

May 13 

Ground War: Six U.S. advisers land 1 ,000 South Vietnamese marines behind North 
Vietnamese lines in seventeen U.S. helicopters southeast of Quang Tri City in the 
first South Vietnamese counterattack since the beginning of the Communist offen¬ 
sive. The marines reportedly kill more than 300 North Vietnamese before returning 
to South Vietnamese-controlled territory the next day. North Vietnamese tanks and 
troops begin the long-awaited offensive against Kontum. 
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May 14 

Ground War: A force of 4,000 soldiers of the 1 st ARVN Division, which has report¬ 
edly been engaged in a counterattack for over a week, moves to within half a mile 
of Fire Base Bastogne. About 110 North Vietnamese are killed, and three tons of 
ammunition and supplies are uncovered. 

Mid-May 

Air War: For the first time in the war, U.S. Marines make use of Bien Hoa airfield 
when Marine Air Group 12 moves in with two A-4 Skyhawk squadrons. The marine 
planes fly in support of ARVN forces in I and IV Corps and make some sorties into 
Cambodia. 

May 15 

USA - Military: Headquarters U.S. Army Vietnam is disestablished. 

Ground War: South Vietnamese troops retake Fire Base Bastogne, a matter of stra¬ 
tegic importance, as the recapture of the fire base should prevent the Communists 
from moving their heavy artillery to within shelling distance of Hue. 

Sea WAR: The United States announces that it is sending a seventh aircraft carrier, the 
Ticonderoga, and at least six other destroyer-type warships to Vietnam. The harbors 
of Haiphong, Cam Pha, Dong Hoi, Hon Gai, Thanh Hoa, Vinh, and Quang Khe, and 
the Ared River and other rivers and canals of North Vietnam are being mined. U.S. 
sources call the mining “100 percent effective,” but Hanoi reports that the mines are 
being removed as soon as they are dropped and ships are moving without difficulty. 

May 16 

Air War: A series of air strikes over the past five days has destroyed all of North 
Vietnam’s pumping stations in the southern panhandle, thereby cutting North Viet¬ 
nam’s main fuel line to the South. 

May 17 

South Vietnam: All college and universities in South Vietnam are closed to allow 
for the conscription of students. 

Ground War: Preceded by five B-52 strikes, which reportedly kill 300 North Viet¬ 
namese to the south, fresh ARVN forces are inserted by helicopter along Highway 
13 south of An Loc in a continuing effort to relieve this besieged city. 

Sea War: Ten Communist supply boats are sunk and 20 others are damaged off 
the mouth of the Cua Viet River as U.S. warships continue to shell North and South 
Vietnamese coastlines. 

May 19 

Ground War: Elements of the 9th and 21st ARVN Divisions combine with South 
Vietnamese airborne troops to open new stretches of road near An Loc and reach to 
within two miles of the besieged city but heavy fighting continues. In II Corps, NVA 
troops, preceded by a heavy artillery barrage, try unsuccessfully to break through 
the lines of the 23rd ARVN Division defending Kontum. 

May 20 

Diplomacy: President Richard Nixon meets with Leonid Brezhnev for summit talks 
in Moscow. Although Vietnam is discussed, there is no change in the Soviet Union’s 
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support of North Vietnam, and both parties are apparently unwilling to risk detente 
over the topic. 

Ground War: A heavy North Vietnamese attack brings to a standstill the South 
Vietnamese column moving up Route 13 to relieve An Loc. 

May 23 

Ground War: The 1st NVA Division invades the lower Mekong Delta. Its apparent 
objective is Chuong Thien Province, known for its weakness in resisting Commu¬ 
nist infiltration. Almost all regular ARVN troops have been withdrawn from the 
Mekong Delta to aid in the battle for An Loc. 

Air War: The heavy U.S. air attacks, which began with Nixon’s May 8 interdiction 
order, are widened to include more industrial and nonmilitary sites. In 190 strikes, 
the United States loses one plane but shoots down four. The strikes concentrate on 
rail lines around Hanoi and Haiphong, rail lines to China, bridges, pipelines, power 
plants, troops, and troop training facilities. 

May 25 

Ground War: NVA troops supported by tanks launch a frontal attack on Kontum, 
while commandos who had previously slipped into the city block access to the Kon¬ 
tum airfield, the besieged city’s only means of supply. Some 148 North Vietnam¬ 
ese are reported killed in heavy fighting in Kontum’s northeast sector. B-52s begin 
bombing North Vietnamese troop concentrations around the city. 

May 29 

DIPLOMACY: In a joint communique issued by the United States and the Soviet 
Union, following the conclusion of summit talks during President Nixon’s visit to 
Moscow, both countries set forth their standard positions on Vietnam. The United 
States insists that the future of South Vietnam should be left to the South Vietnam¬ 
ese without interference; and the Soviet Union insists on a withdrawal of U.S. and 
Allied forces from South Vietnam and an end to the bombing of North Vietnam. 

June 2 

Air War: Thirty to 40 USAF planes and helicopters fly through heavy fire to rescue 
Captain R. C. Locher, who has been trapped northwest of Hanoi since his Phantom 
jet went down May 10. 

USA - Domestic: One hundred protesters gather on the White House sidewalk to 
begin the second year of an anti-Vietnam War vigil. Originally begun by a Quaker 
group, the vigil outside the White House is sustained by various activists. 

June 3 

War Crimes: A secret, 260-page army analysis of the My Lai massacre, known as the 
Peers report and made public by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Seymour Hersh, 
concludes that the entire command structure of the Americal Division, including 
Brigadier Generals Koster and Young, wittingly and unwittingly suppressed infor¬ 
mation on the My Lai incident. 

June 4 

War Crimes: Seymour Hersh further reports that a massacre at My Khe 4, two 
miles from My Lai, was perpetrated by Bravo Company, Task Force Barker, Americal 
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Division, on March 16,1968, the same day as the My Lai massacre. No prosecutions 
have been made because of a lack of evidence. 

Ground War: North Vietnamese troops repeatedly attack Phou My, a district capital 
in Binh Dinh Province, and are beaten back only after U.S. planes kill 60 soldiers. 

June 5 

USA - Government: Secretary of Defense Laird, testifying before a joint congres¬ 
sional appropriations committee meeting, says the increase in U.S. military activity 
in Vietnam could add $3-5 billion to the 1973 fiscal budget, doubling the annual 
cost of the war. 

June 6 

Ground War: South Vietnamese forces drive out all but a few of the Communist 
troops remaining in Kontum, with over 200 North Vietnamese killed in six skir¬ 
mishes. Several thousand NVA troops remain in the vicinity. 

June 7 

DIPLOMACY: At the UN Conference on Human Environment in Stockholm, the 
United States protests Sweden’s use of the term “ecocide” in denouncing U.S. use of 
herbicides in Vietnam. 

USA - Domestic: Senator George McGovern (D-S.D.), who has swept the Demo¬ 
cratic Party spring primaries and has been one of the earliest and most vocal oppo¬ 
nents of U.S. Vietnam War policy, continues to make the war one of the central 
issues of the campaign by announcing at a news conference that he will go “any¬ 
where in the world” to negotiate an end to the war and a return of POWs and with¬ 
drawal of U.S. troops from Southeast Asia. 

Air War: U.S. planes continue the heaviest bombing of the war. Munitions used 
in the intensified bombing of North and South Vietnam account for most of the 
increased cost of the war. 

June 9 

Ground War: Part of the relief column composed mainly of 21st ARVN Division 
troops, which has been trying to reach besieged An Loc from the Mekong Delta 
since 9 April, finally arrives. These battered units do not significantly reinforce An 
Loc, and the two-month siege is not lifted. Observers believe that the best hope 
for An Loc is that the North Vietnamese will run out of shells but the defenders 
continue to hold. In Military Region II, senior U.S. adviser John Paul Vann is killed 
in a helicopter crash. Military intelligence reports that the entire North Vietnamese 
325C Division has moved into South Vietnam to join the drive against Hue. 

Air War: Under President Nixon, the number of USAF fighter-bombers in South¬ 
east Asia has tripled and the total number of B-52s has quadrupled. Six carriers 
are in the Tonkin Gulf, where before there had been only two, and two more are en 
route. Because of the air force commitment to close air support in South Vietnam, 
navy planes are flying two-thirds of the attack sorties against North Vietnam. 

June 10 

Air War: U.S. Phantom jets destroy the Lang Chi hydroelectric power plant, using 
laser-guided 2,000-pound bombs. This plant supplied electricity to the Hanoi- 
Haiphong area. 
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June 12 

USA - Military: General John D. Lavelle, former four-star general and air force 
commander in Southeast Asia, testifies before the House Armed Services Committee 
that he was relieved of his post in March and later demoted after repeatedly ordering 
unauthorized bombing of military targets in North Vietnam. Court-martial charges 
were brought against him by his subordinates, which also implicated his superiors, 
particularly General Abrams, but the charges were dropped by the air force because 
the “interests of discipline” had already been served. Lavelle became the first four- 
star general in modern U.S. history to be demoted on retirement, although he con¬ 
tinued to receive a full general’s retirement pay of $27,000 per year. 

USA - Military: The Joint U.S. Public Affairs Office (JUSPAO) in Saigon is closed 
after four years of directing public affairs and psychological warfare in Vietnam. 
Most of its duties are assumed by the U.S. Information Agency. JUSPAO is declared 
successful in “winning the hearts and minds” of the Vietnamese people. 

CHINA: In its strongest statement against the United States since President Nixon’s 
visit, China for the first time denounces the intensified bombing of North Vietnam, 
calling the raids, which approach her borders for the first time since 1968, acts of 
aggression against the Vietnamese people and “grave provocations against the Chi¬ 
nese people.” 

June 13 

Ground War: Large numbers of fresh troops from the 18th ARVN Division are 
flown into the An Loc area. Although most of the Communist troops have been 
pushed out of the northern part of the city, North Vietnamese troops still block 
Route 13 and continue to shell An Loc. 

June 14 

Air War: U.S. planes, flying a record 340 strikes over North Vietnam, sever the 
main railway line between Hanoi and Haiphong. 

June 17 

USA -Domestic: Five men are arrested for breaking into the Democratic National 
Committee offices at the Watergate complex of apartments and hotel in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. 

June 18 

Ground War: South Vietnamese troops break the siege of An Loc, begun on April 
5. President Thieu flies in to make a surprise visit to the city and congratulate the 
defenders. 

Air WAR: An AC-130 gunship is shot down southwest of Hue; 12 airmen of the 16th 
Special Operations Squadron are KIA. 

June 19 

War Crimes: Calling the My Lai massacre “trifling by comparison,” veteran Viet¬ 
nam correspondent Kevin Buckley in a Newsweek article charges that U.S. soldiers 
deliberately killed thousands of Vietnamese citizens under the guise of “pacifica¬ 
tion” during Operation Speedy Express conducted by the 9th Infantry Division in 
the Mekong Delta, December 1968-May 1969. 
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June 20 

USA - GOVERNMENT: President Nixon appoints General Creighton W. Abrams, 
commander of U.S. forces in Vietnam, to be U.S. Army chief of staff. He will be 
replaced in Saigon by General Fred Weyand. 

Air WAR: With the new AH-1J Sea Cobra, U.S. Marine unit HMA-369 begins flying 
armed helicopter strikes from the decks of the Constellation, off the coast of South 
Vietnam. Marine A-6 Intruders of VMA-224, flying from the deck of the USS Coral 
Sea, make most of their missions into Laos and North Vietnam. 

June 22 

Ground War: The 21st Division, decimated by its attempts to relieve An Loc, is 
replaced by the 25th ARVN Division which moves up Highway 13 to the besieged 
city. Large numbers of fresh South Vietnamese troops are flown into the An Loc 
area; U.S. helicopters insert 18th ARVN Division troops to positions south of An 
Loc to replace badly battered 9th ARVN Division troops. Although most of the 
Communist troops within the city itself have been eliminated, North Vietnamese 
forces still block parts of Route 13 and continue to shell An Loc. Far to the north, 
ARVN forces successfully defend against a major NVA push, killing 146 and destroy¬ 
ing 18 tanks in fighting west of Hue. 

June 23 

Ground War: U.S. helicopters are required to fly almost all the dangerous missions 
around An Loc because South Vietnamese crews have panicked under fire. Several 
U.S. helicopters and their crews have been lost in the last two weeks, causing bitter¬ 
ness among U.S. airmen. 

June 26 

USA - Domestic: Syndicated columnist Jack Anderson makes public four unpub¬ 
lished volumes of the Pentagon Papers, which cover Johnson administration efforts 
to get peace talks started. Anderson defends his disclosure, remarking that President 
Nixon has made public “even more sensitive negotiations.” Also on this day, the 
Democratic National Convention Platform Committee approves a plank making 
the first order of business for a victorious presidential candidate the immediate 
withdrawal of U.S. forces from Vietnam. 

Air WAR: The United States establishes a 25-mile-wide buffer zone along Vietnam’s 
border with China within which it will not bomb. 

THAILAND: The shift of fighter-bomber squadrons—up to 150 U.S. planes and more 
than 2,000 pilots—from Danang to bases in Thailand is completed. The shift is 
necessitated by the pending withdrawal of U.S. infantry troops, which provided 
security for the air base at Danang. 

USA - MILITARY: The 3rd Brigade (Separate) of the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmo¬ 
bile), Task Force Garry Owen, departs South Vietnam. 

June 27 

South Vietnam: President Thieu is granted emergency powers enabling him to 
rule by decree for six months. The final Senate vote is held after Saigon’s curfew, 
when no opposition members are present, and the Senate will later pass a nonbind¬ 
ing resolution asserting that Thieu has no authority to rule by decree. 
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June 28 

USA - GOVERNMENT: President Nixon announces that no more draftees will be 
sent to Vietnam unless they volunteer for such duty. A force of 10,000 troops will 
be withdrawn from Vietnam by September 1, leaving a total of 39,000 U.S. military 
personnel in-country. 

Ground War: Over 10,000 South Vietnamese marines and paratroopers push 
across the My Chanh River to begin a drive to retake Quang Tri Province. Supported 
by at least 17 U.S. cruisers and destroyers and 100 B-52s flying the largest number 
of missions to date against Communist troop positions, the counteroffensive meets 
with stiff opposition and makes little headway. 

June 29 

USA - Military: General Frederick C. Weyand replaces General Creighton Abrams 
as commander, U.S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam; Abrams will replace 
Westmoreland as Army chief of staff. The 196th Infantry Brigade, the last U.S. Army 
ground combat brigade in Vietnam, departs. 

Negotiations: President Nixon agrees to the resumption of peace talks in Paris “on 
the assumption that the North Vietnamese are prepared to negotiate in a construc¬ 
tive and serious way.” Talks will begin again July 13. 

June 30 

USA - Military: XXIV Corps is disestablished at Danang and its assets form the 
basis for its successor, the First Regional Assistance Command (FRAC). 

New Zealand The last of the New Zealand troop contingent withdraws from 
Vietnam. 

Ground War: More South Vietnamese troops arrive in Quang Tri Province by 
helicopter for the third straight day. Supported by continued U.S. air and naval fire¬ 
power, the counteroffensive penetrates to six or seven miles from Quang Tri City. 

July 2 

USA - MILITARY: U.S. military and civilian sources disclose that weather modifica¬ 
tion techniques, such as seeding the clouds to suppress antiaircraft fire and hinder 
troop movements, have been used in both Vietnam and Laos since 1963. 

July 7 

Ground War: South Vietnamese troops advancing on Quang Tri are brought to a 
standstill at La Van Ngha village about two miles from the city. Heavy Communist 
shelling of Hue continues; to the south in Binh Long Province, the main highway to 
An Loc remains blocked in several places. 

LAOS: Premier Souvanna Phouma accepts the offer of Pathet Lao leader Prince 
Souphanouvong to resume talks to end the fighting. Negotiations will begin Octo¬ 
ber 17 and continue throughout the year, but remain fruitless. 

July 9 

Ground War: At An Loc, an enemy artillery shell kills Brigadier General Richard 
Tallman (USA) and four other Americans while also wounding two advisers. He and 
his personal staff had just flown into the city to confer with U.S. advisers. 
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July 10 

Ground War: Although President Thieu claims that his troops have entered 
Quang Tri, fighting remains deadlocked outside the city. Meanwhile, the situation 
remains relatively static on South Vietnam’s two other fronts, but military action 
has increased so much in the last 24 hours in the Mekong Delta southwest of Saigon 
that some believe the Communists are opening a new front there. 

July 13 

Negotiations: The Paris peace talks resume after a 10-week suspension. Both sides 
restate their positions; central to the talks is the future of the Saigon government. 

July 14 

USA - DOMESTIC: Six national leaders of the 20,000-member Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War are indicted by a federal grand jury on charges of conspiring to 
incite an “armed rebellion” at the Republican National Convention. 

July 15 

Ground War: South Vietnamese troops trying to retake Quang Tri City finally 
break through, advancing to within 700 yards of the Citadel, a large walled fortress 
in the center of town. 

Air War: B-52s bombing Communist bunkers around Quang Tri kill 300 soldiers 
in two raids. 

July 17-20 

Ground War: South Vietnamese paratroopers fight their way to within 200 yards 
of the Citadel in Quang Tri City which is described by observers as a city of “rubble 
and ash.” Citizens emerging from neighborhoods retaken by the paratroopers join 
the refugees heading south to Hue on Route 1. The fighting to recapture the rest of 
the city continues. 

July 19 

Negotiations: Washington and Hanoi announce that the secret Paris peace talks 
have resumed. Henry Kissinger and Le Due Tho confer for six-and-a-half hours. By 
mutual agreement, neither side reveals details of the meetings. 

Ground War: Opening a counteroffensive in coastal Binh Dinh Province, a large 
force of South Vietnamese troops moves north toward the district capital at Hoi An. 
Saigon’s forces succeed in taking the city two days later, but will lose the western 
half one week after that. 

July 21 

USA - Military: The Defense Department acknowledges unsuccessful attempts to 
destroy rain forest cover in 1966 and 1967 by starting forest fires, but denies secrecy 
or any desire to create devastating fire storms. During Operation Pink Rose, an area 
the size of Philadelphia in the Boi Loi Woods, a dense forest area northwest of Sai¬ 
gon was defoliated and hit with magnesium bombs, but the tropical forest proved 
too moist for the project, which was undertaken by the Defense Department and 
U.S. Forest Service. 
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July 24 

USA - Government: The U.S. Senate passes the Cooper amendment to a military 
aid bill, which stipulates complete U.S. troop withdrawal from Vietnam within four 
months of Hanoi releasing all U.S. POWs. The overall bill fails to pass, in what is 
seen as a victory for the Nixon administration. 

United Nations: Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim discloses that he has received 
information that apparently confirms that U.S. planes and naval vessels have delib¬ 
erately damaged dikes in North Vietnam that are essential to flood control during 
the rainy season. The North Vietnamese have repeatedly claimed that their dikes 
have deliberately been bombed since U.S. air and naval attacks resumed above the 
20th parallel in May. The U.S. Defense Department, President Nixon, and Secretary 
of State William P. Rogers claim that any U.S. strikes against dikes were accidental. 
Nixon calls Waldheim “well-intentioned and naive,” asserting that the dike con¬ 
troversy is a deliberate attempt on the part of the North Vietnamese to create an 
extraneous issue to divert attention from “one of the most barbaric invasions of 
history.” 

AIR War: U.S. fighter-bombers attack supply complexes in Hanoi in the first strikes 
against the capital in a month. Laser-guided bombs are used because their pinpoint 
accuracy allows them to “hit the target and not the civilians.” Laser- and TV-guided 
bombs, despite a cost that is four to five times as much as conventional bombs, 
have proven highly successful and accurate, and have, according to one U.S. official, 
introduced “a whole new magnitude” of warfare. 

July 26 

Ground War: Although South Vietnamese paratroopers hoist their flag over 
Quang Tri Citadel, they are unable to hold the Citadel for long or to secure Quang 
Tri City. Fighting outside the city remains intense. South Vietnamese troops under 
heavy shelling are forced to abandon Fire Base Bastogne, which protects the south¬ 
west approaches to Hue. 

July 28 

USA - GOVERNMENT: A CIA report made public by the Nixon administration reveals 
that U.S. bombing has caused accidental minor damage to North Vietnam’s dikes 
at 12 places. The nearly 2,000 miles of dikes on the Tonkin plain and more than 
2,000 along the sea make civilized life possible in the Red River Delta. Destruction 
of the dikes would mean the destruction of centuries of patient work and cause the 
drowning or starvation of hundreds of thousands of peasants. Bombing the dikes 
had been advocated by some U.S. strategists since the beginning of U.S. involve¬ 
ment in the war, but was rejected outright by U.S. presidents as an act of terrorism 
unworthy of the United States. 

USSR: The Soviet Union continues to publicize what it calls the two-month U.S. 
bombing campaign to destroy the dikes and dams of the Tonkin Delta. 

July 29 

War Crimes: Former U.S. attorney general Ramsey Clark visits North Vietnam as a 
member of the International Commission of Inquiry into U.S. War Crimes in Indo- 
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china, to investigate alleged U.S. bombing of nonmilitary targets in North Vietnam. 
His visit stirs intense controversy at home. Clark reports over Hanoi Radio that he 
has seen damage to hospitals, dikes, schools, and civilian areas. 

July 31 

North Vietnam: Hanoi challenges the Nixon administration on the dike contro¬ 
versy, claiming that since April there have been 173 raids against the dikes with 
direct hits in “149 places.” 

CAMBODIA: Near Kampong Trabek in the Parrot’s Beak region of eastern Cambodia, 
about 2,000 South Vietnamese troops begin an operation designed to cripple a pos¬ 
sible Communist operation against Route 4, which links Saigon with the Mekong 
Delta. 

August 1 

Negotiations: Henry Kissinger meets privately with Le Due Tho and Xuan Thuy 
in Paris. The Communists relax somewhat their previous demands that President 
Thieu abdicate, but the North Vietnamese do not appear to Kissinger to be in any 
hurry to reach any agreement before the November presidential election, in which 
they clearly favor George McGovern. 

August 2 

Ground WAR: In one of the heaviest artillery bombardments since the North Viet¬ 
namese first launched the Nguyen Hue Offensive, 2,000 rounds hit South Vietnam¬ 
ese marines trying to recapture the provincial capital of Quang Tri. Supported by 
U.S. B-52s, ARVN troops reenter Fire Base Bastogne, lost earlier in the year, only to 
find it empty of enemy troops. 

August 5 

South VIETNAM: President Thieu announces a decree requiring every daily newspa¬ 
per to deposit $47,000 with the government as a guarantee against possible fines and 
court charges. The decree also says that the government can shut down any newspa¬ 
per whose daily issue has been confiscated a second time for “articles detrimental to 
the national security and public order.” Sixteen newspapers and 15 periodicals will 
eventually cease publication, leaving only two opposition papers in Saigon. 

August 7-8 

Ground War: North Vietnamese forces attack the Long Thanh rubber plantation 
17 miles east of Saigon, inflicting heavy casualties on ARVN troops. 

Air War: Seasonal bad weather limits the usual air strikes throughout North Viet¬ 
nam, often reducing the usual number by one-third except for B-52s, which fly 
above the clouds. 

August 9 

CAMBODIA: Over 2,000 South Vietnamese rangers clash with North Vietnam¬ 
ese troops in Cambodia. U.S. warplanes destroyed 14 tanks the day before, near 
Kampong Trabek. Intelligence reports indicate a large Communist buildup in 
Cambodia. 
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August 10 

Ground War: North Vietnamese forces block Routes 1,4, and 13, all major South 
Vietnamese supply routes to Saigon. For the next two months, Communist forces 
repeatedly interdict these and other key supply routes critical to Saigon’s survival. 

August 11 

Ground War: The last U.S. ground combat unit in South Vietnam, the 3rd Battal¬ 
ion, 21st Infantry, Task Force Gimlet, is deactivated, along with G Battery, 29th Field 
Artillery. Delta Company had completed the 3rd Battalion’s last patrol on August 
5, ending the U.S. infantry war in Vietnam. The unit had been guarding the U.S. 
air base at Danang. This leaves only 43,500 advisers, airmen, and support troops 
in-country. This number does not include the sailors of the Seventh Fleet or the air 
force personnel in Thailand and Guam. 

Negotiations: Calling Vietnamization the main target of the Communist forces, 
the chief Viet Cong delegate in Paris maintains that the key issue in the current talks 
is a political settlement in Saigon. 

August 13 

Ground War: Viet Cong sappers raid the ammo dump at Long Binh, destroying 
thousands of tons of ammunition, but the South Vietnamese forces have stabilized 
battle lines around the country. Some observers say that the Communists may be 
reverting to guerrilla tactics. 

USA - Domestic: Ex-captain J. E. Engstrom (USA) says that a military report he 
helped prepare in 1971 estimating that 25 percent of the lower-ranking enlisted men 
in Vietnam were addicted to heroin was suppressed and replaced by a “watered- 
down” version considered more acceptable to the U.S. command. 

August 14 

South VIETNAM: South Vietnam’s interior minister denies reports of widespread 
torture of political prisoners who have been rounded up since the start of the Com¬ 
munist offensive in March. Critics charge that at least 10,000 persons have been 
imprisoned in reeducation centers, with arrests continuing, and that many prison¬ 
ers have been taken to Con Son jail by the CIA’s Air America helicopters. There are 
charges that the police have made little distinction between those who had Com¬ 
munist connections and those who were merely opposed to the Thieu regime. 

USA - Domestic: Former attorney general Ramsey Clark reports after his tour of 
North Vietnam with the International Commission of Inquiry into U.S. War Crimes 
in Indochina that if Democratic candidate George McGovern is elected president in 
November, all U.S. POWs will be freed by North Vietnam within three months. He 
reports that the POWs he interviewed during his trip were “unquestionably... well 
treated” and that he saw damage to North Vietnam’s dikes in at least six places, and 
other extensive destruction in nonmilitary areas. 

NEGOTIATIONS: Kissinger again meets privately with Le Due Tho and Xuan Thuy 
in Paris. 

August 16 

Air WAR: U.S. fighter-bombers fly 370 air strikes against North Vietnam, the high¬ 
est daily total of the year; additionally, there are eight B-52 strikes in the North. 
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Meanwhile, U.S. warplanes fly 321 missions (including 27 B-52 strikes) in South 
Vietnam, mostly in Quang Tri Province. Despite this heavy air activity, hopes for an 
agreement to the war rise as Henry Kissinger leaves Paris to confer with President 
Thieu and his advisers and North Vietnam’s chief negotiator returns to Hanoi. 

August 19 

USA - Domestic: Democratic candidate George McGovern attacks U.S. pacifica¬ 
tion techniques of applying “massive firepower and free-fire zones and [clearing] 
six million people out of their homes.” 

Ground War: In I Corps, there is major fighting near the northern district capital 
of Que Son and neighboring Camp Ross. After a heavy bombardment, the North 
Vietnamese capture both the town and the base, giving the Communists control of 
most of Quang Nam Province. 

August 22 

USA - Domestic: Delegates entering the Republican National Convention in 
Miami Beach are harassed by 3,000 antiwar demonstrators, many painted with 
death masks. The rest of the convention is marked by demonstrations outside the 
meeting hall and hundreds of protesters are arrested and some are injured when 
police use riot-control agents. 

Ground War: Bypassing South Vietnamese strongpoints around Hue and Danang, 
the North Vietnamese open a major new front to the south of Quang Tri, moving 
in heavy 130 mm artillery without detection. 

August 23 

USA - Domestic: Richard Nixon and Spiro Agnew are renominated at the Repub¬ 
lican National Convention in Miami. 

August 26 

USA - MILITARY: U.S. officials report that the rate of civilian casualties in South 
Vietnam has risen more than 50 percent since the beginning of North Vietnam’s 
spring offensive. Some 24,788 civilians have been wounded between March 30 and 
July 31, an average of 6,197 per month, compared to an average of 2,700 for each of 
the six preceding months. 

August 27 

Air War: In the heaviest bombing in four years, U.S. aircraft flatten North Viet¬ 
namese barracks near Hanoi and Haiphong. Planes also hit bridges on the northeast 
railroad line to China. 

Sea WAR: Four U.S. warships shell the Haiphong port area after dark from two miles 
offshore. Cruiser Newport News sinks one of two North Vietnamese patrol boats in 
pursuit, and destroyer Rowan sets the other on fire. 

August 28 

Air WAR: The U.S. Air Force gets its first ace since the Korean War when Captain 
Richard S. Ritchie, flying with his Weapons Systems Officer, Captain Charles B. DeBel- 
levue, in an F-4 out of Udorn Air Base in Thailand, shoots down his fifth MiG near 
Hanoi. Two weeks later, Captain DeBellevue, flying with Captain John A. Madden, Jr., 
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will shoot down his fifth and sixth MiG, making him the leading American ace of 
the war; all of his victories come in a four-month period. The U.S. Navy already has 
two aces, Cunningham and Driscoll. By this time in the war, there is only one U.S. 
fighter-bomber base left in South Vietnam, at Bien Hoa; the rest of the air support 
is provided by aircraft flying from carriers or U.S. bases in Thailand and Guam. 

August 29 

Ground War: President Nixon announces withdrawals that will reduce total U.S. 
strength in South Vietnam to 27,000 by December 1. 

August 30 

Ground War: North Vietnamese artillery hit South Vietnamese marine positions 
around Quang Tri with about 2,000 heavy-caliber shells. The shelling demonstrates 
that the North Vietnamese are experiencing no shortages in Quang Tri despite 
Allied efforts to cut supply lines. 

August 31 

Ground War: U.S. weekly casualty figures of five dead and three wounded are the 
lowest recorded since record-keeping began in January 1965. 

September 2 

Air War: Phuc Yen, 10 miles north of Hanoi and one of the largest air bases in 
North Vietnam, is smashed by U.S. bombers. A MiG is shot down during the attack, 
bringing the total to 47 MiGs shot down since the beginning of the North Vietnam¬ 
ese offensive. 

September 5 

Laos: U.S. helicopters evacuate Meo tribesmen who have suffered heavy losses fol¬ 
lowing fighting around the Plain of Jars that began in mid-August. 

September 6 

Ground War: South Vietnamese troops pull out of Tien Phuoc, 37 miles south 
of Danang, leaving the Communists in control of two-thirds of Quang Tin Prov¬ 
ince. In the Mekong Delta, 22 soldiers of the 9th ARVN Division are killed and 176 
wounded in an attack on the division forward command post 60 miles from Saigon. 
The NVA appears to be trying to get Saigon to spread its forces thin. 

South Vietnam: President Thieu abolishes popular elections in the country’s 
10,775 hamlets and supersedes a 1968 law establishing the election of hamlet and 
village officers. The 44 province chiefs, all appointed by Thieu, are ordered to reor¬ 
ganize local government and appoint hamlet officials. Thieu cites the Communist 
offensive as justification for these measures. He claims that many hamlet chiefs 
are Communists and provide support for insurgents, but the decree was actually 
drafted before the offensive began. 

September 8 

USA - Military: The Defense Department admits that on July 17 the crippled 
American destroyer Warrington may have struck a U.S. mine emplaced during the 
U.S. mining of North Vietnamese waters. 
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September 10 

Ground WAR: Communists raid Tan Son Nhut and Bien Hoa air bases near Saigon. 
Two South Vietnamese are killed, 20 hurt, and five South Vietnamese planes are 
damaged at Tan Son Nhut. At Bien Hoa, 40 Americans are wounded and one gun- 
ship and 50 South Vietnamese helicopters are damaged. 

South Vietnam: The U.S. embassy in Saigon protests continuing South Vietnamese 
national radio and TV broadcasts which for four weeks have been calling presiden¬ 
tial candidate McGovern a “mad dog” and “enemy of the people.” 

September 11 

Negotiations: The PRG delegation announces that any settlement in South Viet¬ 
nam must reflect “reality” of “two administrations, two armies and other political 
forces.” 

September 12 

Ground War: U.S. intelligence agencies (CIA and DIA) report to the National 
Security Council that the North Vietnamese have 100,000 regular troops in the 
South and can sustain fighting in the South “at the present rate” for two years; that 
while U.S. bombing has caused heavy casualties and prevented North Vietnam from 
doubling operations, the overall effects are disappointing because troops and sup¬ 
plies have kept moving south. It is estimated that 20,000 fresh troops have infiltrated 
into the South in the last six weeks. The number of NVA troops in the Mekong 
Delta has increased as much as tenfold, up to 30,000 in the last year, and a third oil 
pipeline, like the others nearly impossible to cut by air strikes, has been completed 
between North Vietnam and China. 

September 15 

Ground War: The South Vietnamese recapture Quang Tri City after four days of 
heavy fighting, claiming that over 8,135 NVA have been killed in the battle. The city 
has been virtually destroyed by the intense fighting that has raged since NVA forces 
occupied it in May. Although this is one of the most significant South Vietnam¬ 
ese victories since the beginning of the North Vietnamese Spring Offensive, 977 
South Vietnamese perished in the four-and-a-half-month battle. Most of the rest of 
Quang Tri Province remains in Communist hands. Meanwhile, a new Communist 
offensive opens in Quang Ngai Province. 

September 16 

Air War: The U.S. Air Force reports it has destroyed 90 percent of North Vietnam’s 
largest rail yard, 38 miles from Hanoi, on the northeast line running to China. 
Ground War: Communist forces begin an offensive with simultaneous attacks on 
district capitals in southern Quang Ngai Province. 

September 17 

POWs: Three U.S. pilot POWs are released by Hanoi, the first captives released since 
1969; they are turned over to members of the Committee for Liaison with Families 
of American Servicemen Detained in Vietnam, the American group headed by Cora 
Weiss, who arranged their release. Hanoi cautions the United States not to force the 
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freed men to “slander” North Vietnam and to avoid any “distortions” about Hanoi’s 
treatment of the POWs. 

September 19 

Air War: Captain Charles B. DeBellevue (USAF) shoots down his sixth MiG to 
become the leading ace of the war. He was the first Weapons Systems Officer to be 
designated an Ace. 

September 20 

Air War: The air force reveals that U.S. planes have been mining the coastal rivers 
and canals of northern Quang Tri Province below the DMZ, the first mining of 
waterways within South Vietnam. 

September 22 

Ground War: The fighting in Quang Ngai Province moves closer to the provincial 
capital of Quang Ngai City, forcing South Vietnamese troops to abandon one fire 
base to the east and one fire base to the west of the city. 

September 26 

Air War: With the rainy season coming, the United States decides to deploy two 
squadrons (48 planes) of F-111 attack bombers to Takhli Air Base, Thailand, to give 
better low-level and all-weather capabilities for the approaching monsoon season 
in North Vietnam. 

September 26-October 7 

Negotiations: Against a background of rumors of major diplomatic develop¬ 
ments, Henry Kissinger and Le Due Tho, the chief North Vietnamese negotiator, 
hold the 19th session of their private talks. 

September 28 

Ground War: Weekly casualty figures contain no U.S. combat fatalities. This has 
not occurred since March 1965. There is a general lull in heavy ground fighting for 
the sixth straight day, but the North Vietnamese launch some harassing attacks in 
Quang Ngai Province. 

September 30 

Air War: U.S. planes, hitting North Vietnamese air bases in Phuc Yen, Yen Bai, 
Quan Lang, and Vinh, destroy five MiG fighters on the ground and damage nine 
others, also on the ground; these represent about 10 percent of the total North 
Vietnamese air force. 

October 1 

Sea WAR: Twenty sailors die and 37 are wounded when a shell goes off in the barrel 
of a gun aboard the U.S. heavy cruiser Newport News. Towed to Subic Bay in the 
Philippines for repairs, she is needed so badly on the gun line that she is returned 
to action with the damaged center gun turret sealed. 

October 3 

USA - Military: The Defense Department reports that more than 800,000 tons of 
“air ammunitions” have been used over Indochina between January 1 and Septem¬ 
ber 30, compared with 763,160 for all of 1971. U.S. planes have dropped 7,555,800 
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tons of bombs between February 1965 and August 
30, 1972—more than three times as much as was 
used by the Allies during WW II. 

October 7 

Ground War: South Vietnamese forces come 
under attack along Route 13 north of Saigon in 
a new phase of the Communist offensive. In the 
Mekong Delta, My Tho is hit by a series of light 
attacks; there have been over 100 Communist 
attacks during the last 24 hours. Most of the 
300,000 persons who fled Quang Tri Province 
during the spring offensive now live in squalid 
refugee camps at Danang. 

Air WAR: U.S. B-52s continue heavy raids in Binh 
Duong Province aimed at preventing Commu¬ 
nist infiltration toward Saigon. U.S. planes fly 300 
strikes over North Vietnam. 

Cambodia: In one of the heaviest raids inside 
Phnom Penh since the beginning of the war, NVA 

troops blow up a bridge over the Tonle Sap, less than two miles from the center 
of the city, killing 36 Cambodian soldiers and civilians and losing 28 of their own 
force. 

October 8-11 

Negotiations: Rumors arise that there has been a breakthrough in the secret talks 
in Paris. North Vietnamese representative Le Due Tho presents a draff peace agree¬ 
ment proposing that two separate administrations remain in South Vietnam and 
negotiate general elections. This settlement accepts in substance the U.S. proposals, 
thus dropping demands for a political solution to accompany a military one. Tho, 
believing that the Americans are eager for peace in Vietnam before the elections, 
proposes that the United States and North Vietnam arrange a cease-fire governing 
all military matters between themselves, leaving the political questions to be settled 
by the Vietnamese sides, who will be governed by a “National Council of Reconcili¬ 
ation” until a final settlement is reached. Hanoi and Saigon will continue to occupy 
the territory each presently holds until then. Kissinger, who considers Hanoi’s offer a 
breakthrough, explicitly agrees to North Vietnamese troops remaining in the South. 
He cables President Thieu “to seize as much territory as possible.” 

USA - Government: Washington starts Operation Enhance Plus—the transfer of 
$2 billion worth of military equipment to South Vietnam, including aircraft, tanks, 
and artillery pieces. This program was designed to complete the Vietnamization 
process by giving South Vietnam as much equipment as possible before the peace 
agreement was signed. 


U.S. Air Force B-52 
lands at U Tapao 
Air Base, Thailand, 
after returning 
from a bombing 
mission over South 
Vietnam, October 
1972. (National 
Archives) 


October 9 

Ground War: Several hundred VC continue to control at least three hamlets within 
20 miles of Saigon. 
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October 11 

Air WAR: U.S. Navy aircraft attacking the Gia Lam rail yard northeast of Hanoi 
accidentally hit the French, Indian, and Algerian legations in Hanoi, killing Delegate 
General Pierre Susini. 

October 12 

South Vietnam: Thieu declares that peace will come only when the Communists 
have been exterminated. He says, in a speech in Saigon, that “coalition with the 
Communists means death” and that the Communists will have to be killed “to the 
last man” before there will be peace. 

Ground War: The Ben Het Special Forces camp is struck by 1,500 rockets and 
then taken by the Communists. One U.S. soldier is killed and one wounded in the 
ambush of an ARVN convoy 25 miles southeast of Saigon. Elsewhere, South Viet¬ 
namese troops retake Ba To, south of Danang. The Communists retain their control 
of at least two hamlets within 20 miles of Saigon. 

USA - Government: The U.S. Senate approves the nomination of General Creigh¬ 
ton Abrams, commander of U.S. forces in Vietnam since mid-1968, to be army chief 
of staff. Consideration of his nomination has been sidetracked for months by Sen¬ 
ate hearings into unauthorized bombing raids against North Vietnam ordered by 
General John Lavelle, whose testimony before the House Armed Service Committee 
appeared at times to implicate Abrams. 

Negotiations: The 163rd session of the regular peace talks is held in Paris. 

October 12-13 

Sea WAR: Racial violence flares aboard U.S. Navy ships; 46 sailors are injured in 
a race riot involving more than 100 sailors on the aircraft carrier Kitty Hawk off 
Vietnam. Twenty-one black crewmen will eventually be charged with assault and 
rioting and ordered before a court-martial in San Diego. In another racial incident 
in San Diego in November, 123 mostly black seamen assigned to the aircraft carrier 
Constellation refuse to reboard the ship after shore leave because they “fear for their 
lives.” Late in November, black/white clashes occur among 30 seamen at the naval 
station on Midway Island in the Pacific and among 33 seamen at the Navy Correc¬ 
tional Center in Norfolk, Virginia. 

October 16 

USA - MILITARY: General Creighton Abrams assumes the office of U.S. Army chief 
of staff. 

Ground War: Communist attacks concentrate on major roads in the Saigon area, 
and the shelling disrupts traffic. Nearly 100 harassing attacks have occurred in the 
last 24 hours. 

Air War: U.S. warplanes carry out the heaviest raids of the year against North 
Vietnam, with at least 370 strikes; B-52s hit Communist positions in Cambodia 
and Laos. 

October 17 

Negotiations: After another meeting in Paris, Henry Kissinger flies to Saigon for 
four days of talks with President Thieu, who has for two days denied the requests of 
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Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker to see him. There is a growing feeling that the secret 
talks in Paris have reached a critical stage. The U.S. Army chief of staff, General 
Abrams, is en route to Saigon; the Pacific commander in chief, Admiral Noel Gayler, 
is also in Saigon. The fact that senior U.S. military and diplomatic personnel are 
meeting in Saigon fuels the rumor of an imminent cease-fire. 

South Vietnam: In Saigon, the city’s supply of food is restricted and driving out¬ 
side the city is hazardous due to continued Communist activity against the high¬ 
ways around the capital. 

October 18 

South Vietnam: Thieu rejects Hanoi’s proposals, opposing draft treaty provisions 
that allow North Vietnamese troops to remain in place in the South. 

October 19 

USA - MILITARY: Faced with growing congressional concern over the unauthor¬ 
ized bombing of North Vietnam, Defense Secretary Laird announces revised com¬ 
mand procedures aimed at “further strengthening” civilian control of the military. 
A new group of inspectors general will conduct regular checks to see if orders from 
Washington are being carried out, and inspectors general from the various service 
branches will henceforth report to their civilian service secretaries as well as their 
military chiefs. 

October 20 

USA - GOVERNMENT: The United States formally admits that it mistakenly dropped 
a bomb that “inadvertently struck” the French embassy in Hanoi on October 11. The 
United States had previously asserted that the damage was done by a North Viet¬ 
namese SAM-2 antiaircraft missile. Many Frenchmen consider the incident a result 
of the United States using the bombing of North Vietnam to test new weapons. 

October 21 

Negotiations: North Vietnam’s Premier Pham Van Dong announces that Hanoi 
will accept a cease-fire as the first step to a peace settlement. According to Dong’s 
proposal, the cease-fire would be followed by the withdrawal of U.S. forces, with all 
POWs to be released when the settlement is agreed upon. It is also stipulated that 
Saigon and the VC will join in a coalition followed by general elections within six 
months. President Thieu’s status is not mentioned. 

October 22 

Negotiations: Henry Kissinger meets with President Thieu in Saigon to try to 
secure Thieu’s agreement to the cease-fire draft, particularly to Viet Cong participa¬ 
tion in postwar Vietnam. Thieu, who wishes South Vietnam to be recognized as a 
sovereign state, accuses the United States of conspiring with China and the Soviet 
Union to undermine his regime, and rejects the proposed accord almost point for 
point. He presents Kissinger a list of 129 demands that includes recognition of the 
DMZ and South Vietnamese sovereignty, the withdrawal of all North Vietnamese 
forces from the South, and the acknowledgment of the existing governmental struc¬ 
ture in South Vietnam. Kissinger, who is due to initial the draft in Hanoi at the end 
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of the month, cables President Nixon that Thieu’s terms “verge on insanity” and flies 
home to confer with the president. 

Ground War: Bien Hoa airport is hit by a barrage of Communist rockets; South 
Vietnamese commanders report that they do not feel that the peace talks have 
affected military action. 

Air War: U.S. B-52s continue bombing Communist positions in an arc north of 
Saigon; U.S. planes fly 220 missions over North Vietnam. 

Laos: Increased fighting erupts as both Communist and government forces 
attempt to gain ground before an anticipated Indochinese cease-fire. Govern¬ 
ment troops begin a drive to retake the southern village of Saravane, and will 
succeed six days later; but the village will change hands four more times by the 
end of the year. 

October 23 

Negotiations: A U.S. message to Hanoi requests further negotiations, citing dif¬ 
ficulties with Saigon. 

October 24 

Air War: As a sign of good faith, Nixon temporarily suspends the Linebacker raids 
north of the 20th parallel. Interdiction raids in South Vietnam continue. 
Negotiations: According to Nixon administration officials, the principal obstacle 
to a cease-fire is in Saigon, where President Thieu broadcasts a denunciation of the 
cease-fire treaty, calling all peace proposals discussed by Kissinger and Hanoi in 
Paris unacceptable, and urging his troops to wipe out the Communist presence in 
the South “quickly and mercilessly.” 

October 26 

North Vietnam: Radio Hanoi announces that secret talks in Paris have produced 
a tentative agreement to end the war. It broadcasts a summary of the nine-point 
cease-fire draff treaty agreement, accusing the United States of trying to sabotage it 
by claiming difficulties in Saigon. 

USA - Government: Hoping to reassure the North Vietnamese of U.S. sincerity 
and President Thieu of U.S. determination to see the treaty through, Henry Kiss¬ 
inger announces at a White House press conference that “peace is at hand.” “We 
believe that an agreement is in sight.” In his first report on the secret peace talks, 
Kissinger confirms Hanoi’s announcement that a breakthrough occurred on Octo¬ 
ber 8, with both sides reaching an overall agreement on a nine-point peace plan. 
Although denying that the United States agreed to sign the document by October 
31, Kissinger says that he believes that a final agreement can be reached in one more 
meeting with the North Vietnamese lasting “not more than three or four days.” 
NEGOTIATIONS: In Paris at a news conference, Xuan Thuy announces that Hanoi 
and the United States reached an agreement on October 17 on all but two points: 
the release of POWs and post-cease-fire arms shipments. He claims that since North 
Vietnam decided to accept the U.S. proposals on these points, the United States 
refusal to sign the treaty on October 31 and its request for more talks creates an 
“extremely serious situation.” 
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October 29 

South Vietnam: It is decreed in Saigon that all South Vietnamese houses must 
have a national flag displayed on pain of arrest and that the possession or display of 
a VC flag will be punishable by death. Additionally, President Thieu is still working 
on a decree that would make being a Communist or associating with a Communist 
punishable by death. 

Negotiations: The United States announces that the peace accord will definitely 
not be signed by October 31, although optimism is expressed concerning early set¬ 
tlement of the remaining details. 

Ground War: Communists are steadily taking over settlements around Saigon, 
occupying 17 hamlets within 40 miles of the city. Route 1 is cut east and west of 
Saigon. One hundred thirty-eight Communist attacks occur throughout South 
Vietnam, the highest number for any single day in 1972. 

Air WAR: U.S. B-52s and fighter-bombers hit North Vietnam below the 20th paral¬ 
lel. U.S. B-52s fly 23 missions and fighter bombers make 313 strikes against Com¬ 
munist positions in South Vietnam. 

October 31 

Ground War: Hoping to expand their control of South Vietnamese territory 
before a truce goes into effect, several thousand North Vietnamese troops move out 
of sanctuaries in Cambodia and into South Vietnam’s Mekong Delta and the area 
surrounding Saigon, leaving the burden of fighting Cambodian government troops 
to the Khmer Rouge. 

November 1 

South VIETNAM: Continuing his objections to the draff peace treaty developed in 
Paris, President Thieu makes public his opposition to the tentative Kissinger-Tho 
agreement, denouncing it as a “surrender of the South Vietnamese people to the 
Communists” and “only a cease-fire to sell out Vietnam.” 

Negotiations: Xuan Thuy, in a television interview in Paris, asserts that the prob¬ 
lem with the peace settlement is not one of major or minor points, as the United 
States claims, but the seriousness of the United States altogether. Hanoi does not 
object to another Kissinger-Le Due Tho meeting; what Hanoi desires, he says, is that 
the United States keep its word. 

Ground War: In a CH-47 Chinook helicopter crash near My Tho in the Mekong 
Delta, 22 U.S. personnel are killed. 

Air WAR: Heavy U.S. bombing concentrates on North Vietnamese base areas in 
Laos and Cambodia. 

Laos: Two hundred Laotian troops die when their garrison is overrun by North 
Vietnamese and Pathet Lao forces, forcing another 300 soldiers and 1,000 civilians 
into Thailand as they overrun the Nam Thorn Buk Kwang garrison, about 90 miles 
east of Vientiane. This operation is part of an offensive launched October 28 to gain 
ground before the expected cease-fire. 

November 2 

NEGOTIATIONS: President Nixon announces that there will be no signing of 
the draft truce agreement until all remaining issues are resolved. Radio Hanoi 
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announces that the U.S. delay in signing forces North Vietnam to increase fight¬ 
ing on all fronts. 

Ground War: There have been 142 attacks in South Vietnam in the previous 24 
hours. 

USA - Government: The White House discloses that the South Vietnamese air 
force will receive hundreds more aircraft than previously agreed upon. This increase 
is seen as another attempt to coax President Thieu into early acceptance of the 
cease-fire. 

November 7 

USA - Domestic: Richard Nixon defeats Senator George McGovern and is reelected 
president of the United States. Nixon carries all states but Massachusetts for a total 
of 97 percent of the electoral vote; but only 55 percent of the electorate votes in the 
election, the lowest turnout since 1948. The Democrats widen their majority in 
Congress, picking up two Senate seats. Nixon pledges to secure “peace with honor 
in Vietnam.” 

Air WAR: B-52s set a record for concentrated bombing of a single province—Quang 
Tri—in a single day. 

USA - Military: The 1st Signal Brigade departs Vietnam. 

November 8 

South Korea: South Korean troops withdraw from the fighting and retire to rear 
bases. The 37,000 troops of the ROK’s original 48,000-man presence who remain 
are scheduled to depart in December. 

November 10-12 

South Vietnam: There are reports that hard-line Communist troops in the South 
led by General Le Vinh Khoa have rebelled in protest over the pending negotiated 
settlement. Hanoi denies reports of a rebellion, calling them examples of CIA psy¬ 
chological warfare. 

November 11 

Ground War: The massive Long Binh U.S. military base, once the largest U.S. 
installation outside the continental United States, is handed over to the South Viet¬ 
namese. This effectively marks the end of direct U.S. participation in the war. About 
29,000 U.S. soldiers remain in South Vietnam, most of them advisers with ARVN 
troops, helicopter crewmen, and maintenance, supply, and office staff. The United 
States and Hanoi continue to move supplies into South Vietnam in preparation for 
a cease-fire. Communist shelling around Quang Tri City is the heaviest in the area 
since the summer. 

November 14 

USA - Government: One week after his reelection, President Nixon extends to 
President Thieu his “absolute assurance” that the United States will “take swift and 
severe retaliatory action” if Hanoi violates the pending cease-fire once it is in place. 
He instructs Kissinger to present Le Due Tho with 69 amendments to the treaty 
draff submitted by Thieu, despite Kissinger’s protestations that the changes are “pre¬ 
posterous” and may wreck the treaty. 
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President Richard Nixon meets at Camp David with Henry Kissinger (left) and General 
Alexander Haig to discuss the Vietnam situation, November 1 972. (National Archives) 


November 15 

South Vietnam: Willard E. Chambers, chief of the U.S. pacification effort in South 
Vietnam, quits “in sheer disgust,” expressing extreme dissatisfaction with those run¬ 
ning the war effort. Chambers says that, although he always supported the U.S. 
policy of preventing a Communist takeover in South Vietnam, those in charge have 
been unequal to the task: a “parade of overranked non-entities whose actions reflect 
their own ignorance of Vietnam, of the peculiarities of a people’s war and of the 
requirements of counterinsurgency.” 

Air WAR: U.S. planes make over 800 tactical air strikes in North Vietnam’s southern 
panhandle, one of the heaviest days of raids in the war. 

November 20-21 

Negotiations: Henry Kissinger and Le Due Tho hold the 21st round of secret 
peace talks in Paris. Kissinger presents new demands by President Thieu. Besides 
these demands, there are still two major differences between the two sides. The first 
concerns the nature of the international supervisory force (Canada, Hungary, Indo¬ 
nesia, and Poland) that will monitor the agreement. The United States envisions a 
force of several thousand; North Vietnam sees this force as one of no more that 250. 
The other issue is South Vietnam’s sovereignty, which President Thieu insists upon. 
Le Due Tho rejects the list of Thieu’s demands. 
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November 22 

Negotiations: In response to Thieu’s demands, Le Due Tho presents a set of new 
demands of his own. He withdraws the previously offered concession that American 
POWs would be released before political prisoners held by Saigon are freed and 
demands that all American civilian technicians depart along with the U.S. military 
personnel when they withdraw. 

South VIETNAM: A captured North Vietnamese directive signed by Le Duan orders 
Communist forces in South Vietnam to observe a cease-fire scrupulously for the 
first 60 days, and repeats instructions to take as much territory as possible before the 
cease-fire begins. The directive predicts that South Vietnam will violate the cease¬ 
fire with arrests and attempts to retake territory. 

Air War: The United States loses the first B-52 to be brought down by a North 
Vietnamese surface-to-air missile (SAM) near Vinh on the day when B-52s fly their 
heaviest raids of the war over North Vietnam. The Communists claim 19 B-52s shot 
down to date. 

November 23-25 

Negotiations: Secret talks resume in Paris, but appear to be hopelessly deadlocked. 
When the talks break up with no resumption scheduled before December 4, there is 
speculation that the talks have reached an impasse. The most significant issues are 
the implementation of the international supervisory force and Saigon’s insistence 
on the withdrawal of all North Vietnamese troops from South Vietnam. 

November 27 

South Vietnam: Sources in Saigon reveal that U.S. officials have been secretly 
building up U.S. civilian personnel under Department of Defense contracts. About 
10,000 U.S. advisers and technicians have been instructed to stay in South Vietnam 
after a cease-fire, essentially taking over the role of the departing military advisers. 
Ground War: There is heavy fighting in northern South Vietnam, in the foothills 
around Quang Tri. The North Vietnamese have lately relied on artillery, mortar, and 
rocket attacks, possibly reflecting a loss of personnel during the lengthy fighting. 

November 30 

USA - Government: White House press secretary Ron Ziegler says that no more 
public announcements concerning U.S. troop withdrawals from Vietnam will be 
made now that the level of the U.S. presence has fallen to 27,000 men. 

USA - MILITARY: Defense Department sources say that there will not be a full with¬ 
drawal of U.S. forces from Vietnam until a final truce agreement is signed, and that 
such an agreement will not affect the 54,000 U.S. servicemen in Thailand or the 
60,000 aboard Seventh Fleet ships off the Vietnamese coast. 

Ground War: Bad weather slows attempts by South Vietnamese troops to regain 
complete control of Quang Tri Province before the expected cease-fire. 

Air War: B-52s bomb Quang Tri Province and North Vietnam’s southern panhan¬ 
dle; U.S. fighter-bombers fly 40 strikes despite bad weather, which slows attempts 
by South Vietnamese forces to regain control of Quang Tri Province before the 
expected cease-fire. 
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Negotiations: In two separate meetings, President Nixon and Henry Kissinger 
meet with the Joint Chiefs of Staff to brief them on the Paris talks; Kissinger 
expresses the belief that a final agreement is near. 

December 4 

Negotiations: Secret talks resume after a nine-day recess. Commenting on the 
problematical negotiations, Kissinger says that the North Vietnamese have changed 
their position on all of the principal points agreed to by November 20. Contradic¬ 
tory rumors about concessions, agreements, pressures, and plans continue to rise 
around the talks. 

Ground War: The second rocket attack in four days hits Bien Hoa air base. The 
rockets are directed at pre-cease-fire stockpiling of U.S. aircraft. 

December 6 

Negotiations: Secret talks resume in Paris after a 24-hour break during which U.S. 
negotiators receive new instructions from the White House. 

Ground War: Tan Son Nhut Air Base near Saigon is hit by the heaviest Communist 
rocket attack in four years. One U.S. rescue helicopter is destroyed and a fuel dump 
is set ablaze. U.S. planes bomb suspected Communist positions within 10 miles of 
the air base; the strikes are followed by ARVN attacks against the area from which 
the rockets were fired. Heavy fighting continues around Quang Tri. 

December 7 

USA - Government: The State Department announces that 100 Foreign Service 
officers are on the alert to go to South Vietnam after a truce, to report their observa¬ 
tions to the U.S. government, and to relay possible truce violations to the interna¬ 
tional supervisory commission. 

Negotiations: Key issue at the secret Paris talks is currently Saigon’s insistence 
that all North Vietnamese troops be withdrawn from South Vietnam. Communist 
delegates at the formal talks renew their demand that the United States sign the 
October 17 draff agreement without any changes. 

Air War: B-52s drop in excess of 600 tons of bombs in and around the DMZ; 85 
of the 242 strikes flown in the previous 24 hours hit South Vietnam’s northern 
military region. 

December 9 

Air War: Heavy bombing of Communist troops and supply depots along the DMZ 
continues for the third straight day. U.S. fighter-bombers fly 60 missions over North 
Vietnam and 208 in support of South Vietnamese troops in the South. 

December 10 

Negotiations: Technical experts of both sides begin to work on the language of the 
accord, giving rise to expectations that a final agreement is close. 

USA - Government: General Alexander Haig, who has been in Washington, brief¬ 
ing President Nixon on the Paris talks is alerted to fly to Saigon with the accord, so 
that President Thieu can sign at the same time as the United States and Hanoi in 
Paris. 
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Ground War: Fighting continues near Tam Ky and Quang Tri City, although Com¬ 
munist ground attacks are down countrywide. 

Air War: U.S. B-52s bomb both sides of the DMZ for the fourth straight day; 
fighter-bombers make 90 strikes in North Vietnam and 218 in South Vietnam. 

December 12 

Laos: The Pathet Lao propose an immediate truce to be supervised by a commis¬ 
sion formed by representatives of both sides and the existing International Control 
Commission (ICC). The Laotian government will respond with a counterproposal 
on December 19 that will be rejected by the Pathet Lao, whose own cease-fire pro¬ 
posal includes the withdrawal of all U.S. and foreign troops within 90 days and 
the formation of a coalition government, which the Laotian government rejects as 
unconstitutional. 

December 13 

Negotiations: After Kissinger meets with Le Due Tho for six hours, the talks are 
deadlocked; Le Due Tho breaks off the talks, saying he must return to Hanoi for 
consultation. Kissinger flies to the United States to confer with President Nixon. 
However, both parties agree to resume negotiations at a future date. The central 
issues of political power in South Vietnam and President Thieu’s demand that 
Hanoi withdraw its troops or at least recognize Saigon’s sovereignty over South 
Vietnam, which would make North Vietnam’s presence illegal, remain unsettled. 
Kissinger suggests to President Nixon that he step up bombing of North Vietnam 
now or defer such action for one more try at negotiations in January, resuming 
aggressive bombing should new talks fail. 

Ground War: Fighting is heavy in Pleiku and in Quang Tri Province. 

Air War: In the air war, B-52s strike at 100 tanks and several thousand North 
Vietnamese troops heading south over the Ho Chi Minh trail in Laos. Heavy rains 
limit tactical air strikes in North Vietnam to 20, although 323 are flown in support 
of troops in South Vietnam in the last 24 hours. 

December 14 

USA - GOVERNMENT: President Nixon issues a demand that North Vietnam begin 
talking “seriously” or suffer “grave consequences,” at the same time directing the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, AdmiraJ Thomas Moorer, to prepare plans 
for the most intense bombing of the war against military sites in and around Hanoi 
and Haiphong. The Joint Chiefs of Staff have long lobbied for permission to bomb 
this area. 

Negotiations: Teams of experts from each side meet to discuss technicalities and 
protocols. During these discussions, the North Vietnamese representatives submit a 
Vietnamese text of the protocol on prisoners containing several important changes 
that Hanoi failed to join in the main negotiating sessions. 

December 15 

THAILAND: The publication of a new interim constitution ends 13 months of abso¬ 
lute rule by Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, who led the coup of November 17, 
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1971. Not much changes; martial law continues and Kittikachorn becomes premier, 
minister of defense, and minister of foreign affairs in a government dominated by 
military men. 

December 16 

Negotiations: North Vietnam once again criticizes the United States for break¬ 
ing the agreement to maintain silence on the secret talks and “stone-walled from 
beginning to end” in the technical talks. The PRG delegation to the formal Paris 
talks blames the United States for preventing a final agreement by proposing the 
withdrawal of North Vietnamese troops from South Vietnam and the re-establish¬ 
ment of the DMZ. The Communists refuse to set a date for the resumption of nego¬ 
tiations. Henry Kissinger breaks his silence on the secret talks and announces at a 
news conference in Washington that the talks have failed to achieve what President 
Nixon regards as “just and fair agreement to end the war.” The deadlock centers on 
the nature of the international supervisory team and U.S. insistence on Saigon’s sov¬ 
ereignty over South Vietnam. Kissinger charges that Hanoi is to blame for the failure 
to reach an agreement, and asserts that the United States will not be blackmailed, 
stampeded, or charmed into an agreement. 

Thailand: In Thailand, Premier Thanom Kittikachorn gives approval, and MACV 
and Seventh Air Force Headquarters announce that planning has been completed 
for relocation of MACV from Saigon to Nakom Phanom Air Base in Thailand once 
the cease-fire is enacted. MACV will be renamed Military Assistance Command 
Southeast Asia (MACSEA). 

December 18-31 

USA - Government: The Nixon administration announces the resumption of 
bombing and mining of North Vietnam, saying that the full-scale raids will con¬ 
tinue until “such time as a settlement is arrived at.” Strikes are ordered at targets 
not previously bombed. White House press secretary Ronald Ziegler says that the 
bombing will end only when all U.S. POWs are released and an internationally 
recognized cease-fire is in force. 

Air War: Operation Linebacker II commences. It is designed to force the North 
Vietnamese back to the negotiating table. U.S. aircraft, including both B-52s and 
fighter-bombers, will conduct the most concentrated air offensive of the war. Dur¬ 
ing this operation, also called the “Christmas Bombing,” which lasts for eleven days 
these planes will drop 40,000 tons of bombs, mostly over the densely populated area 
between Hanoi and Haiphong. 

In a throwback to past aerial combat, Staff Sergeant Samuel O. Turner, the tail 
gunner on a Boeing B-52D bomber, downs a trailing MiG-21 with a blast from .50 
caliber machine guns near Hanoi. Six days later, Airman First Class Albert E. Moore, 
also a B-52 gunner, will shoot down a second MiG-21 after a strike on the Thai 
Nguyen rail yard. These will be the only aerial gunner kills of the war. 

Ground War: In Vietnam, heavy fighting continues for the third day around Quang 
Tri City, where South Vietnamese paratroopers supported by U.S. B-52s have been 
battling for control of Fire Base Anne, eight miles southwest of Quang Tri City. Over 
150 North Vietnamese reportedly are killed in the fighting. 
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Australia/New Zealand: Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam war ends with 
the withdrawal of a final group of about 60 military advisers from Saigon. The Aus¬ 
tralian combat role ended in November 1971. 

December 19 

North Vietnam: Hanoi’s foreign ministry, calling the new B-52 raids against 
Hanoi, Haiphong, and six provinces “extremely barbaric,” accuses the United States 
of premeditated intensification of the war and calls the action insane. 
Negotiations: North Vietnam’s negotiator Xuan Thuy rebuts Henry Kissinger’s 
assertion that additional demands by Hanoi stalled the talks, claiming that the 
United States wrecked the talks when Kissinger brought 126 changes of the October 
draft to the November 20 meeting. 

Air War: MACV reports three B-52s and two fighter-bombers lost since the 
resumption of the bombing and mining above the 20th parallel. Fifteen flyers are 
listed as missing. More than 100 B-52s from Guam and Thailand and hundreds of 
fighter-bombers participate in the raids. An estimated 185 surface to air missiles are 
fired at the B-52s over the Hanoi-Haiphong area. 

Sea War: The USS Goldsborough, shelling North Vietnam, is hit by return fire, 
which kills two and wounds three. 

December 19-20 

International: Italy, the Netherlands, and Sweden officially condemn the resump¬ 
tion of American bombing above the 20th parallel, as do China and the Soviet 
Union. Le Monde compares the attacks to the bombing of Guernica during the 
Spanish Civil War; the Manchester Guardian calls the bombing “the action of a 
man blinded by fury or incapable of seeing the consequences of what he is doing.” 
Pope Paul VI and Secretary-general Kurt Waldheim both express concern for world 
peace. 

December 20 

North Vietnam: Hanoi Radio reports 215 persons killed and 325 wounded in Hanoi 
by the U.S. raids of December 18 and 19; 45 killed and 131 wounded in Haiphong 
on December 18. Thousands of homes and civilian buildings are destroyed or dam¬ 
aged. Nixon administration officials claim that the raids have caused heavy damage 
to military targets. 

December 21 

Negotiations: The Communist delegations walk out of the formal Paris peace 
talks in protest over the bombing of North Vietnam, calling for another session 
on December 28. Citing reports of heavy casualties and a million new refugees, 
Thich Nhat Hahn, chief of the Vietnamese Buddhist peace delegation to Paris, says 
Buddhists are astonished to read that most Americans think the war is over, when 
suffering in Vietnam is at its worst in 10 years. 

Ground WAR: Although ground action elsewhere is relatively light, major fighting 
continues in the Quang Tri City region. 

Air War: Linebacker II raids continue. The Cuban and Egyptian embassies are hit 
in Hanoi, as one Russian and Chinese freighters in Haiphong. Over Ban Laongam, 
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Laos, an AC-130 gunship is shot down, resulting 
in the loss of 14 airmen from the 16th SOS. 
Cambodia: Cambodian and South Vietnamese 
troops join in an operation to clear insurgents 
from an area of southeast Cambodia 35 miles 
south of Phnom Penh. 

December 22 

Air War: Linebacker II continues. Bach Mai, 
Hanoi’s largest hospital, is hit by U.S. planes; 
the Indian embassy in Hanoi is damaged. Ten B- 
52s, each costing $8 million, have been lost since 
December 18, along with at least 55 flyers listed 
as missing, a number equal to 13 percent of the 
POWs held by Hanoi before the raids. 

USA - Government: Washington announces that 
the bombing of North Vietnam will continue until 
Hanoi agrees to negotiate “in a spirit of good will 
and in a constructive attitude.” 

USA - Domestic: Forty-one U.S. religious leaders 
issue a pastoral letter condemning the bombing 
of North Vietnam. The intensified bombing has 
revived antiwar protests. 



Master Sergeant 
Louis E. LeBlanc, 
a crewman on 
a B-52 shot 
down over Hanoi 
during Operation 
Linebacker II, 
is captured by 
militiamen in HaTay 
Province, northwest 
of Hanoi, December 
22,1972. (Texas Tech 
University Vietnam 
Archive) 


December 23 

Air War: The East German embassy and the 
Hungarian commercial mission in Hanoi are hit 
in the seventh day of U.S. bombing; reports persist 
that a POW camp has been hit, with U.S. POWs killed and wounded. 

USA - Military: USAF officials, announcing that 97 percent of U.S. B-52s make 
it through Hanoi’s Russian SAM-2 bomber defense system—designed as a defense 
against B-52s—say this proves that B-52s can penetrate Russian defenses. 


December 24 

South Vietnam: Comedian Bob Hope gives what he says is his last Christmas show 
to U.S. servicemen in Saigon. The show marks his ninth consecutive Christmas 
appearance in Vietnam. Hope endorses President Nixon’s bombing of North Viet¬ 
nam to force it to accept U.S. peace terms, and receives South Vietnam’s highest 
civilian medal for his “anti-Communist zeal.” 

Air WAR: U.S. officials report the loss of an 11th B-52 and announce a temporary 
Christmas halt to the bombing, to roughly correspond with the 24-hour Christmas 
truce being observed by South Vietnam and the Communists on the ground in the 
South. 


December 25 

USA - Military: U.S. military strength in South Vietnam is reduced by 700 men 
this week, to a total of 24,000, the lowest total in almost eight years. 
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Ground War: Communist forces shell the Danang air base and surrounding areas, 
damaging five U.S. helicopters. 

Air War: Intense U.S. bombing is resumed above the 20th parallel after a 36-hour 
lull because, according to U.S. officials, Hanoi has sent no word that it is ready to 
resume peace talks. The amount of bombs dropped on North Vietnam between 
December 18 and December 24 equals half the tonnage dropped on England during 
World War II. 

December 26 

Negotiations: Nguyen Thanh Le, spokesman for the North Vietnamese delegation 
at the formal Paris peace talks, says Hanoi is willing to resume negotiations once the 
United States stops bombing above the 20th parallel. 

Air War: U.S. planes, including 120 B-52s, stage the most violent attack of the war 
on Hanoi, raining bombs on downtown Hanoi for more than 40 minutes and losing 
at least five B-52s. 

December 27 

South Vietnam: President Thieu, on the day before the expiration of his special 
powers, signs a decree that will eliminate virtually all of South Vietnam’s political 
parties except for his own Democratic party, which was formed in November. 
Ground War: Fighting in the Quang Tri area continues, with the South Vietnam¬ 
ese command reporting 56 Communist ground attacks in the last 24 hours. 
Australia: Australia ends its military aid to South Vietnam and its training program 
for Cambodian troops. Some observers feel that this surprise aid cut will adversely 
affect Nixon administration efforts to obtain military aid from Congress. 

December 28 

North Vietnam: Hanoi announces heavy damage and destruction of densely pop¬ 
ulated civilian areas in Hanoi, Haiphong, and their suburbs. 

Ground War: More than 1,900 mortar and artillery shells hit South Vietnamese 
troops in Quang Tri Province. North Vietnamese troops beat back a South Vietnam¬ 
ese attempt to recapture Firebase November in the Central Highlands. 

December 29 

INTERNATIONAL: Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden, Belgium, and Austria officially 
protest the U.S. bombing of North Vietnam. England, France, and West Germany 
maintain official silence despite public demands for official condemnation. 

December 30 

USA - Government: Washington announces that negotiations between Kissinger 
and Fe Due Tho will resume on January 2. In response to the scheduled resump¬ 
tion of the peace talks, President Nixon orders a halt to Finebacker II, but bomb¬ 
ing below the 20th parallel continues. A total of 20,000 tons of bombs have been 
dropped on North Vietnam during the most intense U.S. bombing operation of the 
Vietnam War. Fifteen B-52s and 11 other U.S. aircraft were lost, along with 93 flyers 
downed or killed, missing, or captured. Many government officials believe that the 
bombing and naval bombardment of North Vietnam has been counterproductive 
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because of heavy U.S. losses, international opposition, and growing congressional 
opposition. Nixon supporters maintain that the bombing has brought the Com¬ 
munists back to the negotiating table. 

December 31 

Negotiations: In a statement issued in Paris, the Hanoi delegation to the regular 
peace talks asserts that the U.S. bombing did not succeed in “subjugating the Viet¬ 
namese people,” and calls attention to the losses of U.S. planes and the unfavorable 
world reaction to the raids. 

Year-end Summary: By this date, U.S. military strength has declined to 24,200 
from 159,000 at the start of the year. A total of 4,300 U.S. servicemen were killed 
during 1972, bringing the total number of U.S. military personnel killed in action 
to date to 45,926. South Vietnamese troop strength at the end of 1972 is 1.1 million 
men and women under arms. A total of 39,587 South Vietnamese military person¬ 
nel died in 1972, for a total of losses to date of 195,847 KIA. 


1973 

January 5 

USA - Government: President Nixon promises President Thieu privately that 
the United States will respond with “full force” if Hanoi violates the diplomatic 
settlement. 

January 8 

Air WAR: Captain Paul D. Howman (pilot) and First Lieutenant Lawrence W. Kull- 
man (WSO), flying in a McDonnell Douglas F-4D, shoot down a MiG-21 near 
Hanoi, the last recorded aerial victory in the Vietnam War. 

January 8-19 

Negotiations: National Security Advisor Henry Kissinger and Hanoi’s Le Due Tho 
resume negotiations in Paris. An agreement is reached on January 9, and a joint 
U.S.-North Vietnamese announcement issued January 18 says Kissinger and Tho will 
meet again on January 23 “for the purpose of completing the text of an agreement.” 

January 15 

Negotiations: Citing “progress” in the Paris negotiations between Kissinger and 
Le Due Tho, President Nixon halts the most concentrated bombing of the war, as 
well as mining, shelling, and all other offensive actions against North Vietnam. The 
cessation of hostilities against North Vietnam does not extend to South Vietnam, 
where the fighting continues. 

USA - Government: President Nixon threatens to cut aid to South Vietnam if 
Thieu does not comply with the peace proposals being worked out by Kissinger 
and Le Due Tho. 

January 18-26 

Ground War: In the South, heavy fighting breaks out as both sides scramble to 
gain as much territory as possible before the cease-fire goes into effect. 
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Air WAR: Between January 17 and 25, U.S. planes make nearly 3,000 strikes in 
South Vietnam. 

January 20 

USA - Government: President Nixon sends another ultimatum to President Thieu 
regarding signing of the peace settlement, demanding an answer by January 21. 

January 23 

Negotiations: President Nixon announces that Henry Kissinger and Le Due Tho 
have initialled a peace agreement in Paris “to end the war and bring peace with 
honor in Vietnam and Southeast Asia.” This agreement is very similar to the one 
they had agreed to in October. The agreement calls for a cease-fire that will begin 
at 0800 hours, January 28, Saigon time (1900 hours, January 27, Eastern Standard 
Time). Under the provisions of the agreement, all POWs will be released within 60 
days. 

January 24 

Negotiations: National Security Advisor Henry Kissinger announces that a truce 
is also expected in Laos and Cambodia. 

January 27 

Negotiations: The United States, South Vietnam, the PRG, and North Vietnam 
formally sign “An Agreement Ending the War and Restoring Peace in Vietnam” 
in Paris. Due to South Vietnam’s unwillingness to recognize the Viet Cong’s Pro¬ 
visional Revolutionary Government, all references to it are confined to a two- 
party version of the document signed by North Vietnam and the United States. 
In order to get the South Vietnamese to sign the agreement, they are presented 
with a separate document that does not make reference to the PRG, due to Sai¬ 
gon’s long-time refusal to recognize the Viet Cong as a legitimate participant in 
the discussions to end the war. The settlement includes an in-place cease-fire 
throughout Vietnam. In addition, the United States agrees to the withdrawal of 
all U.S. troops and advisers (now totaling about 23,700) and the dismantling of 
all U.S. bases within 60 days. In return, the North Vietnamese agree to release all 
U.S. and other prisoners of war. Nixon calls it “peace with honor,” but fighting 
continues in Vietnam. 

USA - Government: Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird announces the end of the 
draft. 

Ground War: The last U.S. serviceman to die in combat in Vietnam, Lieutenant 
Colonel William B. Nolde, is killed by an artillery shell in An Loc at 2100 hours, 11 
hours before the truce is to go into effect. Four Americans are killed in the last week 
of the war. 

South Vietnam: Saigon controls about 75 percent of South Vietnam’s territory 
and 85 percent of its population. The South Vietnamese army is well-equipped via 
last-minute deliveries of U.S. weapons, and will continue to receive U.S. aid after 
the cease-fire; the South Vietnamese air force is now the fourth largest in the world. 
The CIA estimates that there are about 145,000 North Vietnamese soldiers in South 
Vietnam, about the same as the year before. 
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January 28 

Negotiations: A cease-fire goes into effect at 8 a.m., Saigon time (midnight on 
January 27, Greenwich Mean Time). This proves to be only a momentary lull, as 
the fighting renews almost immediately with both the ARVN and NVA jockeying 
for key positions. 

CAMBODIA: Lon Nol proposes a cease-fire, but his proposal will be rejected by Prince 
Sihanouk on April 9. 

January 30 

USA - Government: Melvin Laird resigns as secretary of defense and is succeeded 
by Elliott Richardson. 

February 1 

USA - Government: In a secret letter to North Vietnamese premier Pham Van 
Dong, President Nixon pledges to contribute to “postwar reconstruction in North 
Vietnam” in the “range of $3.25 billion” over five years. 

February 5 

Negotiations: Direct talks begin between the Provisional Revolutionary Govern¬ 
ment and the South Vietnamese government, but there is little progress. 

Air War: A U.S. EC-47Q aircraft is shot down over Saravan, Laos; eight airmen 
from the 56th Special Operations Wing are killed. 

February 6 

Negotiations: In accordance with the Paris Peace Accords, supervisors from the 
International Commission of Control and Supervision (ICCS), who have been del¬ 
egated to oversee the cease-fire in place, start to take up their positions; they are 
from Canada, Hungary, and India. 

February 7 

Diplomacy: Canada becomes the first Western nation to recognize North 
Vietnam. 

February 12-27 

POWs: The return of U.S. POWs as part of the peace settlement begins with North 
Vietnam’s release of 142 of 587 U.S. prisoners at Hanoi’s Gia Lam airport. The first 
20 POWs arrive at Travis Air Force Base in California on February 14. The release 
program will continue after a delay on February 27, when North Vietnam accuses 
the United States of “encouraging” Saigon to make difficulties for the Four Party 
Joint Military Commission and claims that Saigon had conducted 20,000 military 
operations since the beginning of the cease-fire. 

February 15 

Negotiations: Following four days of talks between Henry Kissinger and Pham 
Van Dong in Hanoi, the United States and North Vietnam issue a joint communi¬ 
que agreeing to establish a joint economic commission to develop economic rela¬ 
tions, particularly with regard to U.S. contribution to reconstruction and “healing 
the wounds of war” in North Vietnam. 
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February 16 

Negotiations: The Four-Party Joint Military Commission with representatives 
from among the recent combatants, appeals to both sides in South Vietnam to 
respect the cease-fire and reaffirms prohibition on air combat missions. 

Ground War: Specialist Fifth Class James L. Scroggins is mortally wounded when 
his CH-47C helicopter of the 18th Aviation Company, is shot down south of An 
Loc. He will die on February 23. 

February 20 

Air War: U.S. warplanes begin a series of missions over Cambodia in support of 
Lon Nol’s military forces, being pressed hard by the Khmer Rouge and their North 
Vietnamese allies. 

February 21 

Laos: Souvanna Phouma’s government and the Pathet Lao announce they have 
reached a cease-fire agreement, ending 20 years of war despite some continued 
fighting. The agreement provides for cessation of all military activities in Laos, 
including that by the United States and North Vietnamese. 

February 23 

LISA - Military: Last U.S. air cavalry units depart Vietnam. 

March 

River War: U.S. Navy Operations Market Time, Game Warden, and Clearwater 
are discontinued. 

North Vietnam: General Tran Van Tra, one of the leading Communist com¬ 
manders in the South, is summoned back to Hanoi to attend a high-level meeting. 
Spurred by the absence of U.S. B-52s, Hanoi launches a huge logistical program 
to prepare for future military operations in the South. An all-weather road is built 
from Quang Tri to the Mekong Delta, and work begins on a 3,000-mile oil pipe¬ 
line from Quang Tri to Loc Ninh, the major headquarters 75 miles northwest of 
Saigon. Allied officials meanwhile report that Communist forces are building up 
supplies and military equipment in the border province of Tay Ninh, northwest 
of Saigon. 

THAILAND: The last of the Royal Thai Army Volunteer Force departs from South 
Vietnam. 

March 10 

South Korea: The ROK Capital Division departs from South Vietnam. 

March 15 

USA - Government: President Nixon hints that the United States might intervene 
again in Vietnam to prevent Communist violations of the truce. Nixon has pre¬ 
viously assured President Thieu that “We will respond with full force should the 
settlements be violated by North Vietnam.” 

March 16 

South Korea: The ROK 9th Infantry Division withdraws from Vietnam. 
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March 17 

CAMBODIA: A Cambodian pilot bombs the presidential palace in Phnom Penh in an 
unsuccessful attempt to kill Lon Nol. 

March 27 

USA - Government: The White House announces that bombing of Cambodia at 
the request of Cambodian president Lon Nol will continue until Communist forces 
end military operations there and agree to a cease-fire. 

March 28 

South Vietnam: The 60-day, first phase of Vietnam’s cease-fire ends with contin¬ 
ued fighting. 

USA - Military: The 1st Aviation Brigade departs Vietnam. This date is announced 
as the cut-off date for award of the Vietnam Service Medal and the Republic of 
Vietnam Campaign Medal. 

March 29 

USA - Military: The last U.S. troops leave South Vietnam, ending nearly 10 years 
of U.S. military presence in that country. U.S. Military Assistance Command Viet¬ 
nam headquarters is disestablished. Only a defense attache office and a few marine 
guards at the Saigon American embassy remain, although some 8,500 U.S. civilians 
stay on. 

POWs: Hanoi releases the last 67 of its acknowledged POWs, bringing the total 
number released to 590. They arrive at Clark Air Base, Philippines, on April 1. 

The Vietnam War is over for the United States. The cost of the war has been 
staggering. More than 3,000,000 Americans served in Vietnam; 47,253 were killed 
in action or died as a result of combat; and 10,449 died of nonbattle injuries. Some 
313,919 Americans were wounded in action; 153,300 of these were classified as 
“seriously” wounded, while 1,340 Americans are listed as missing in action. A total 
of 4,865 helicopters and 3,720 fixed-wing aircraft were shot down or otherwise 
destroyed. Eight million tons of bombs were expended in the war—four times the 
total tonnage dropped in all of World War II. For South Vietnam 223,748 military 
personnel were killed and 499,026 were wounded. It is estimated that nearly a mil¬ 
lion NVA and VC died in the fighting. And 415,000 civilians were killed and another 
935,000 wounded. 

April 2 

USA - Government: The U.S. Senate approves 88-3 an amendment forbidding 
any aid to North Vietnam without prior and specific approval by the Congress. In 
California, President Nixon and President Thieu end a two-day visit with a joint 
communique expressing “full consensus” and a U.S. promise of continuing eco¬ 
nomic aid to South Vietnam. Thieu says he will never ask the United States to send 
troops back to South Vietnam. Nixon makes it clear that future aid is dependent 
upon congressional approval. 

April 4 

USA - Government: The House of Representatives unexpectedly rejects a White 
House-sponsored request to increase military aid to South Vietnam. 
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April 9 

CAMBODIA: Prince Sihanouk, acting as spokesman for the Cambodian rebels, rejects 
Lon Nol’s truce proposal. 

April 19-August 8 

USA - Domestic: Representative Elizabeth Holtzman (D-N.Y.) and four air force 
officers file suit in federal district court to halt the “secret American bombing of 
Cambodia.” On July 25, Federal District Court Judge Orrin G. Judd rules in favor 
of their suit, although the White House requests and receives a stay of Judge Judd’s 
decision from the court of appeals two days later. On August 1, Supreme Court Jus¬ 
tice William O. Douglas orders the bombing halted on an appeal from Holtzman, 
but is overruled by a full sitting of the Supreme Court a few hours later. On August 
8, the court of appeals finally overturns Judge Judd’s initial ruling, which called U.S. 
bombing in Cambodia “unauthorized and illegal.” 

April 27-May 2 

Ground War: South Vietnamese forces conduct a successful attacks into Svay 
Rieng Province in Cambodia against Communist base areas. It is the last large-scale 
ARVN offensive of the war. 

June 4 

USA - Government: The U.S. Senate approves a bill to block funds for any U.S. 
military activities in Indochina, and the House of Representatives concurs. Nixon 
and Kissinger lobby to postpone the ban until August 15, to enable the continued 
bombing of Cambodia. 

June 13 

Negotiations: A new accord, which becomes known as “Son of Cease-fire,” seeks 
to strengthen the January 27 cease-fire agreement in South Vietnam. Representa¬ 
tives of the original signers of the January 27 cease-fire sign a new 14-point agree¬ 
ment calling for an end to all cease-fire violations in South Vietnam. Coming at 
the end of month-long negotiations between Kissinger and Tho, the settlement 
includes an end to all military activities at noon, June 15; an end to U.S. reconnais¬ 
sance flights over North Vietnam; the resumption of U.S. minesweeping operations 
in North Vietnamese waters; the resumption of U.S. talks on aid to North Vietnam; 
and the meeting of commanders of opposing forces in South Vietnam to prevent 
outbreaks of hostilities. This agreement proves no more effective than the original 
peace agreement. 

June 24 

USA - Government: Graham Martin is sworn in as ambassador to South Vietnam, 
replacing Ellsworth Bunker, who had served in that capacity since 1967. 

June 29-30 

USA - GOVERNMENT: Congress agrees that bombing in Cambodia can continue 
until August 15, after which spending for any military activity in Indochina must 
be approved by Congress. 
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July 

Naval War: U.S. Task Force 78 completes the clearing of Haiphong and other 
North Vietnamese harbors of mines laid down by the United States since May 1972, 
in accordance with the cease-fire agreement of January 27. 

July 16-17 

USA - Government: The Senate Armed Services Committee begins a probe into 
allegations that the U.S. Air Force made thousands of secret B-52 raids into Cam¬ 
bodia in 1969 and 1970 at a time when the United States recognized the neutrality 
of the Sihanouk regime in Cambodia. The Pentagon acknowledges that the raids 
against Cambodia were authorized by President Nixon and then-secretary of defense 
Melvin Laird. Sihanouk denies the State Department claim that he requested or 
authorized the bombing; Laird and Kissinger deny that they knew of or authorized 
the falsification of records. 

August 8 

USA - Government: Vice President Agnew brands as “damned lies” reports that he 
took kickbacks from government contracts in Maryland. He vows never to resign. 

August 14 

CAMBODIA: After several days of intense bombing in the area around Phnom Penh, 
Operations Arc Light and Freedom Deal end as the United States ceases bombing 
Cambodia at midnight in accordance with the deadline previously set by Congress, 
bringing to an end 12 years of combat activity in Indochina. The United States con¬ 
tinues unarmed reconnaissance flights and military aid to Cambodia and Laos, but 
all direct U.S. military action in Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam ceases. 

August 17 

USA - Government: Washington reveals plans to withdraw U.S. troops from 
Thailand. 

August 22 

USA - GOVERNMENT: President Nixon announces that Henry Kissinger is to become 
secretary of state, replacing William P. Rogers, who resigns the same day. 

August 26 

South Vietnam: Candidates supported by President Thieu sweep South Viet¬ 
namese national elections, the first since 1972. Thieu maintains a firm grip on the 
legislature. 

August 31 

CAMBODIA: After heavy fighting around Kampong Cham, forces loyal to Sihanouk 
launch a direct attack on the town and make large gains. 

September 22 

Ground War: Fighting rages at an ARVN base near Pleiku. Le Minh firebase is 
taken by an NVA force supported by tanks, and an attempt by the ARVN to retake 
it on October 25 will be bloodily repulsed. 
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September 29-30 

Ground War: Heavy fighting takes place at Kheim Hanh, when an ARVN sweep 
against North Vietnamese forces backfires and an ARVN battalion is decimated. 

September 30 

CAMBODIA: Cambodian government forces complete the process of regaining Kam- 
pong Cham. 

October 

North Vietnam: Pham Van Dong and Le Duan, seeking military aid for North 
Vietnam, are rebuffed in both Moscow and Beijing. 

October 1 

South VIETNAM: President Thieu declares that the Communists are planning a 
spring 1974 “general offensive” and calls for “preemptive attacks.” 

October 3-7 

Ground War: South Vietnamese forces carry out heavy raids against the PRG zone 
in Tay Ninh Province in MR III. 

October 10 

USA - Government: Vice President Spiro T. Agnew pleads no contest to tax evasion 
and resigns. He is replaced by Gerald R. Ford, Jr. 

October 15 

Ground War: Leadership of the Communist forces in South Vietnam issues an 
order to begin counterattacks on South Vietnamese bases and other targets in retali¬ 
ation for Saigon’s earlier operations. 

October 16 

INTERNATIONAL: Henry Kissinger and North Vietnamese diplomat Le Due Tho are 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for negotiating the Paris peace accords. Kissinger 
accepts, but Tho declines the award until such time as “peace is truly established.” 

October 24 

Ground War: U.S. intelligence reports that, since the cease-fire, the North Vietnam¬ 
ese military presence in South Vietnam has increased by 70,000 troops, 400 tanks, at 
least 200 artillery pieces, 15 antiaircraft artillery sites, and 12 airfields. An all-weather 
road from North Vietnam to Tay Ninh Province has almost been completed. 

USA - Government: Nixon vetoes the War Powers Resolution, which would limit 
presidential power to commit armed forces abroad without congressional approval. 
The bill would require the president to report to Congress within 48 hours after 
commitment of armed forces to foreign combat and would limit to 60 days the 
time they may stay without congressional approval. Nixon claims that the bill would 
impose “unconstitutional and dangerous restrictions” on presidential authority. 

November 

Ground War: North Vietnamese tanks and troops seize two South Vietnamese 
camps near the Cambodian border in a two-day battle, one of the most savage since 
the January 28 cease-fire. 
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November 4-7 

Ground War: The fall of three ARVN bases in Quang Due Province enables the 
communists to control the main communication route from Kontum and Pleiku 
to the south. 

November 7 

USA - Government: Congress overrides President Nixon’s veto and passes the War 
Powers Resolution, which limits presidential authority to send troops into combat 
abroad. 

December 3 

Ground War: Viet Cong raiders destroy 18 million gallons of oil in storage tanks 
near Saigon. 

December 6 

USA - Government: Gerald Ford is sworn in as the first unelected vice president, 
succeeding Spiro T. Agnew. 

December 15 

South Vietnam: Communist troops ambush a Joint Military Commission- 
sanctioned MIA recovery team, killing a U.S. Army officer and wounding four 
Americans and several South Vietnamese soldiers. 

December 31 

Year-end Summary: The size of the U.S. military contingent in Vietnam is lim¬ 
ited to 50, after 46,163 U.S. military personnel killed in action to date. Estimated 
strength of South Vietnamese forces is 1,110,000, with 223,748 South Vietnamese 
armed forces personnel killed in action to date. 

1974 

January 4 

Ground War: South Vietnamese troops report that 55 soldiers have been killed in 
two clashes with Communist forces. 

South Vietnam: Claiming that the war has “restarted,” President Thieu asserts, “We 
cannot allow the communists a situation in which ... they can launch harassing 
attacks against us,” and orders his forces to launch a counteroffensive to retake lost 
territory. The announcement essentially marks the end of attempts to adhere to the 
agreements of the Paris Peace Accords. 

January 15-28 

CAMBODIA: Khmer Rouge inflict large number of civilian casualties when shelling 
Phnom Penh. 

January 27 

Ground War: The fighting continues in South Vietnam despite the cease-fire that 
was initiated on January 28, 1973, under the provisions of the Paris Peace Accords 
and the June 13 “Son of Cease-Fire” agreement. Saigon reports that 13,778 govern¬ 
ment soldiers, 2,159 civilians, and 45,057 Communist troops have died in the fight¬ 
ing since the 1973 truce. 
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February 

Ground War: ARVN troops begin major offensive against areas controlled by the 
Provisional Revolutionary Government in central South Vietnam and west of Sai¬ 
gon; intense fighting follows. 

February 22 

USA - MILITARY: The National Academy of Science reports, in a study ordered by 
Congress and commissioned by the Pentagon, that the use of chemical herbicides in 
the Vietnam War by the United States did damage to the ecology of South Vietnam 
that might last as long as a century. 

March 30 

South Vietnam: Saigon information minister Hoang Due Nha warns that North 
Vietnam is planning a general offensive to reconquer South Vietnam. Fighting in the 
Central Highlands this month between Kontum and Chuong Nghia is the bloodiest 
since the cease-fire. 

April 5 

Laos: A new coalition government is formed with Souvanna Phouma as premier and 
Prince Souphanouvong, leader of the Pathet Lao, as one of the deputy premiers. 

April 5-7 

CAMBODIA: Khmer Rouge forces overrun six outposts protecting Phnom Penh. 

May 

Ground War: North Vietnamese general Tran Van Tra estimates that his forces 
have recaptured all the territory in the Mekong Delta taken by the South Vietnamese 
following the cease-fire. 

May 6 

USA - GOVERNMENT: The U.S. Senate turns down a Nixon administration request 
for $266,000,000 in military aid for South Vietnam. 

May 9-July 30 

USA - GOVERNMENT: The House of Representatives Judiciary Committee opens 
impeachment hearings against President Richard Nixon, voting to impeach him on 
three counts on July 30. 

May 22 

USA - Government: The U.S. House of Representatives approves a $474,000,000 
cutback in aid to South Vietnam. 

July 9 

Cambodia: Prince Sihanouk rejects another request by Lon Nol for truce talks. 

August 5-11 

USA - Government: Congress places a $1 billion ceiling on military aid to South 
Vietnam for fiscal year 1974. This figure is trimmed to $700 million by August 11. 
Military aid to South Vietnam in fiscal year 1973 was $2.8 billion; in 1975 it will be 
$300 million. 
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August 8 

USA - Government: Under siege because of revelations of criminal acts con¬ 
nected to the Watergate scandal, Richard Nixon announces that he will resign the 
office of president at 12 p.m. on August 9. 

Ground War: Communist forces continue attacks around Danang. U.S. officials 
estimate that North Vietnamese forces in the South are stronger than at any previ¬ 
ous time in the war. 

August 9 

USA - Government: Richard Nixon resigns as president; Vice President Gerald R. 
Ford becomes president. 

August 15 

Ground War: North Vietnamese tanks break out from Ben Cat and get to within 
15 miles of Saigon. 

September 4 

USA - MILITARY: General Creighton Abrams, U.S. Army chief of staff, dies in office 
from cancer. 

September 8 

USA - GOVERNMENT: President Ford pardons former president Richard Nixon. 

September 10 

South Vietnam: South Vietnam protests construction of air bases in the Provi¬ 
sional Revolutionary Government zone on the basis that it has control of all air 
space over South Vietnam. 

September 14 

Laos: A provisional administration is formed in Laos that includes members of 
both the Communist Pathet Lao and the former Royal Laotian government. 

September 16 

USA - GOVERNMENT: President Ford offers amnesty to Vietnam-era draft evaders. 

September 28 

Ground War: In the northern provinces, NVA troops, after a series of successful 
pushes in July and August, close to within 15 miles of Hue. NVA pressure on the city 
is maintained throughout October. 

October 

North VIETNAM: During a Politburo session, Communist political and military lead¬ 
ers, concluding that the United States is unlikely to intervene and cannot save Thieu 
even if it does, tentatively decide on a major offensive to be launched in 1975. 

October 3 

USA - MILITARY: General Fred Weyand succeeds General Abrams as the U.S. Army 
chief of staff. 
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October 8 

Ground War: The PRG calls on public figures and organizations in South Vietnam 
to work for overthrow of Thieu government and establishment of new regime in 
Saigon. 

November 

South Vietnam: Following rioting and protests by anti-government demonstrators 
in Saigon, which lead to violent clashes with police, several leading South Vietnamese 
opposition members publicly denounce President Thieu and his “repressive” policies. 
DIPLOMACY: Kissinger concludes from discussions with Russia and China that both 
nations consider Saigon doomed and are concentrating on expanding their own 
spheres of influence—the Chinese in Cambodia and the Russians in Vietnam. The 
promise of aid from the Soviet Union encourages Hanoi to accelerate plans for 
military operations. 

November 30 

CAMBODIA: Lon Nol again proposes a cease-fire in Cambodia. 

December 3 

South Vietnam: South Vietnamese intelligence reports that it has obtained docu¬ 
ments indicating that the Communists are planning a sharp increase in fighting for 
the coming season. 

December 13 

Ground War: General Tran Van Tra and Pham Hung, head of the Communist 
Central Office for South Vietnam and political commissar for Communist forces in 
the South, order the 301st Corps, made up of the 7th Division and newly formed 
3rd Division, to attack Phuoc Long Province, north of Saigon. This is to be a test 
case to determine how the South Vietnamese will respond to a multi-division attack, 
but more importantly to see how the United States will respond. 

December 31 

USA - MILITARY: U.S. military strength in Vietnam remains at 50 personnel. 
Ground WAR: South Vietnamese Command reports that 80,000 persons have been 
killed in fighting throughout the country this year, the highest total for any year of 
the war. 


1975 

January 1 

Cambodia: Khmer Rouge begins final offensive against Phnom Penh. 

January 6 

Ground War: Phuoc Binh, the capital of Phuoc Long Province, about 60 miles 
north of Saigon, falls to the North Vietnamese 301st Corps. Phuoc Binh is the first 
provincial capital taken by the Communists since the fall of Quang Tri on May 1, 
1972. Two days later, the North Vietnamese capture the last of the South Vietnamese 
positions in the region, gaining control of the entire province. There is no response 
from the United States. 
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January 8 

Ground War: Communist forces seize the remainder of Phuoc Long Province. 
The United States still does nothing, failing to intervene with airpower as previously 
promised. This convinces the Politburo in Hanoi that the Americans will not return 
to Vietnam and encourages Le Duan to urge more aggressive action. The decision 
is made to launch a new offensive to set the conditions for a general uprising and 
final victory in 1976. 

January 9 

North Vietnam: With the fall of Phuoc Long Province, Hanoi orders a follow-on 
operation to take advantage of the situation. This is to be a limited offensive into 
the Central Highlands. It is to be called Campaign 275 and its objective is to set the 
conditions for a decisive general offensive in 1976. 

January 15 

USA - Government: President Gerald Ford does not mention Vietnam in his State 
of the Union address. 

January 28 

USA - Government: President Gerald Ford asks Congress for an additional $522 
million in military aid for South Vietnam and Cambodia. He reveals that North 
Vietnam now has 289,000 troops in South Vietnam, and tanks, heavy artillery, and 
antiaircraft weapons “by the hundreds.” 

February 5 

Ground War: North Vietnamese general Van Tien Dung goes south to take com¬ 
mand of Communist forces in preparation for Campaign 275. 

February 26 

USA - GOVERNMENT: A bipartisan congressional delegation arrives in Saigon to 
make a firsthand assessment of the situation. They meet with Ambassador Martin, 
receive briefings, make trips to the field, and have dinner and discussions with Presi¬ 
dent Thieu. President Ford had urged the delegation to visit South Vietnam with 
hopes that they might return and support his request for additional military aid for 
Saigon. And upon their return, all but Representative Bella Abzug (D-N.Y.) advocate 
some increase in military and humanitarian aid. In the end, however, Ford’s ploy 
does not work and a week later the Democratic caucus in the House and Senate will 
vote to oppose any further aid to South Vietnam or Cambodia. 

March 10 

Ground War: The People’s Army of Vietnam begins its Campaign 275 with a 
three-division attack on Ban Me Thuot, which initiates heavy fighting in the Central 
Highlands. The North Vietnamese overrun most of the town within hours. Many 
U.S. analysts feel that this may be the beginning of the end for South Vietnam. 

March 11 

South Vietnam: Meeting with his senior commanders in Saigon, President 
Thieu directs that South Vietnamese forces focus on defending the “untouchable 
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heartland” where the majority of South Vietnam’s population resides. This area 
includes the southern half of the country. With regard to the northern half, the 
less populated area, it will be a matter of “hold what you can.” 

March 13 

Ground War: Ban Me Thuot, capital of Darlac Province, finally falls to the Com¬ 
munists on March 13. Many soldiers of the 23rd ARVN Division desert and try to 
rescue their families, a recurring phenomenon that will contribute heavily to the 
collapse of South Vietnamese forces over the next few months. 

March 14 

South Vietnam: Meeting with his senior commanders at Cam Ranh, President 
Thieu orders the “redeployment” of ARVN forces from Pleiku and Kontum “in such 
a manner as to reoccupy Ban Me Thuot at all costs.” That may have been the idea, 
but the order will effectively cause the abandonment of those two key cities to the 
North Vietnamese. 

March 16-April 1 

Ground War: The withdrawal from Pleiku and Kontum begins, as thousands of civil¬ 
ians join the soldiers streaming down Route 7B toward Tuy Hoa. By March 17, they 
come under heavy Communist attack. The withdrawal, scheduled to be completed in 
three days, is still underway on April 1. Only 20,000 of 60,000 soldiers ever reach the 
coast. Of 400,000 refugees, only 100,000 survive; the fate of the rest is unknown. 

March 19 

Ground War: With the fall of South Vietnamese forces in the Central Highlands, 
the North Vietnamese forces attack Quang Tri Province, in I Corps, which rapidly 
falls to North Vietnamese attack. The highway south from Quang Tri is inundated 
with fleeing soldiers and refugees. 

March 24 

Ground War: The “Ho Chi Minh Campaign” begins. Hanoi hands General Dung a 
new timetable calling for the liberation of the South before the spring rains begin in 
May. To achieve this, North Vietnamese troops must reach Saigon no later than the 
last week in April, before South Vietnamese forces can regroup to defend it. 

March 25 

Ground War: Saigon gives the order to evacuate Hue by sea and abandon it to the 
Communists. By now more than one million refugees, driven by memories of the 
Communist slaughter of civilians in Hue during the 1968 Tet Offensive, are stream¬ 
ing toward Danang, which is already under heavy rocket fire. 

March 26 

Ground War: Hue falls to the North Vietnamese advance with very little resistance. 

March 27 

USA - Government: President Ford sends General Frederick Weyand, army chief 
of staff and former MACV commander, to Saigon to make an assessment of the 
deteriorating situation. Upon arrival, he assures Thieu of Ford’s “steadfast support” 
for South Vietnam. 
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President Gerald Ford meets in the Oval Office with his advisers to discuss the situation 
in Vietnam, March 1975 (left to right: Ambassador Graham Martin, General Fred 
Weyand, Henry Kissinger, and President Ford). (NationalArchives) 


March 28 

USA - Government: President Ford announces he has ordered U.S. Navy trans¬ 
ports and “contract vessels” to assist in the evacuation of South Vietnamese coastal 
cities. 

March 29 

Ground War: Danang falls to the North Vietnamese advance. Many citizens 
die in the general chaos while attempting to escape from the airports, docks, and 
beaches. 

April 1 

Ground War: After a brief fight by the ARVN 22nd Division, the cities of Qui 
Nhon, Tuy Hoa, and Nha Trang are abandoned by the South Vietnamese, yielding 
the entire northern half of the country to North Vietnamese control with very little 
fight. More than half of South Vietnam’s territory is now controlled by the North 
Vietnamese. During the first week in April Communist forces coming from the 
south push into Long An Province, just south of Saigon, threatening to cut Highway 
4, Saigon’s main link with the Mekong Delta. 

Cambodia: Lon Nol flees Cambodia. 

April 4 

South Vietnam: A major U.S. airlift of South Vietnamese orphans begins with 
disaster, when an Air Force C-5A cargo jet crashes shortly after takeoff from Tan Son 
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Nhut, killing more than 100 children. Two thousand others, most of them orphans 
of U.S. servicemen, are eventually taken to the United States for adoption. 

April 5 

USA - Military: After a week-long mission to South Vietnam, General Frederick 
Weyand, reports to Congress that South Vietnam cannot survive without additional 
military aid. Questioned later by reporters, who ask if South Vietnam can survive 
with additional aid, he replies that there is “a chance.” 

April 6-15 

Ground War: Two regiments from the ARVN 2nd Division and one brigade of 
airborne troops are landed at Phan Rang airport, on April 6, in hopes of mounting 
a counteroffensive. After three days of relative quiet, the airborne brigade is sent to 
Xuan Loc on April 10 where a major battle is developing. Subsequently, North Viet¬ 
namese troops and tanks overrun Phan Rang and eliminate any significant ARVN 
presence in the region. 

April 7 

Ground War: Le Due Tho arrives at Communist headquarters in Loc Ninh to 
oversee the final Communist offensive drive. Well over two-thirds of Vietnam is 
now under Communist control. 

April 8-21 

Ground War: The ARVN 18th Division in Xuan Loc begins battling two North 
Vietnamese divisions at the last South Vietnamese defense line before Saigon. It 
will become the last battle in the defense of the Republic of South Vietnam. During 
the first week a regiment of the 5th ARVN Division and an airborne brigade arrive 
as reinforcements, while two more North Vietnamese divisions arrive to join the 
attackers. The ARVN forces are well dug in and manage to hold out against a num¬ 
ber of NVA assaults until they run out of tactical air support and are overwhelmed 
by sheer numbers, finally abandoning Xuan Loc to the Communists on April 21. 

April 9-11 

Laos: Clashes occur between Pathet Lao insurgents and Laos government troops. 

April 10 

USA - GOVERNMENT: President Ford requests $722 million in supplemental mili¬ 
tary aid for Saigon, but Congress denies his request, despite a personal plea before 
a joint session. 

April 12 

CAMBODIA: The U.S. ambassador to Cambodia and his staff leave Phnom Penh on 
April 12 as part of Operation Eagle Pull, the aerial evacuation of the U.S. embassy. 

April 13 

CAMBODIA: The Department of Defense announces that U.S. aircraft are parachut¬ 
ing supplies into Phnom Penh because the airport has been closed by enemy fire. 
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April 14 

South VIETNAM: Operation Baby Lift, the American airlift of Vietnamese orphans 
to the United States from South Vietnam, comes to an end, having evacuated about 
2,000 children. 

April 16 

CAMBODIA: Phnom Penh falls to the Khmer Rouge, ending five years of war. The 
People’s Assembly headed by Pol Pot, established in December, will institute a dra¬ 
conian agrarian collectivization program that will result in the infamous “Killing 
Fields” and cause two to four million deaths over the next two years. 

April 21-25 

South Vietnam: With the fall of Xuan Loc, President Thieu resigns and transfers 
authority to Vice President Tran Van Huong before any of the several plots against 
him can be implemented. He flees Saigon on April 25. 

April 23 

USA - GOVERNMENT: At a speech at Rice University, President Ford says the war is 
finished, “as far as America is concerned. Today, Americans can regain the sense of 
pride that existed before Vietnam. But it cannot be achieved by re-fighting a war.” 

April 28 

South Vietnam: Vice President Tran Van Huong transfers authority as chief of 
state to General Duong Van Minh, who helped overthrow Diem in 1963; Minh is 
the South Vietnamese official with whom the Communists have indicated they are 
willing to negotiate. 

April 29 

South Vietnam: Operation Frequent Wind begins removing the last Americans 
from Saigon, including Ambassador Graham Martin. In 19 hours, 81 helicopters 
carry more than 1,000 Americans and almost 6,000 Vietnamese to aircraft carri¬ 
ers waiting offshore. Corporal Charles McMahon, Jr., and Lance Corporal Dar¬ 
win Judge (USMC) are the last U.S. military personnel killed in action in Vietnam, 
struck by shrapnel from an NVA rocket while guarding Tan Son Nhut Air Base. Two 
U.S. servicemen become the last Americans to die in Vietnam when their helicopter 
crashes near an aircraft carrier taking part in the evacuation. 

April 30 

Ground War: Communist troops enter Saigon as the last Americans and their 
dependents rush to evacuate. The final helicopter lifts off from the roof of the Ameri¬ 
can embassy at 7:53 a.m., carrying the last 11 marine guards. The Communist troops 
meet only sporadic resistance as they move into the city. That morning after tanks 
crash through the gates of the presidential palace, President Duong Van Minh sur¬ 
renders unconditionally to the Communists. Colonel Bui Tin, who accepts the sur¬ 
render from General Minh, explains, “You have nothing to fear. Between Vietnamese 
there are no victors and no vanquished. Only the Americans have been beaten. If you 
are patriots, consider this a moment of joy The war for our country is over.” 
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May 

Laos: The coalition government formed a year ago is close to collapsing, and there 
is fighting between the Pathet Lao, supported by North Vietnamese troops, and 
rightist factions. Demonstrations by students and others are increasingly aimed at 
U.S. buildings and operations. By the end of the month, many of the top right-wing 
officials of the Laotian government will resign under the steadily mounting pressure 
from pro-Communist forces. 

May 1 

VIETNAM: In Saigon, prostitution, dance halls, and “acting like Americans” are 
banned. 

May 7 

VIETNAM: A rally in Saigon attended by 30,000 celebrates the capture of the city, and 
also commemorates the 21st anniversary of Vietnamese victory over the French at 
Dien Bien Phu in 1954. 

USA - Government: President Ford issues a proclamation designating this as 
the last day of the “Vietnam era” for military personnel to qualify for wartime 
benefits. 

May 12 

Cambodia: The U.S. merchant ship Mayaguez, with 39 seamen aboard, is seized in 
the Gulf of Siam by the Cambodian Khmer Rouge government, who claim the ship 
is part of a spy operation. Diplomatic appeals fail to secure the return of the ship 
and its crew. 

May 14-15 

CAMBODIA: President Ford orders a military rescue attempt to recover the crew of 
the Mayaguez; U.S. Marines land on Koh Tang Island to free the American freighter 
and its crew. Thirty-eight Marines die in the operation, with 50 wounded and three 
missing; the crewmen of the Mayaguez are released unharmed the same day. 

May 15 

VIETNAM: North Vietnamese and Viet Cong troops conduct victory parade in Sai¬ 
gon streets. 

May 16 

Laos: Pathet Lao troops seize Pakse. 

REFUGEES: Congress appropriates $405 million to fund a refugee aid program and 
authorizes resettlement of South Vietnamese and Cambodian refugees in the United 
States. Over 140,000 refugees are flown to the United States under the program in 
the next few months. 

May 20 

Laos: Savannakhet falls to the Pathet Lao. 

June 

Laos: Pathet Lao troops seize U.S. embassy property in Vientiane. 



1976 


Chronology 451 


June 3 

VIETNAM: At a meeting of the National Assembly in Hanoi, Premier Pham Van 
Dong calls for normalization of relations with the United States, conditioned on 
U.S. economic aid to Hanoi and a pledge to observe the 1973 Paris cease-fire. 

August 23 

Laos: Pathet Lao forces consolidate the Communist takeover of Laos. 

November 14 

USA - Government: Secretary of State Henry Kissinger announces that the United 
States is prepared to hold talks with Vietnam and Laos and Cambodia on normal¬ 
izing relations. 

December 

Cambodia: The Congress of the National United Front of Cambodia approves a 
new constitution; the state is renamed Democratic Kampuchea. 

December 3 

Laos: The Lao coalition headed by Souvanna Phouma is abolished; Laos becomes 
a Communist state with Sophanouvong as president. The Communist Pathet Lao, 
now in control of most of the territory and cities of Laos, abolishes the coalition 
government, ends the 600-year-old monarchy, and establishes the People’s Republic 
of Laos. 

December 20 

REFUGEES: The last of 140,000 refugees who arrived under the resettlement program 
leave Fort Chaffee, near Fort Smith, Arkansas the last of four processing centers 
established in the United States. Since May 2, 50,796 refugees have been processed 
at Fort Chaffee. 


1976 

March 20 

Thailand: The Thai government orders the United States to close all its military 
installations in Thailand and to withdraw all U.S. personnel except for 270 military 
advisers. 

April 25 

VIETNAM: All-Vietnam elections are held for a new national assembly; 249 depu¬ 
ties are elected from the North and 243 from the South, 60 seats of the total of 492 
being reserved for minorities. The united National Assembly will meet for the first 
time on June 24. 

July 2 

VIETNAM: The newly created National Assembly names reunited Vietnam the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam. North Vietnamese premier Pham Van Dong becomes 
prime minister in the new government, and all high offices but one go to former 
leaders of North Vietnam. Hanoi is declared the capital, and the North Vietnamese 
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flag, anthem, and emblems are approved as official symbols of the state. The North 
Vietnamese constitution becomes the national constitution, until a commission 
appointed by the assembly can draw up a new document. Saigon is renamed Ho Chi 
Minh City (which includes the surrounding province of Gia Dinh). 

November 2 

USA - Domestic: Democrat Jimmy Carter defeats Gerald Ford in the U.S. presi¬ 
dential election. 

November 15 

USA - Government: The United States casts the single Security Council veto on 
Vietnam’s admission to the United Nations, claiming that Hanoi has failed to give 
an accounting of at least 800 U.S. servicemen still listed as missing in Vietnam. 
Vietnam asserts that it is impossible to furnish a complete list of those missing in 
action. 

December 14-20 

VIETNAM: In Hanoi, the Lao Dong Party convenes its first party congress since 1960. 
A five-year-plan for 1976-80 provides for extensive expansion of industry and agri¬ 
culture, foreign trade, and reinvestment, as well as large-scale redistribution of the 
nation’s population. The Lao Dong Party is renamed the Communist Party. 

1977 

January 21 

USA - GOVERNMENT: In his first major presidential act, President Carter par¬ 
dons almost all draft evaders (about 10,000) of the Vietnam era. Carter says he 
will immediately address the problem of upgrading the discharging of the nearly 
100,000 deserters. 

March 20 

Diplomacy: The first U.S. government mission to Vietnam since the fall of Saigon 
in 1975 returns with the remains of 12 U.S. pilots and a pledge of assistance from 
Hanoi to cooperate in discovering the fate of other missing Americans. 

May 2-4 

Diplomacy: The United States and Vietnam open the first round of negotiations 
in Paris on normalizing relations. The United States promises not to veto Vietnam’s 
admission to the United Nations and to lift its trade embargo against Vietnam once 
diplomatic relations are established. 

May 19 

USA - GOVERNMENT: The U.S. State Department releases a classified letter from 
President Nixon pledging $4.75 billion in U.S. postwar reconstruction aid to North 
Vietnam. This letter, dated February 1,1973, will often be cited by Hanoi as consti¬ 
tuting a U.S. commitment. On this same day, in a television interview with David 
Frost, former president Nixon portrays himself as a wartime president who took 
action to save a nation “torn apart” by dissent. He regrets not moving “stronger, 
sooner” in Cambodia and Laos. 
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June 12-19 

REFUGEES: The New York Times reports in several dispatches that the number of 
refugees from southern Vietnam and the rest of Indochina is increasing, and that 
refugees are finding it more difficult to find haven in neighboring Asian countries. 

August 8 

VIETNAM: Washington reports that heavy fighting raged along the Cambodian-Viet- 
namese border in May, forcing Vietnam to evacuate two southern border towns on 
land claimed by the Cambodians. 

September 20 

VIETNAM: Sponsored by a record number of countries, the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam is admitted to the United Nations at its 32nd General Assembly. 

October 28 

Refugees: President Carter signs a bill that opens the way for refugees to apply for 
U.S. citizenship and extends federal aid programs for refugees who have come to 
the United States following the 1975 Communist victories in Vietnam, Laos, and 
Cambodia. 

December 31 

Cambodia: The Cambodian government breaks diplomatic relations with Viet¬ 
nam, giving “ferocious and barbarous aggression” by Vietnam as the reason. Earlier 
in December fierce fighting occurred when Vietnam occupied the “Parrot’s Beak” 
area of Cambodia, after a Cambodian raid into Tay Ninh Province killed or injured 
2,000 persons. 

1978 

January 3 

VIETNAM: U.S. officials assert that Vietnamese-Cambodian fighting is a “proxy war” 
between China and the Soviet Union. Vietnamese troops now occupy 400 square 
miles of Cambodia in the border region of the two countries; China sides with 
Cambodia in the border dispute. 

May 1 

China: Hundreds of ethnic Chinese flee Vietnam following the nationalization 
of privately-owned businesses in Saigon. Beijing accuses Vietnam of abusing and 
expelling 70,000-90,000 Chinese since 1977, and announces that it is sending ships 
to evacuate those who have fled. 

June 29 

VIETNAM: The Socialist Republic of Vietnam joins Comecom (the Council of Mutual 
Economic Assistance), the Soviet-sponsored East European economic alliance. 

July 3 

China: Citing Vietnam’s treatment of ethnic Chinese, China announces the termi¬ 
nation of all economic assistance to Vietnam. 
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August 15 

CHINA: Talks in Hanoi between Vietnam and China collapse when China recalls 
its delegation. Each side accuses the other of initiating a border clash involving 
refugees, during which, the Chinese claim, Vietnamese forces occupied Chinese 
territory. 

November 3 

VIETNAM: The Socialist Republic of Vietnam signs a 25-year Treaty of Friendship 
and Mutual Defense with the Soviet Union. This agreement calls for cooperation in 
the development of Vietnam and for “mutual consultation” in case either nation is 
attacked. China calls the pact a “threat to the security” of Southeast Asia. 

December 4 

Refugees: Malaysia temporarily reverses policy and announces it will admit Viet¬ 
nam’s “boat people,” who fled (or were expelled) from Vietnam in crowded, unsea¬ 
worthy boats. As in other neighboring Asian countries, there is deep-seated hostility 
to Vietnamese settlement in any numbers. There are many sinkings, drownings, and 
even attacks by pirates as the boat people are frequently turned back and refused 
asylum. 

December 15 

USA - GOVERNMENT: President Carter announces that full-scale diplomatic rela¬ 
tions between the United States and China will begin on January 1, 1979. Formal 
U.S.-Taiwan ties will be broken the same day. 

December 21 

CAMBODIA: A major invasion by Vietnamese troops into southern Cambodia halts 
40 kilometers from the Mekong River port of Kratie. 

1979 

January 1 

Diplomacy: The United States and People’s Republic of China establish normal 
diplomatic relations. 

January 7 

Cambodia: Phnom Penh falls to Vietnamese forces, who remove the Khmer Rouge 
regime and replace it with a Communist government drawn from the Hanoi-backed 
Cambodian National United Front for National Salvation; Vietnamese troops 
remain as an occupying force. 

February 17 

China: Chinese forces launch an invasion of northern Vietnam in a “punitive attack,” 
largely as retaliation for Vietnam’s invasion of Cambodia. More than 200,000 Chi¬ 
nese troops supported by aircraft and artillery attack along most of the common 
480-mile frontier. Vietnamese forces put up stiff resistance. While criticizing Viet¬ 
nam for invading Cambodia, the United States calls for China to withdraw from 
Vietnam. The Soviet Union warns China to “stop before it is too late,” and Vietnam 
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requests the United Nations “to force the Chinese aggressive troops to withdraw 
from Vietnam.” 

March 5 

China: China announces that all Chinese frontier troops are withdrawing from 
Vietnam. During this operation, China has penetrated up to 40 miles into Viet¬ 
nam and taken the provincial capital of Lang Son, ostensibly to punish Vietnam 
for an alleged 700 armed “provocations” along the border in the last six months. 
China later claims that 20,000 Chinese and 50,000 Vietnamese troops were killed 
or wounded in the fighting. 

April 18-28 

China: Vietnamese and Chinese negotiators fail to agree on a peace settlement that 
will normalize relations between their nations. China continues to insist that Viet¬ 
nam withdraw all forces from Cambodia and Laos, a demand that Vietnam stead¬ 
fastly rejects. 

July 21 

Refugees: At an international conference in Geneva on the dramatically worsening 
plight of Indochinese refugees, Vietnam promises to stem the flow of these people. 
The U.S. State Department calculates that the number of people fleeing Vietnam, 
Cambodia, and Laos has increased almost tenfold during the year, to 300,000. At 
least 147,000 refugees are in camps in Thailand, 51,000 in Malaysia, and 20,000 in 
other countries, where most are unwanted for permanent settlement. At least 30,000 
Cambodians have been repatriated. 

August 5 

VIETNAM: Hoan Van Hoang, a close colleague of the late Ho Chi Minh and deputy 
chairman of Vietnam’s National Assembly, defects to China, charging that Vietnam’s 
treatment of its ethnic Chinese is “even worse than Hitler’s treatment of the Jews.” 

September 25 

CAMBODIA: Although total victory over Pol Pot forces was claimed on July 22, 
180,000 Vietnamese troops in Cambodia launch a new offensive against the Khmer 
Rouge, whose number is estimated at only 40,000 guerrillas. 

October 14 

Refugees: Arrivals of boat people throughout Southeast Asia have dwindled drasti¬ 
cally. Refugee officials report that arrivals from Vietnam during September num¬ 
bered only 6,600, compared to 55,000 arrivals in June. 

October 16 

Cambodia: The largest Red Cross food shipment to date (1,500 tons) arrives to 
relieve the famine in Cambodia. Months of effort to relieve widespread starvation 
have been frustrated by the lack of agreement between various factions. 

November 24 

USA - Domestic: The U.S. General Accounting Office reports that thousands of 
U.S. troops deployed in South Vietnam were exposed to Agent Orange herbicide, 
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despite previous Defense Department denials of such assertions. About 4,800 for¬ 
mer Vietnam veterans have asked the Veterans’ Administration for treatment of 
disorders they believe were caused by contact with Agent Orange, which contains a 
toxic chemical, dioxin. 

December 6-January 1, 1980 

CAMBODIA: Early in December, the International Red Cross reports that little of the 
33,000 tons of food it has delivered to Cambodia has been distributed. Although 
relief officials blame technical and logistical problems, the United States accuses the 
Phnom Penh government and Vietnam of deliberately blocking distribution. By 
January 1 UNICEF director James Grant is able to announce, after a visit to Cam¬ 
bodia, that the thousands of tons of food and medicine piled up in warehouses are 
finally reaching the people. 

1980 

March 9 

CHINA: Chinese premier Hua Kuo-feng pledges support for Cambodian guer¬ 
rillas fighting the Vietnamese-supported Cambodian government. Negotiations 
between China and Vietnam stall again when Vietnam refuses to discuss its inva¬ 
sion of Cambodia. 

March 21 

Cambodia: Despite optimistic pronouncements in preceding months, UNICEF 
now states that “The prospect of famine [in Cambodia] has significantly increased,” 
due to a second harvest failure and logistical problems. 

June 23 

Refugees: Vietnamese troops in Cambodia cross into Thailand and battle Thai 
troops for two days near a camp holding some 200,000 Cambodian refugees. The 
Vietnamese seek to halt the repatriation of Cambodian refugees, many of whom 
they fear will join the fight against the Vietnamese. Some 100,000 Cambodian refu¬ 
gees are driven into Thailand. 

October 22 

United Nations: The UN General Assembly, voting 97 to 23, with 23 abstentions, 
approves a resolution calling on Vietnam to withdraw its troops from Cambodia. 

November 4 

USA - DOMESTIC: Ronald Reagan defeats Jimmy Carter in the U.S. presidentiaJ 
election. 


1981 

January 28 

VIETNAM: Hanoi says it is prepared to withdraw an unspecified number of troops 
from Cambodia if Thailand stops assisting Cambodian guerrillas opposed to the 
Vietnam-supported Phnom Penh government. Thailand denies providing any aid 
to guerrillas. 
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July 

VIETNAM: The Vietnamese government turns over the remains of three Americans 
to U.S. officials. 

December 12 

Vietnam: The Vietnamese government invites a group of U.S. war veterans to dis¬ 
cuss such issues as Agent Orange and the fate of U.S. servicemen still missing in 
action. The four veterans who participate are criticized for serving Vietnamese pro¬ 
paganda purposes. 

1982 

October 22 

USA - Government: President Reagan signs legislation to make it easier for thou¬ 
sands of Asian-born children of U.S. servicemen to enter the United States. 

September 

VIETNAM: Vietnamese foreign minister Nguyen Co Thach announces agreement to 
a long-standing U.S. request for regular meetings in Hanoi to resolve the POW/MIA 
issue. 

October 

VIETNAM: The government of Vietnam turns over the remains of four Americans 
and identification data on three others. 

November 13 

USA - Domestic: The Vietnam Veterans Memorial is dedicated in Washington, D.C., 
in memory of the 57,939 U.S. soldiers killed or missing in the Vietnam War. The 
memorial, designed by Yale architectural student Maya Ying Li, consists of two black 
granite walls forming a shallow “V,” listing the names of all the Americans killed in 
the war. The dedication is attended by more than 100,000 Vietnam veterans. 

December 

USA - Government: Congress passes a resolution supporting President Reagan’s 
efforts on POW/MIAs. 

December 24 

USA - Domestic: A group of unemployed Vietnam veterans begins a round-the- 
clock candlelight vigil at the site of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, 
D.C., to call attention to the U.S. servicemen still missing in action. 

1983 

January 28 

USA - Domestic: President Reagan, at a meeting of the National League of Families 
of American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia, says U.S. intelligence agencies 
are “fully focused” on the problem of servicemen still missing and that the goal of 
full accounting is of “highest national priority.” 
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February 

Laos: A U.S. POW/MIA technical team visits Laos for the first time since the war’s 
end. 

March 31 

REFUGEES: Vietnamese troops and artillery assault a refugee camp on the Thai- 
Cambodian border, forcing thousands of Cambodians into Thailand. Red Cross 
doctors abandon the camp hospital and flee with the refugees. 

June 

South Vietnam: The government of Vietnam returns the remains of nine Ameri¬ 
can servicemen. 

July 

South Vietnam: The Vietnamese government suspends technical talks on the 
POW/MIA issue, citing “hostile statements” by senior American officials of the 
administration. 

July 5 

USA - Domestic: According to documents made public by federal judge George C. 
Pratt, Jr., the Dow Chemical Company knew as early as the mid-1960s that expo¬ 
sure to dioxin might cause serious illness or death, but the company withheld this 
knowledge from the government and continued to sell herbicides contaminated by 
dioxin to the U.S. Army and the public. Judge Pratt is hearing a multi-billion dollar 
lawsuit by 20,000 Vietnam-era veterans against several chemical companies. 

October 29 

USA -DOMESTIC: The Reagan administration’s sharp curb on press coverage of the 
Grenada invasion is traced to deep military resentment of Vietnam war reporting, 
when journalists had virtually free movement in Vietnam war zones. 

October 30 

VIETNAM: In an article in the New York Times Magazine on life in Vietnam, Craig R. 
Whitney says that Vietnam’s leaders seem overwhelmed by the problems of feeding 
54 million people without the war’s great influx of foreign aid and supplies. Average 
per capita income in Vietnam is $150 per year. 

December 

Laos: At Lao government invitation, a U.S. technical team surveys a U.S. crash site 
in Southern Laos and proposes a joint excavation effort by both governments. 

1984 _ 

February 

VIETNAM: A U.S. delegation led by Assistant Secretary of Defense Richard Armitage 
meets with senior Vietnamese officials, who agree to resume technical meetings and 
accelerate cooperation on the POW/MIA issue. The remains of five Americans are 
turned over to U.S. representatives. 
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February 12 

CHINA: China accuses Vietnam of shelling Chinese border villages during lunar new 
year celebrations, killing a farm worker and wounding several others. 

April 30 

VIETNAM: Vietnam charges that Chinese gunners have fired thousands of artillery 
rounds into Vietnam’s northern provinces this month, and that Chinese reconnais¬ 
sance squads have penetrated as far as 1.5 miles into Vietnamese territory, raising 
tensions all along the border. Visits by journalists to the largely undamaged Lang 
Son Province buttress the contention of some Western diplomats that the fighting 
is largely “a war of communiques.” It is, however, no less serious for that. 

May 7 

USA - Domestic: Federal District Judge Jack B. Weinsten announces a $180 mil¬ 
lion out-of-court settlement against seven chemical companies in a class-action 
suit brought by 15,000 Vietnam veterans against manufacturers of Agent Orange. 
At least 40,000 veterans are involved in various suits against manufacturers of the 
defoliant, with potential claimants in the hundreds of thousands. 

May 28 

USA - Domestic: On Memorial Day, the only unknown U.S. casualty of the Viet¬ 
nam War is interred at Arlington National Cemetery at a ceremony attended by 
250,000, including congressmen, members of the international diplomatic commu¬ 
nity, and Vietnam veterans. Many see the burial as a national gesture that lays to rest 
the polarization of the Vietnam era. President Reagan, named honorary next-of-kin, 
delivers the eulogy at the hero’s funeral, and urges greater efforts to locate the more 
than 2,400 servicemen still missing. 

July 

International: At a meeting of ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) 
in Indonesia, the region’s foreign ministers condemn Vietnam’s “illegal occupation” 
of Kampuchea (Cambodia). 

Vietnam: The Vietnamese government returns the remains of eight persons, six of 
whom are later identified as Americans. 

July 15 

VIETNAM: Fighting breaks out along the border between China and Vietnam. The 
Chinese charge that the Vietnamese invaded first and were repulsed after 10 hours; 
the Vietnamese charge that the Chinese began the fighting by shelling border vil¬ 
lages and then moving troops into Vietnam. Many observers feel that the Chinese 
continue incursions in northern Vietnam to distract the Vietnamese and prevent 
them from mounting a full-scale offensive against Chinese-backed guerrillas in 
Kampuchea. 

September 1 

Refugees: Nearly 10 years after the Communist takeover of Saigon and five years 
after the Vietnamese invasion of Cambodia, more than 130,000 Indochinese 
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refugees remain in Thailand awaiting resettlement abroad. The United States has 
resettled about 300,000 of the 600,000 refugees who have entered Thailand since 
1975; hundreds of thousands of refugees also remain in camps in Cambodia and 
Laos. International refugee officials have worked out a plan to encourage boat cap¬ 
tains to rescue “boat people.” Previously, captains had refused to pick up Vietnamese 
refugees at sea because of difficulty in finding ports at which they would be allowed 
to disembark. 

September 11 

USA - Government: Secretary of State George Shultz announces that the United 
States will ask Vietnam to release an estimated 10,000 political prisoners currently 
held in “re-education” camps for resettlement in the United States over the next two 
years. Most of these prisoners are anti-Communists who worked for U.S. programs. 
Shultz also announces that the United States will admit 8,000 Vietnamese children 
fathered by U.S. servicemen over the next three years. 

November 11 

USA - Domestic: A statue of three servicemen, added to the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial after protests by veterans, is dedicated. 


1985 _ 

February 22 

Laos: U.S. and Lao technical personnel conduct the first joint crash site excavation. 

March 20 

VIETNAM: The remains of six American servicemen are repatriated to U.S. officials 
during ceremonies in Hanoi. 

July 7 

Diplomacy: Indonesian foreign minister relays a message to the United States 
from Hanoi of an agreement to reenter into high-level discussions with U.S. offi¬ 
cials to resolve the POW/MIA issue within a two-year period, beginning January 
1, 1986. 

August 17 

VIETNAM: The government of Vietnam turns over to U.S. officials the remains of 
26 Americans, the largest effort of its kind since the end of U.S. involvement in 
Vietnam. 

November 17 

Vietnam: U.S. and Vietnamese technical officials meet in Hanoi to conduct the first 
joint excavation of a U.S. crash site in that country. 

December 7 

VIETNAM: The Vietnam government turns over to U.S. technical officials the remains 
of seven U.S. servicemen. 
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1986 _ 

February 15 

VIETNAM: During a meeting in Hanoi with a U.S. delegation, Vietnamese officials 
reiterate their pledge to investigate live sightings and publicly admit the possibility 
of Americans being alive in remote areas. 

February 17 

Laos: U.S. and Lao technical officials jointly excavate a second crash site in southern 
Laos to resolve the status of 14 Americans missing in a 1972 incident. 

April 10 

VIETNAM: The government of Vietnam turns over to U.S. officials in Hanoi 21 
remains believed to be U.S. personnel. 

July 19 

USA - Government: President Reagan thanks the governments of Vietnam and 
Laos for their renewed efforts to help find MIA remains. 

December 15-19 

VIETNAM: The Vietnamese Communist Party elects Nguyen Van Linh as general 
secretary, and war-time leaders, such as Truong Chinh and Pham Van Dong, resign 
from the Politburo. Soon thereafter, the government in Hanoi announces Doi Moi, 
a series of economic reforms. 


1987 

January 

USA - GOVERNMENT: Retiring U.S. Army general John W. Vessey, Jr., former chair¬ 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, is appointed special presidential emissary for POW/ 
MIA affairs. 

April 22 

USA - GOVERNMENT: The United States says plans to send a special envoy to Hanoi 
are on hold until that capital indicates an interest in resolving the issue of POW/ 
MIAs. 


1988 

March 14 

VIETNAM: Vietnam and China begin three days of military skirmishes over the dis¬ 
puted Spratly Islands. 

1989 _ 

September 26 

CAMBODIA: Vietnam completes its withdrawal of troops from Kampuchea. Some 
23,000 Vietnamese soldiers were killed and 55,000 wounded fighting Pol Pot’s forces 
for 11 years. 
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December 11-12 

REFUGEES: Hong Kong authorities forcibly repatriate 51 Vietnamese refugees. Some 
2,000 refugees agree to return to Vietnam voluntarily by year’s end. 

1990 

August 

Cambodia: Under United Nations auspices, Cambodian factions agree to form a 
coalition government and to hold national elections. 

October 

International: The European Economic Community (EEC) establishes trade rela¬ 
tions with Vietnam. 

December 1 

VIETNAM: The Communist Party of Vietnam releases its draft platform for the 
“Building of Socialism in the Transitional Period.” 

1991 _ 

April 21 

Diplomacy: The United States and Vietnam agree to establish a U.S. office in Hanoi 
to help determine MIAs’ fate. Washington presents Hanoi with a road map for 
phased normalization of relations and the lifting of the embargo. 

August 

Diplomacy: Vietnam resumes diplomatic relations with China following a visit to 
Beijing by Vietnamese premier Vo Van Kiet for talks with Chinese premier Li Peng. 

October 29 

REFUGEES: Britain and Vietnam sign an agreement on the repatriation of Vietnam¬ 
ese refugees from Hong Kong. 

1992 

January 23 

USA -Military: Joint Task Force Full Accounting (JTF-FA) is established to resolve 
the cases of Americans still unaccounted-for as a result of the Southeast Asia con¬ 
flict. The JTF will be headquartered in Honolulu with detachments in Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Laos, and Thailand. 

April 13 

USA - GOVERNMENT: Washington lifts its embargo on telecommunication links 
with Vietnam and by the end of April agrees to begin trading such critical items as 
medicine and food. 

June 4 

VIETNAM: In a step toward normalizing relations with the United States, the Viet¬ 
namese government confirms the release of all former South Vietnamese officials 
being held in reeducation camps. 
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September 19 

VIETNAM: The Vietnam National Assembly disbands the National Defense Council 
that played a leading role during the Vietnam War. 

October 10 

VIETNAM: Following an assurance by the U.S. government of resettlement in the States, 
guerrillas of Vietnam’s United Front for the Liberation of Oppressed Races (FULRO) 
surrender to United Nations officials, ending their 28-year fight for autonomy. 

October 17-19 

USA - Government: The U.S presidential envoy, General John Vessey, visits Viet¬ 
nam and receives that government’s promise to search through records and photo¬ 
graphs relating to POW/MIAs. 

1993 _ 

July 2 

Diplomacy: President Bill Clinton ends U.S. opposition to settlement of Vietnam’s 
$140 million arrears to the International Monetary Fund, clearing the way for the 
resumption of international lending to Vietnam. 

July 15-17 

VIETNAM: A U.S. government delegation visits Vietnam and decides to create three 
temporary posts there for U.S. State Department officials who will help in the search 
for POW/MIAs. 

September 13 

USA - Government: President Bill Clinton announces the relaxing of America’s 
trade embargo with Vietnam and says U.S. companies can now bid for Vietnam 
projects that use funds from international organizations. 

November 11 

USA - Domestic: Glenna Goodacre’s sculpture, “Vietnam Women’s Memorial,” is 
dedicated to those women who served during the Vietnam War; it depicts a Vietnam 
soldier with three nurses, and is positioned near the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial 
in Washington, D.C. 

1994 

January 16 

USA - MILITARY: Admiral Charles Larson, head of U.S. Pacific Command, visits 
Vietnam, the highest ranking active-duty U.S. military officer to do so since the 
war’s end. He concludes that lifting the trade embargo will help efforts to account 
for Americans missing from the war. 

January 27 

USA - Government: Backed by broad bipartisan support, the Senate approves a 
nonbinding resolution urging President Clinton to lift the trade embargo on Viet¬ 
nam, a move that it is hoped will help get a full account of MIAs. 
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February 3 

USA - Government: President Bill Clinton announces the lifting of the 19-year 
embargo on trade with Vietnam. 

February 7 

VIETNAM: The Vietnamese government hands over the apparent remains of 12 
American soldiers to U.S. authorities. 

October 5 

USA - Government: The House of Representatives passes a bill saying that MIA 
accounting should remain central to U.S. policy in Vietnam. 

1995 _ 

July 11 

USA - Government: President Clinton extends U.S. diplomatic recognition to 
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam; it is agreed that liaison offices will be set up in 
Hanoi and Washington; James Hall becomes the first consul-general to Vietnam, 
but the United States desires more information about POW/MIAs before exchang¬ 
ing ambassadors. 

April 

VIETNAM: Vietnam celebrates the 20th anniversary of the end of the war. Hanoi 
publishes casualty figures for the war (1954-75) showing that more than 1 million 
Vietnamese combatants and some 2 million civilians were killed. 


1997 _ 

April 10 

USA - Government: Douglas “Pete” Peterson, Florida congressman and former air 
force pilot, who was shot down and imprisoned in North Vietnam for six years, is 
confirmed as the first U.S. ambassador to Vietnam. Vietnam’s Le Van Bang is con¬ 
firmed as Vietnam’s ambassador to the United States. 


2000 


November 17-21 

USA - Government: President Clinton visits Vietnam. 






Key Individuals in 
Southeast Asia 


Short biographies are provided for most of the key 
figures who were involved in, or had a primary 
influence on, the war in Vietnam. The biographies 
focus on the individual’s role in the Vietnam War, 
and the length of a biography should not be seen 
as an indication of anyone’s overall importance in 
world history. 

Abrams, Creighton Williams (1914-1974) 
Commander, U.S. Military Assistance Command, Viet¬ 
nam, 1968—72 U.S. Army chief of staff, 1972—74 
Born in Springfield, Massachusetts, on September 
16, 1914, Creighton W. Abrams, Jr., graduated 
from the U.S. Military Academy in 1936 and was 
commissioned in the cavalry. He became famous 
in World War II as one of General George Patton’s 
foremost tank commanders, leading the armored 
relief column to Bastogne during the Battle of 
the Bulge. A division and corps commander in 
the early 1960s, he served as the deputy chief of 
staff for operations and vice chief of staff of the 
army before becoming deputy to General William 
Westmoreland at MACV in 1967; in that position 
he was responsible for modernizing the Army of 
the Republic of Vietnam and, in cooperation with 
Robert W. Komer, managing the pacification pro¬ 
gram in South Vietnam. When Westmoreland was 
appointed chief of staff of the army in July 1968, 
General Abrams assumed command of MACV. He 
was given the difficult task of implementing Presi¬ 


dent Richard Nixon’s Vietnamization policy and, 
in 1969, the job of overseeing the gradual with¬ 
drawal of U.S. forces from Vietnam while keeping 
North Vietnamese forces at bay. The Cambodian 
“incursion” in 1970 was part of his plan to take 
the pressure off the South Vietnamese. In 1972, 
General Abrams again succeeded General West¬ 
moreland, this time as chief of staff of the army. 
His main task was rebuilding an army that was in 
disarray following its withdrawal from Vietnam. 
General Abrams died in office of lung cancer on 
September 4,1974. 

Acheson, Dean (1893-1971) 

U.S. secretary of state, 1949—53 
As undersecretary of state for economic affairs 
from 1945 to 1947, he helped formulate the 
containment policy and the Truman Doctrine. 
After retiring from government service briefly, 
he returned and served as secretary of state from 
1949 to 1953. He began his tenure supportive 
of Southeast Asian nationalism, but by 1950 he 
began to see the Viet Minh as a front for Soviet 
or Chinese communism, and therefore supported 
former emperor Bao Dai, rather than Ho Chi 
Minh, and advocated U.S. support for France 
in the First Indochina War. During the Johnson 
administration, Acheson, by then a respected 
eider statesman, was one of the “Wise Men,” a 
group of unofficial advisers to President Johnson. 
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On March 26, 1968, Acheson sharply repudi¬ 
ated his previous endorsement of the Johnson 
administration’s escalation policy, declaring that 
the United States could not prevent a North 
Vietnamese victory and, consequently, should 
de-escalate and seek to end the war. This position 
no doubt had an impact on Johnson’s subsequent 
decision not to run for re-election. 

Adams, Sam (1933-1988) 

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) analyst, 1963—73 
Adams joined the CIA after a two-year stint in the 
navy and became an analyst. In 1966, after being 
assigned to the Southeast Asia Branch to work 
on Vietnam, Adams reviewed agent field reports 
about the strength of the Viet Cong and People’s 
Army of Vietnam forces and came to the conclu¬ 
sion that the enemy had far more people than U.S. 
intelligence estimates showed. After more study, 
he further concluded that the U.S. military inten¬ 
tionally underestimated the number of troops to 
bolster claims of progress and to justify further 
escalation. Adams’s charges became the basis for 
a controversial 60 Minutes television segment that 
resulted in General William Westmoreland’s mul- 
timillion-dollar lawsuit against the CBS network 
(which was eventually settled out of court). Adams 
died in 1988, but his book, War of Numbers, was 
published posthumously in 1994. 

Agnew, Spiro T. (1918-1996) 

Governor of Maryland, 1967—69; U.S. vice presi¬ 
dent, 1969—73 

As Richard M. Nixon’s vice president, Agnew 
harshly criticized the Democratic Party, the anti¬ 
war movement, and the media. He claimed to 
speak for decent, conservative Americans against 
the radicalism that had emerged from the turmoil 
of the 1960s. He repeatedly attacked the media 
for its “liberal eastern bias.” Agnew’s efforts con¬ 
tributed to Nixon’s “silent majority” strategy for 
marshaling support in the wake of antiwar pro¬ 
tests. Agnew resigned in October 1973, following 
allegations of criminal conduct while Baltimore 


County executive and governor of Maryland. He 
was succeeded by Gerald R. Ford, Jr. 

Argenlieu, Georges Thierry d’ (1889-1964) 
French high commissioner for Indochina, 1946—47 
Appointed by French president Charles de Gaulle, 
Vice Admiral d’Argenlieu zealously reestablished 
French authority in Indochina following the end 
of World War II. He preempted the Fontainebleau 
Conference by unilaterally and without authority 
declaring the Republic of Cochin China in south¬ 
ern Vietnam. The bombardment of Haiphong in 
November 1946, which he ordered, led to open 
warfare with the Viet Minh in December and 
so evolved into the First Indochina War. Argen¬ 
lieu was recalled to Paris in 1947 because of 
his extreme unpopularity among the Vietnamese, 
French socialists, and communists. 

Ball, George Wildman (1909-1994) 
Undersecretary of state, 1961—66 
George W. Ball, who served as director of the U.S. 
Strategic Bombing Survey during World War II, 
was a respected attorney and government offi¬ 
cial, who became undersecretary of state in the 
Kennedy administration. Ball strongly opposed 
American military involvement in Vietnam, warn¬ 
ing in 1961 that sending 8,000 American advisers 
to Vietnam would lead to having 300,000 U.S. 
troops there in five years and that the United 
States would become mired in a hopeless war. In 
the Johnson administration, Ball continued to 
argue against U.S. escalation in Vietnam, submit¬ 
ting 18 memoranda and talking papers in which 
he refuted the arguments for expanding the war, 
including the decision to launch regular bombing 
attacks against North Vietnam. In each case, his 
warnings went unheeded. Convinced that he could 
not change administration policy and meeting stiff 
resistance from Dean Rusk, Robert McNamara, 
and McGeorge Bundy, Ball resigned from the State 
Department in September 1966 and returned to 
private law practice. Ball served as U.S. Ambas¬ 
sador to the United Nations for a few months in 
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1968, but resigned to work for the Hubert Hum¬ 
phrey presidential campaign. 

Bao Dai (1911-1997) 

Emperor ofAnnam, 1925, reigned 1932— 1945; 
last emperor of Vietnam, 1949—55 
Born Prince Nguyen Vinh Thuy on October 22, 
1913, he succeeded his father, Khai Dinh, to the 
Nguyen dynasty throne upon his father’s death. 
Educated in France, he was crowned emperor 
of French-controlled Annam in 1925, taking the 
name Bao Dai, “Keeper of Greatness.” He set out 
to modernize Vietnam, but he was merely a fig¬ 
urehead under the French and turned to a life of 
hunting, gambling, and womanizing. In March 
1945, Japanese occupation forces invited him to 
form a supposedly independent government in 
Vietnam. After the Japanese surrendered and the 
Viet Minh seized power, he abdicated but served 
in a symbolic role as “Citizen Prince” under 
Ho Chi Minh, until he became dissatisfied and 
fled to Hong Kong and ultimately to the French 
Riviera in 1946. In 1949, at the request of the 
French, who had regained power, Bao Dai agreed 
to return to Vietnam and was reinstalled as a fig¬ 
urehead emperor of the newly proclaimed State 
of Vietnam, which had resulted from the Elysee 
Agreements. In 1954, he installed Ngo Dinh 
Diem as prime minister. Five months later, Diem 
deposed him in a referendum. Bao Dai then went 
into permanent exile in France, where he lived 
until his death. 

Bay Vien (unknown-1972) 

Leader of Binh Xuyen 

Born Le Van Vien, Bay Vien was the leader of 
Binh Xuyen, Saigon’s powerful criminal syndi¬ 
cate in the 1940s and 1950s. Through payoffs to 
Emperor Bao Dai and with French approval, Bay 
Vien became a general in the South Vietnamese 
army and head of the national police. After the 
Ngo Dinh Diem government defeated the Binh 
Xuyen in a power struggle in 1955, Bay Vien fled 
to Paris. 


Bradley, Omar N. (1893-1981) 

General, U.S. Army; first chairman, Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, 1947-53 

During the Indochina War, General Bradley, noted 
World War II general, helped to draft Pentagon 
contingency plans to assist the French in 1952. 
After retirement, Bradley visited Vietnam in 1967 
and declared his full support for the war effort. In 
1968, he was one of the few “Wise Men” of Presi¬ 
dent Johnson’s special advisory group to advise 
against withdrawal from Vietnam. 

Brown, George Scratchley (1918-1978) 

U.S. Air Force general and chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, 1974-78 

Appointed air force chief of staff by President 
Richard Nixon in July 1973, the Senate hearings on 
Brown’s appointment raised the issue of his role in 
the secret bombing of Cambodia in 1969 and 1970, 
when he was in command of the Seventh Air Force 
in Vietnam. Brown explained that the bombing 
missions had been kept secret for security reasons 
on orders from higher authority. Brown was con¬ 
firmed and a year later was appointed chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Brown took an active role 
in the Ford administration’s final attempts to save 
South Vietnam in March 1975. The administration 
advocated sending military aid to South Vietnam 
in response to the North Vietnamese final offen¬ 
sive, but was constrained by recent congressional 
legislation, notably the War Powers Act of 1973, 
limiting the president’s authority to act abroad. 
Brown later linked the collapse of Saigon’s forces 
during the final North Vietnamese offensive to 
congressional cutbacks in military aid. He stressed 
that aircraft, tanks, and armored personnel carriers 
lost in battle had not been replaced by the United 
States. Terminally ill, General Brown retired from 
active duty in 1978 and died on December 5. 

Brown, Sam (1943- ) 

Leader of student antiwar movement 
While a student at the Harvard Theological Semi¬ 
nary, Brown organized student volunteers for 
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Senator Eugene McCarthy’s 1968 presidential bid, 
and in 1969 helped found the Vietnam Mora¬ 
torium Committee, a group of antiwar activ¬ 
ists. Brown chaired the group, which sponsored 
the largest (to that time) antiwar demonstrations 
throughout the country on October 15, 1969, and 
in Washington, D.C., on November 15,1969. 

Bundy, McGeorge (1919-1996) 

U.S. special assistant to the president for national 
security affairs, 1961-66 

President John Kennedy appointed Bundy, a former 
dean at Harvard, his national security advisor in 
January 1961. From that time until Bundy’s depar¬ 
ture from office in 1966, he was one of the principal 
architects of U.S. policy in Southeast Asia under 
both Kennedy and Johnson. He believed strongly in 
the support of South Vietnam as a bulwark against 
the spread of communism in Southeast Asia and 
was a strong advocate for the dramatic increase in 
the U.S. military advisory effort in Vietnam under 
the Kennedy administration. After Kennedy’s assas¬ 
sination, Bundy became more pro-war. By late 
1964, he advocated that the United States adopt an 
extensive air campaign, varying the intensity of the 
bombing raids with the rate of Communist troop 
infiltration into the South. The bombing campaign, 
subsequently named Operation Rolling Thunder, 
began in March 1965. He also supported the use 
of U.S. ground forces to put pressure on Hanoi to 
agree to a negotiated settlement to the war. By 1966, 
however, Bundy began to question the escalation 
and what he saw as the lack of attention paid to the 
pacification effort. Ultimately, these concerns led 
to his resignation after which he became president 
of the Ford Foundation. He continued to advise 
Johnson as one of the president’s “Wise Men” and 
in 1968, during a fateful meeting following the Tet 
Offensive, he advocated de-escalation and eventual 
U.S. withdrawal. 

Bundy, William Putnam (1917-2000) 
Central Intelligence Agency, 1951—61; U.S. assis¬ 
tant secretary of defense for international security 


affairs, 1961—63; U.S. assistant secretary of state 
for East Asian and Pacific affairs, 1964—68 
William Bundy, along with his younger brother, 
played a significant role in drafting U.S. policy in 
Vietnam during both the Kennedy and Johnson 
administrations. Bundy recommended an aggres¬ 
sive program to block Communist expansion in 
that country. However, Bundy did not initially favor 
a ground combat role; he instead pushed for air 
strikes against military and industrial targets in the 
North. By 1964, Bundy believed that the adminis¬ 
tration needed congressional approval for further 
action in Vietnam; he wrote preliminary drafts of 
what eventually would become the Gulf of Tonkin 
Resolution in August 1964. In 1964-65, Bundy 
headed a working group to formulate U.S. policy 
recommendations. He opposed a large U.S. troop 
buildup, fearing that the fight would thus become 
the responsibility of the United States. He argued 
that bombing was a viable means of bringing North 
Vietnam to the bargaining table, and that the United 
States should not cease bombing operations unless 
Hanoi agreed to limit infiltration of troops into 
the South and to halt VC operations there. By the 
spring of 1967, however, Bundy had changed his 
mind and he opposed continued escalation of the 
war, claiming that to escalate would have an adverse 
impact on U.S. allies and would have a limited effect 
on Hanoi; he walked a line between the pro-war 
and anti-war factions within the administration. 
Bundy left government service in 1969. 

Bunker, Ellsworth (1894-1984) 

U.S. ambassador to South Vietnam, 1967—73 
A former U.S. ambassador to Argentina, India, 
Italy, and Nepal, Bunker was sent to Saigon by 
President Johnson to replace Henry Cabot Fodge 
as ambassador to South Vietnam in April 1967. 
Throughout his tenure there, Bunker was a whole¬ 
hearted supporter of U.S. policy in Vietnam and 
of General Westmoreland’s methods of fighting 
it, even at a time when many other officials in 
the Johnson administration were beginning to 
have doubts. He strongly supported the Saigon 
government, and helped revamp the U.S.-South 
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Vietnamese pacification and counterinsurgency 
efforts. He openly endorsed President Thieu in 
the 1967 and 1971 elections. He backed the 1970 
incursion into Cambodia, believing that destruc¬ 
tion of North Vietnamese bases in that country 
would give the South Vietnamese armed forces 
more time to develop as U.S. forces were with¬ 
drawn under President Nixon’s “Vietnamization” 
policy. He accompanied Henry Kissinger during 
the contentious sessions that persuaded Thieu to 
accept the Paris Peace Accords in 1973. Bunker 
resigned his post in Saigon in 1973 and, after 
returning to Washington, became ambassador-at- 
large. He died on September 27,1984. 

Calley, William Laws, Jr. (1943- ) 

Second lieutenant, U.S. Army 
William L. Calley was born on June 8, 1943, in 
Miami, Florida. He was a platoon leader in the 1st 
Battalion, 20th Infantry Regiment, 23rd Infantry 
(Americal) Division. Calley directed his platoon in 
the massacre of several hundred Vietnamese civil¬ 
ians in the hamlet of My Lai, part of the northern 
coastal village of Song My, on March 16, 1968. He 
was court-martialed and charged with killing 109 
Vietnamese. In March 1971, he was convicted of the 
premeditated murder of at least 22 people and was 
subsequently sentenced to life imprisonment at hard 
labor, dismissal from the service, and forfeiture of all 
pay and allowances pending the outcome of an auto¬ 
matic review of his case by another command. After 
a lengthy review process in both military and civilian 
courts, his sentence was reduced to 10 years. After 
serving one-third of his term, he was released on 
parole in 1974 and given a dishonorable discharge. 
Other officers and enlisted men were investigated 
and tried for their roles in the massacre, but Calley 
was the only one found guilty of a crime at My Lai. 

Cao Van Vien (1921-2008) 

General, Army of the Republic of South Vietnam; 
chief, Joint General Staff, 1965—1975 
General Cao Van Vien retained the top military 
post in South Vietnam through many government 


upheavals. He became an officer under the French in 
1949, and in 1953 he was given command of a bat¬ 
talion of the Vietnamese National Army. In 1960, he 
was appointed to command the Airborne Brigade. 
He remained loyal to President Ngo Dinh Diem and 
did not participate in the coup that overthrew Diem 
in 1963. Nevertheless, he became chief of staff to 
the Joint General Staff. As commander of III Corps, 
he belonged to the so-called Young Turks faction 
that took power in 1964, and he was a close ally of 
President Nguyen Van Thieu. He became chief of 
the JGS in September 1965. General William West¬ 
moreland met weekly with Vien, who resisted U.S. 
pressure to reform the ARVN or to replace corrupt 
officers. He was long an advocate of a major ground 
incursion into Laos to cut the Ho Chi Minh Trail, a 
plan that was eventually executed in 1971 as Opera¬ 
tion Lam Son 719. Later, after U.S. troops had been 
withdrawn, Vien proposed the withdrawal from the 
Central Highlands that led to communist victory 
in April 1975. After gaining asylum in the United 
States, Vien worked at the U.S. Army Center for 
Military History, where he authored several mono¬ 
graphs on the war. He became a U.S. citizen in 1982 
and died of sudden cardiac arrest in Annandale, 
Virginia, on January 22,2008. 

Church, Frank Forrester (1924-1984) 

U.S. senator (D-ldaho), 1957—81 
As a member of the Foreign Relations Committee, 
Church was critical of U.S. military involvement 
in South Vietnam and in 1963 opposed aiding the 
regime of Ngo Dinh Diem. In June 1965, he called 
for direct negotiations with the National Liberation 
Front, free elections in South Vietnam, and a scal¬ 
ing down of the U.S. war effort. In the spring of 
1970 Church and Senator John Sherman Cooper 
(R-Kentucky) introduced an amendment to a for¬ 
eign military sales bill prohibiting deployment of 
U.S. ground troops in Cambodia, which passed in 
the Senate but was rejected in the House by a vote 
of 237 to 153. A scaled-down version was passed in 
December as a rider to a defense appropriations bill, 
which prevented the introduction of ground troops 
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into Laos or Thailand. The adoption of the Cooper- 
Church amendment represented the first limitation 
ever voted on the president’s power as commander- 
in-chief during a war. In 1973 Congress passed a bill, 
sponsored by Church and Senator Clifford Case (R- 
N.J.), cutting off funds for all U.S. military activity in 
Indochina. After a strong run for the presidency in 
1976, Church lost his bid for reelection to the Senate 
in 1980. He died of cancer on April 7,1984. 

Clark, Ramsey (1927- ) 

Assistant U.S. attorney general, 1965—67; U.S. 
attorney general, 1967—69 

As acting attorney general in 1966, Clark opposed 
a Selective Service System proposal to induct draft 
resisters quickly into military service in Vietnam. 
As attorney general, despite pressure from the 
White House, he resisted policies to repress the 
antiwar movement, allowing large, potentially vio¬ 
lent demonstration, including the 1967 March on 
the Pentagon. He also criticized police violence 
toward citizens and refused to use wiretaps except 
in cases of national security. These positions led to 
criticism from within the Johnson administration 
and from conservatives, who labeled him soft on 
crime. After leaving office in 1969, Clark joined the 
antiwar movement and in 1972 he visited North 
Vietnam to investigate reported U.S. bombing of 
civilian targets. Subsequently he practiced law and 
continued his political activism, volunteering to 
defend Saddam Hussein in his trial before the Iraqi 
Special Tribunal in 2005. 

Cleaver, (Leroy) Eldridge (1935-1998) 
Leader of the Black Panther Party 
Cleaver, with other black-power advocates such 
as H. Rap Brown, Stokely Carmichael, and Bobby 
Seale, was critical of the nonviolent disobedience 
tactics of Martin Luther King, Jr., and supported 
the radical wing of the antiwar movement. While 
in exile in Algeria in August 1970, Cleaver made 
two broadcasts over Radio Hanoi aimed at black 
servicemen in Vietnam, extolling the cause of the 
North Vietnamese. 


Clifford, Clark McAdams (1906-1998) 

U.S. secretary of defense, 1968—69 
An attorney and confidante of Democratic presi¬ 
dents beginning with Harry Truman, Clifford 
joined Undersecretary of State George Ball in advis¬ 
ing Lyndon Johnson in 1965 to seek negotiations 
rather than begin a military escalation in Vietnam 
that could risk becoming an open-ended commit¬ 
ment in an area of questionable strategic impor¬ 
tance. However, after Johnson decided to expand 
the war by sending U.S. ground troops, Clifford 
supported the effort, believing that the United 
States should take all measures to achieve a quick 
victory. In 1966 and 1967, convinced by optimistic 
briefings, Clifford advised against bombing halts. 
As one of President Johnson’s “Wise Men,” Clifford 
supported further escalation and urged Johnson to 
stay the course. When Robert McNamara stepped 
down as secretary of defense in 1968, Johnson 
appointed Clifford to the post in the belief that the 
new secretary would stand firm on continuing the 
war effort. However, when General Westmoreland 
requested 206,000 additional troops in the wake of 
the Tet Offensive, Clifford became convinced that 
the United States should halt all bombing of North 
Vietnam and withdraw its forces from Vietnam. 
He arranged a briefing for Johnson with the “Wise 
Men,” many of whom had come to share the same 
opinion as Clifford; Johnson felt betrayed by the 
group, who had originally supported his handling of 
the war, but their recommendations deeply affected 
the president. Shortly after the meeting, Johnson 
denied the military’s request for more troops and 
stunned the nation with his announcement that he 
would not run for reelection. Clifford spent the last 
months of Johnson’s presidency laying the ground¬ 
work for U.S. withdrawal and Vietnamization; he 
returned to his legal practice in January 1969. 

Coffin, William Sloane (1924-2006) 
Chaplain, Yale University, 1958—75 
A leading opponent of the Vietnam War, Coffin 
was an important founding member of the group 
that became Clergy and Laity Concerned About 
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Vietnam (CALCAV). He was convicted with Dr. 
Benjamin Spock in 1968 for conspiring to encour¬ 
age resistance to Selective Service laws, though the 
verdict was reversed on appeal and charges against 
both men were dropped. 

Colby, William Egan (1920-1996) 

Station chief, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), 
Saigon, 1959-62; deputy director civil operations 
and revolutionary development support (CORDS), 

1968; director, Phoenix Program, 1969; director, 
CIA, 1973-76 

Colby was commissioned in the U.S. Army in 
1941 and was detailed to the Office of Strategic 
Services (OSS) in 1943 to work with the French 
underground. When the Korean War broke out, 
Colby joined the CIA. First posted to Vietnam in 
1959, he served as CIA station chief in Saigon until 
1962, during which time he was involved in the 
strategic hamlet program and the recruitment of 
Montagnard tribesmen by U.S. Special Forces. In 
1962, he returned to Washington, D.C., to become 
head of the CIA’s Far Eastern Division, in which 
he presided over the CIA’s programs throughout 
Southeast Asia. He considered the 1963 coup 
against President Diem to be a grave error. In 1968 
he returned to Vietnam to succeed Robert Komer 
as deputy to the commander of MACV; in that 
position he was responsible for the Civil Opera¬ 
tions and Rural Development Support (CORDS) 
program, which included the Phoenix program. 
He denied charges that the Phoenix program, 
which was aimed at eliminating the Viet Cong 
infrastructure, was involved in assassinations, but 
he and the program became a focus for the antiwar 
movement. In 1970 and 1971, Colby was called 
before congressional committees to testify about 
the program. He pointed out that many of the 
dead had been killed in battle, but refused to state 
categorically that there had been no assassinations. 
Although the program was considered a failure at 
the time, North Vietnamese officials and former 
members of the National Liberation Front and 
Viet Cong have since acknowledged that it had a 


devastating effect on their war effort. In June 1971, 
Colby resigned his post because of the serious 
illness of his daughter. He became executive direc¬ 
tor-comptroller of the CIA in 1972 and director 
of the CIA in 1973; his tenure was controversial 
because he revealed the extensive illegal activi¬ 
ties of the CIA during the Vietnam War. Under 
pressure from President Gerald Ford, who was 
not pleased when Colby cooperated with congres¬ 
sional investigations, he retired from the agency in 
1976 and returned to the practice of law. He died 
in a boating accident near his home in Rock Point, 
Maryland, on April 27,1996. 

Collins, James Lawton, Jr. (1917-2002) 

U.S. Army general 

General Collins served as General William West¬ 
moreland’s personal representative responsible 
for coordinating Allied operations with South 
Vietnam’s Joint General Staff and other allies in 
May 1965. Collins harshly criticized the ARVN 
officer corps, later suggesting that the United 
States should have insisted on removal of cor¬ 
rupt and incompetent officers. Collins wrote two 
books drawing on his experiences, and became the 
army’s chief of military history after the war. 

Collins, Joseph Lawton (1896-1987) 

U.S. Army general and adviser to President Eisenhower 
Nicknamed “Lightning Joe” by his troops, Col¬ 
lins had been one of Eisenhower’s most successful 
corps commanders in the D-day invasion of Europe 
in 1944 and later became U.S. Army chief of staff. 
As president, Eisenhower sent Collins to Saigon in 
November 1954 to assess the abilities of Ngo Dinh 
Diem and to set up a military training program 
for Diem’s army. Collins recommended reducing 
U.S. support because of Diem’s refusal to institute 
democratic reforms. Although many of Collins’s 
perceptions of Diem’s weaknesses later proved cor¬ 
rect, the Eisenhower administration, at the time, 
decided to continue its support of Diem as the best 
available leader in the South. Collins was recalled in 
1955 and he retired from the army in 1956. 
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Conein, Lucien (1919-1998) 

CIA officer 

Conein, a French-born officer in the U.S. Office 
of Strategic Services (OSS), fought the Japanese in 
northern Vietnam in 1945. An expert in demoli¬ 
tion and guerrilla tactics, he returned to Vietnam 
to organize covert operations against the Commu¬ 
nists in Northern Vietnam in 1954 under Edward 
Lansdale’s Saigon Military Mission. He went to 
Saigon in 1962 as an adviser to the South Vietnam¬ 
ese Ministry of the Interior and in 1963 aided the 
coup that ousted Ngo Dinh Diem. 

Cooper, John Sherman (1901-1991) 

U.S. senator (R-Kentucky), 1957—73 
Cooper voted for the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 
in 1964, but became one of the early critics of U.S. 
involvement in Vietnam. He criticized the bomb¬ 
ing of North Vietnam and warned against an esca¬ 
lation of the conflict in the aftermath of the 1968 
Tet Offensive. Cooper cosponsored the unsuc¬ 
cessful Cooper-Church amendment with Frank 
Church. The amendment, a response to the 1970 
Cambodian incursion, prohibited the president 
from spending any funds for U.S. troops fighting in 
Cambodia after July 1 without the consent of Con¬ 
gress, and also included a number of other restric¬ 
tions on presidential power with regard to the war 
in Southeast Asia. The Senate passed the measure, 
but the House deleted the Cooper-Church amend¬ 
ment from the appropriations bill. Congress later 
adopted a modified version of the Cooper-Church 
amendment in December 1970 that prohibited the 
president from committing U.S. ground forces to 
combat in Laos and Thailand. Cooper retired from 
the Senate at the end of his term in 1973. 

Cronkite, Walter Leland (1916- ) 

CBS Evening News anchor, 1954-81 
Joining the Columbia Broadcasting System in 1950, 
after serving as a war correspondent for United 
Press International during World War II, Cronkite 
soon became one of CBS’s most important net¬ 
work correspondents and later its chief anchor¬ 


man. On September 2, 1963, President John F. 
Kennedy granted Cronkite an exclusive interview 
in which he stated that the success of the war in 
Southeast Asia would ultimately be determined 
by South Vietnamese willingness to pursue the 
struggle. In the mid-1960s, Cronkite was cautiously 
optimistic about the war, but after visiting Vietnam 
during the Tet Offensive in early 1968, Cronkite 
reported on nationwide television that the war was 
not working and that the United States might have 
to accept a stalemate. According to many observers, 
the defection of Cronkite especially upset President 
Johnson, who had regarded the anchorman as an 
administration ally; the president was afraid that 
Cronkite accurately reflected public opinion. 

Cushman, Robert Everton,Jr. (1914-1985) 
Commander, III Marine Amphibious Force, Vietnam, 
1967—69; commandant of the U.S. Marine Corps, 
1972-75 

In June 1967, Lieutenant General Cushman, who 
was awarded the Navy Cross during World War II, 
assumed command of the III Marine Amphibious 
Force, in charge of the 1st and 3rd Marine Divi¬ 
sions, as well as all army units engaged in combat 
in I Corps. During his tour in Vietnam, Cushman 
oversaw defense of Khe Sanh, the battle for Hue, 
and the I Corps counteroffensive in the wake of 
the Tet Offensive. After returning to the United 
States in 1969, he became deputy director of the 
CIA and served in that position until 1972, when 
he was appointed commandant of the Marine 
Corps. General Cushman retired in 1975 and died 
on January 2,1985. 

Dellinger, David (1915-2004) 

Leader in the antiwar movement 
Dellinger was leader of the pacifist War Resisters 
League. He began lobbying against American par¬ 
ticipation in Vietnam in 1963, advocating immedi¬ 
ate withdrawal of U.S. troops from Southeast Asia. 
He helped organize the Assembly of Unrepresented 
People in 1965, which sponsored acts of civil dis¬ 
obedience against the war. Dellinger co-chaired the 
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Spring Mobilization to End the War in Vietnam 
in 1966 and in 1968 was involved in the demon¬ 
strations at the Democratic National Convention 
in Chicago. He was among eight leaders of the 
demonstrations indicted for conspiring and travel¬ 
ing over state lines to incite rioting. Dellinger was 
acquitted of conspiracy, but found guilty of rioting, 
a conviction that was overturned on appeal. 

Dewey, A. Peter (1917-1945) 

U.S. Army officer 

Dewey, a U.S. Army lieutenant colonel working 
for the Office of Strategic Services (OSS), was in 
Saigon in 1945 helping Americans who had been 
imprisoned by japan during World War II. On 
September 26, 1945, Dewey was killed by Viet 
Minh machine-gun fire while driving a jeep near 
OSS headquarters in Saigon, becoming the first 
American serviceman killed in Vietnam. 

Donovan, William J. (1883-1959) 

Director, Office of Strategic Services, 1942—45; 

U.S. Ambassador to Thailand, 1953—54 
As World War II neared its end, Major General 
“Wild Bill” Donovan dispatched a U.S. OSS team 
to French Indochina to rescue downed aviators and 
provide intelligence about Japanese forces in the 
region. Ho Chi Minh had asked the United States to 
support Vietnamese independence. The OSS mis¬ 
sion, which worked with the Viet Minh against the 
Japanese, was the first U.S. involvement in Vietnam. 

Dulles, Allen (1893-1969) 

Director, Central Intelligence Agency, 1953—61 
Dulles, brother of John Foster Dulles, was a sup¬ 
porter of Ngo Dinh Diem. He urged President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower to bolster Diem’s govern¬ 
ment during its early years. He approved the first 
CIA mission, under Major General Edward G. 
Lansdale (USAF), that went into South Vietnam 
on June 1, 1954. Dulles also supported Diem’s 
blocking of the 1956 elections because of his belief 
that Ho Chi Minh would win. 


Dulles, John Foster (1888-1959) 

U.S. Secretary of State, 1953—59 
Dulles was appointed secretary of state by President 
Eisenhower in 1953. In the spring of the following 
year, the French sought U.S. intervention in Viet¬ 
nam to relieve their beleaguered garrison at Dien 
Bien Phu. Although Dulles viewed the Viet Minh 
as another instrument of Communist aggression 
and believed that the fall of Indochina would lead 
to the loss of Southeast Asia with disastrous conse¬ 
quences for the United States, he opposed the use 
of U.S. air strikes in support of the French. Instead, 
he called for a policy of “united action,” a plan for 
the formulation of a multinational coalition to 
guarantee the security of Southeast Asia. However, 
U.S. allies, particularly the British, were unwilling to 
support such a coalition. At the Geneva Conference 
of 1954, Dulles opposed a negotiated settlement 
and on his order the United States did not sign the 
Geneva Accords, which divided Vietnam and left 
the Communists in control of the north and a pro- 
Western government in control of the south. In a 
unilateral declaration, the United States declared 
that “it would view any renewal of aggression in 
violation of the ... agreements with great concern 
and as seriously threatening international peace 
and security,” thereby providing the basis for subse¬ 
quent U.S. involvement in Vietnam. Later that year, 
Dulles negotiated the Southeast Asia Treaty, which 
established SEATO. He initially had doubts about 
Ngo Dinh Diem’s ability to lead South Vietnam, but 
became an enthusiastic supporter and announced 
that military and economic aid would be sent to 
South Vietnam, as well as advisers to help Diem 
solidify his position. Terminally ill with cancer, 
Dulles resigned in April 1959 and died on May 24. 

Duong Van Minh (1916-2001) 

General, Army of the Republic of South Vietnam; 
Chairman, Revolutionary Military Council, 1963— 
64; President of South Vietnam, 1975 
“Big Minh,” as he became known to the Ameri¬ 
cans, was a French-trained soldier who first came 
into prominence in 1955, when, as commander of 
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the colonial garrison in Saigon, he was instrumen¬ 
tal in subduing the uprising by the Hoa Hao sect. 
He initially earned the favor of Ngo Dinh Diem, 
who promoted him to major general. Over time, 
Diem became suspicious of Minh’s popularity, 
appointed him “Special Adviser,” and removed him 
from troop command. Disgruntled, Minh was one 
of the key figures in the plot to overthrow Diem 
in November 1963, and reportedly the one who 
gave approval for Diem’s assassination. After tak¬ 
ing control of the South Vietnamese government 
as head of the Military Revolutionary Council, 
Minh was deposed by a countercoup on January 
30, 1964. Exiled abroad until 1968, he was seen 
by some as the leader of a “third force,” between 
President Nguyen Van Thieu and his followers and 
the Communists. He was a presidential candidate 
in the South Vietnamese election of 1966, but was 
disqualified as an exile. He ran again in 1971 but 
withdrew in protest, complaining that the United 
States was meddling in the election. In April 1975, 
Minh again came to the fore as the one most 
likely able to negotiate with North Vietnamese 
army forces closing in on Saigon. When President 
Thieu resigned in favor of Vice President Tran 
Van Huong, the elderly and sick Huong appointed 
Minh as the new president on April 28, 1975. Two 
days later, Minh surrendered Saigon to Commu¬ 
nist forces, on April 30, 1975. For years after the 
war Minh was imprisoned in Communist reeduca¬ 
tion camps, until he was released and immigrated 
to France in 1983. In the last four years of his life, 
he lived in Pasadena, California, with his daughter. 
He died on August 5, 2001, at the age of 85. 

Durbrow, Elbridge (1903-1997) 

U.S. ambassador to South Vietnam, 1957—61 
President Eisenhower appointed Durbrow, a career 
foreign service officer, and U.S. ambassador to Sai¬ 
gon in 1957. He clashed with the Ngo Dinh Diem 
regime, sharply criticizing corruption and nepo¬ 
tism in Diem’s government. At the same time, he 
faulted Diem’s American advisers for not speaking 
out against Diem’s repressive tactics, which he 


believed were driving the South Vietnamese peo¬ 
ple to support the Viet Cong. Durbrow reluctantly 
backed Diem in the failed coup of 1960, but con¬ 
tinued pressing him to build popular support with 
reforms and elections until President Kennedy 
replaced him with Frederick Nolting in 1961. 

Eisenhower, Dwight David (1890-1969) 
U.S. president, 1953—61 

Eisenhower was born on October 14,1890, in Den¬ 
ison, Texas. He graduated from the U.S. Military 
Academy in 1915 and won fame as the Supreme 
Allied Commander in Europe during World War 
II. Elected president in 1952, he served two terms. 
Seeking to contain communism, he supported the 
French in their war with the Viet Minh (1946-54) 
with money, arms, and a small contingent of tech¬ 
nical personnel. He believed that if Vietnam fell to 
communism, other Asian nations might collapse 
in turn, according to his domino theory. Despite 
this, he decided not to intervene when the Viet 
Minh surrounded the French at Dien Bien Phu 
in 1954. Lack of Allied support, especially from 
Great Britain, lack of congressional support, and 
the opposition of the U.S. Army chief of staff, 
General Matthew B. Ridgway, played a major role 
in this decision. At the 1954 Geneva Conference, 
the United States supported what was to become 
the Republic of Vietnam (South Vietnam). After 
the conference, the administration dispatched eco¬ 
nomic and military aid to the government of South 
Vietnam and military advisers to the newly formed 
South Vietnamese armed forces and took the lead 
in creating the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization 
(SEATO) as a bulwark against Communist expan¬ 
sion. The Eisenhower administration provided 
$1 billion in aid to the Diem government, while 
urging him to democratize his regime. President 
Eisenhower returned to private life in 1961. After 
his presidency, he publicly supported the Vietnam 
policies of the Kennedy and Johnson administra¬ 
tions, but became increasingly dissatisfied with 
Johnson’s inability to bring the war to a successful 
conclusion. He died on March 28,1969. 
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Ellsberg, Daniel (1931- ) 

Senior liaison officer, U.S. embassy, Saigon, 1965- 
66; assistant to the U.S. ambassador to South Viet¬ 
nam, 1967 

After two years in the U.S. Marine Corps, attending 
Harvard, and working for the RAND Corporation, 
Ellsberg joined the Defense Department in 1964, 
where he became one of Secretary of Defense Rob¬ 
ert S. McNamara’s “whiz kids.” Touring Vietnam 
in 1965, Ellsberg was a strong proponent of the 
Johnson administration’s Vietnam policy. Follow¬ 
ing his return to the RAND Corporation, Ellsberg 
participated in a massive study of U.S. involvement 
in Southeast Asia commissioned by Secretary of 
Defense Robert S. McNamara in 1967. The study 
convinced Ellsberg that the war was unjust, the 
result of several presidents’ unwillingness to bear 
responsibility for the loss of South Vietnam to the 
Communists. This helped transform him from a 
stalwart war supporter to an antiwar activist. In 
1969, after urging immediate withdrawal from 
Vietnam in memos, position papers, and magazine 
articles, he used his top-secret clearance to obtain 
the Pentagon study and photocopied it. When 
prominent opponents of the war declined to use it, 
Ellsberg gave a copy of the study to the New York 
Times, which began publishing excerpts in June 
1971. When the Nixon administration sought an 
injunction against the newspaper, the Supreme 
Court ruled in favor of the Times ’s right to pub¬ 
lish the documents. Ellsberg was tried twice for 
theft of government property and espionage, but 
all charges were dropped because of evidence of 
government misconduct. Among other abuses, the 
Nixon administration had organized a clandes¬ 
tine unit, known as the “plumbers,” to break into 
the office of Ellsberg’s former psychiatrist. The 
“plumbers” later became involved in the ill-fated 
Watergate break-in. After the war ended, Ellsberg 
became active in the antinuclear movement. 

Fall, Bernard B. (1926-1967) 

Vietnam scholar 

Born in Austria, Fall was a French citizen who first 
went to Vietnam in 1953 as an associate profes¬ 


sor at Howard University in Washington, D.C. A 
critic of both French and U.S. policy in Vietnam, 
Fall authored seven well-regarded books about 
the French and American wars there, becoming 
acknowledged internationally as an expert on the 
war. Fall was killed by a Viet Cong booby trap 
along Highway 1 near Hue in 1967. 

Felt, Admiral Harry Donald (USN) (1902- 
1992) 

Admiral, U.S. Navy; U.S. commander in chief, 

Pacific, 1958—64 

More concerned with the Communist threats in 
Korea, Taiwan, and Laos than in Vietnam, Felt rec¬ 
ommended against sending U.S. troops to South 
Vietnam in 1961. He changed his position and 
became a vocal supporter of intervention, predict¬ 
ing victory in three years. When journalists ques¬ 
tioned his optimism, Felt told them to “Get on the 
team.” The first reports of the insurrection against 
President Ngo Dinh Diem occurred while Felt was 
on an official visit to Saigon in November 1963. He 
rushed out of the presidential palace just prior to 
the coup. Felt retired and was replaced by Admiral 
U.S. Grant Sharp, Jr., in June 1964. 

Ford, Gerald Rudolph, Jr. (1913-2006) 

U.S. congressman, 1949—73; vice president, 1973— 
74; president of the United States, 1974—77 
Ford was born on July 14, 1913, in Omaha, 
Nebraska. Graduating from the University of 
Michigan in 1935 and Yale Law School in 1941, he 
served as a U.S. Navy officer in World War II. He 
was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives 
in 1948 and became House minority leader in 
1965, criticizing President Lyndon Johnson for not 
prosecuting the Vietnam War vigorously enough. 
Ford supported President Richard Nixon’s pursuit 
of detente with the Soviet Union, rapprochement 
with the People’s Republic of China, and Vietnam- 
ization of the Vietnam War. Appointed vice presi¬ 
dent by Richard Nixon when Spiro Agnew resigned 
from office in 1973, Ford publicly defended the 
administration’s record on Vietnam. Following 
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Nixon’s resignation from office on August 9, 1974, 
Ford presided over the final stage of the Vietnam 
War. As president, he tried to bolster the sagging 
governments in South Vietnam and Cambodia. 
However, Congress appropriated less than half of 
the $2 billion in aid for South Vietnam that Ford 
requested for fiscal year 1975. When the Com¬ 
munists launched their final offensives in Viet¬ 
nam and Cambodia, Ford asked for supplemental 
appropriations for South Vietnam’s defense. When 
Congress, convinced that the extra funds would 
not make any difference, refused the request, Ford 
said that the decision gravely impaired the chances 
of survival for South Vietnam. He made two 
unsuccessful efforts to secure emergency mili¬ 
tary assistance for Saigon, but finally ordered the 
evacuation of all remaining U.S. military and 
embassy personnel from Saigon and Phnom Penh, 
as Communist forces closed in on the two capital 
cities. In May 1975, Ford responded with military 
action when Cambodia seized the U.S. merchant 
ship Mayagnez. He ordered air strikes on Cam¬ 
bodian bases and a rescue mission that cost the 
lives of 41 Americans even as the ship’s crew was 
being released. In 1976, the American public, dis¬ 
gusted with how the Vietnam War had ended, fed 
up with political scandals such as Watergate and 
with the political turmoil that had resulted, elected 
Jimmy Carter, who promised to restore morality to 
domestic and foreign policy. After his defeat, Ford 
returned to private life. He died on December 26, 
2006, at his California home. 

Fulbright, James William (1905-1995) 

U.S. senator (D-Arkansas), 1959—74 
Fulbright supported the Eisenhower and Ken¬ 
nedy administrations’ containment policies and 
the U.S. presence in South Vietnam. A friend and 
political ally of President Lyndon Johnson, he was 
instrumental in congressional passage of the Gulf 
of Tonkin Resolution, which gave the president 
legal authority to expand and Americanize the 
war. He subsequently shifted his position on the 
war, deciding that intervention in Vietnam was 


not in America’s interest and, in fact, threatened 
to weaken U.S. society, undermine improved rela¬ 
tions with the Soviet Union, and might even pre¬ 
cipitate a war with China. Calling for de-escalation 
of the war, he became a major critic of Johnson’s 
policy in Vietnam. He convened hearings in 1966 
to give war critics a platform for their views. In 
1967 he published The Arrogance of Power, a book 
that offered a cogent liberal intellectual critique of 
the war that helped legitimize domestic opposition 
to the war. After Richard Nixon became president, 
Fulbright continued his staunch opposition to 
U.S. policy in Vietnam. He opposed Nixon’s Viet- 
namization policy because he saw it as an attempt 
to avoid serious negotiations with North Vietnam. 
He denounced the April 1970 Cambodian incur¬ 
sion and worked to enact the Cooper-Church 
amendment. He played a key role in the passage of 
the War Powers Act in 1973. 

Galbraith, John Kenneth (1908-2006) 
Economist; U.S. ambassador to India, 1961—63 
Galbraith, a key adviser to President John F. Ken¬ 
nedy, lobbied against U.S. involvement, arguing 
that the South Vietnamese government was cor¬ 
rupt and that South Vietnam lacked the strategic 
or economic importance to justify U.S. military 
involvement. He gave similar advice to President 
Johnson. In 1967, he led the “Negotiations Now!” 
petition drive to get one million signatures calling 
for an end to the U.S. bombing of North Vietnam. 

Goldwater, Barry M. (1909-1998) 

U.S. senator (R-Arizona), 1953—65, 1969—87; 

1964 Republican presidential candidate 
By 1960, Goldwater had emerged as the national 
leader of a growing conservative movement. 
Beginning in 1963, he became a vocal critic of the 
Johnson administration. He condemned Johnson’s 
Great Society platform as an expensive and exces¬ 
sive expansion of government power, and he chal¬ 
lenged the restrained, advisory approach of U.S. 
policy in Vietnam. He criticized Johnson for his 
failure to seek “total victory” by carrying the war 
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directly and massively to North Vietnam. In 1964, 
he became the Republican nominee for president. 
Although he never actually advised using nuclear 
weapons against the North, the Johnson campaign 
was able to convey the impression that he had. 
His doctrinaire domestic views and advocacy of 
escalation in Vietnam hurt him with voters, many 
of whom saw him as a trigger-happy extremist, 
and he received only 39 percent to Johnson’s 61 
percent in the 1964 voting. He returned to the Sen¬ 
ate in 1969. He remained a hawk on the Vietnam 
War, advising President Richard Nixon to carry the 
war to North Vietnam. After the war was over, he 
insisted that it was lost “at home.” He served in the 
Senate until 1987, playing a key role in the passage 
of the influential Goldwater-Nichols DOD Reor¬ 
ganization act of 1986. He died on May 29,1998, at 
the age of 89 of complications from a stroke. 

Greene, Wallace M.,Jr. (1907-2003) 

U.S. Marine Corps commandant, 1964—68 
Greene strongly supported John R Kennedy’s 
policy in Vietnam. In the autumn of 1964, he 
advocated escalation of the war, to include the 
bombing of North Vietnam and an increased 
combat role for the U.S. Marines. Greene sub¬ 
sequently maintained an optimistic view of U.S. 
prospects in Vietnam, but by early 1966, he was 
advocating a major change in U.S. policy, shift¬ 
ing the focus from combat against enemy main 
forces to pacification, while acknowledging that 
the effort to win the hearts and minds of the Viet¬ 
namese people would take approximately 10 years 
to accomplish. He retired in January 1968, just 
before the Tet Offensive. 

Gruening, Ernest (1887-1974) 

U.S. senator (D-Alaska), 1959—69 
An early critic of U.S. involvement in Vietnam, 
Gruening, a Democrat from Alaska, and Sena¬ 
tor Wayne L. Morse cast the only votes against 
the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution in 1964. Gruening 
subsequently became a vocal critic of the war on 
the Senate floor, in public appearances, and in the 


media. Beginning in May 1965, he voted against 
every military appropriations bill. Partly because 
of his position on the war, Gruening was defeated 
by Mike Gravel in the 1968 Democratic Senate 
primary. 

Haig, Alexander (1924- ) 

U.S. Army general; White House chief of staff under 
President Richard Nixon, 1973—74; secretary of 
state, 1981—82 

Haig served in Vietnam and was wounded in 1966 
while commanding the 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry 
Regiment, 1st Infantry Division, and later received 
the Distinguished Service Cross after the Battle of 
Ap Gu. In 1969, Haig became military assistant to 
Henry Kissinger at the National Security Council; 
in 1970, he was promoted to Kissinger’s deputy. 
Nixon began sending Haig on missions to Vietnam 
to survey the situation there. In late 1972 and early 
1973, Haig was one of the principal emissaries 
Nixon used to persuade Nguyen Van Thieu to 
sign the Paris Peace Agreement. In January 1973, 
he went briefly to the Pentagon as deputy chief of 
staff of the army, but within months he returned 
to the White House to replace H. R. Haldeman, 
who had resigned as a result of the growing Water¬ 
gate scandal. Haig played a major role in the Nixon 
administration’s efforts to deal with the scandal. 
After Nixon’s resignation in 1974, Haig served as 
supreme allied commander of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) from 1974 to 1978. 
He was secretary of state from 1981 to 1982. 

Halberstam, David (1934-2007) 

U.S. journalist 

A correspondent in South Vietnam for the New 
York Times in 1962 to 1964, David Halberstam 
became well known as one of several young jour¬ 
nalists to report on the instability and corruption 
of the Diem government. He went to Vietnam in 
1962 supportive of the basic aims of the American 
effort there. However, he soon began to question 
the optimistic assessments in official U.S. govern¬ 
ment reports on the progress of South Vietnam in 
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combating the Viet Cong insurgency. Halberstam’s 
reporting of problems in the Army of the Republic 
of Vietnam and the success of the Viet Cong forces 
in the Mekong Delta earned the ire of Secretary of 
State Dean Rusk, who accused him of trumpeting 
“communist propaganda.” Halberstam shared a 
Pulitzer Prize in 1964 for his reporting and also 
gained the unique distinction of having President 
John Kennedy ask the New York Times to transfer 
him from Vietnam. The Times refused. Halbers¬ 
tam wrote several books on or related to the war, 
including The Best and the Brightest, a best-selling 
critical portrait of America’s war leaders, which 
won the National Book Award in 1973. He died in 
an automobile accident in Menlo Park, California, 
on April 23, 2007. 

Harkins, Paul Donald (1904-1984) 
Commander, U.S. Military Assistance Command, 
Vietnam, 1962—64 

Commissioned in the cavalry, during World War 
II Harkins served with General George S. Patton’s 
Third Army and later was chief of staff of the 
Eighth Army in Korea, where he also commanded 
two infantry divisions. On February 8,1962, Presi¬ 
dent John F. Kennedy named Harkins the first com¬ 
mander of the U.S. Military Assistance Command, 
Vietnam (MACV). During the next two years he 
supervised the buildup of the U.S. support effort 
in Vietnam, continually providing optimistic and 
upbeat reports that encouraged Kennedy and his 
advisers to believe that victory was imminent. He 
countered any pressure on Ngo Dinh Diem to lib¬ 
eralize his regime and severely disciplined subor¬ 
dinates who criticized Diem. He worked well with 
U.S. ambassador Frederick Nolting, who was also a 
Diem supporter, but he soon clashed with Henry 
Cabot Lodge, who replaced Nolting. He opposed 
the plotting that led to the overthrow and subse¬ 
quent assassination of South Vietnamese president 
Ngo Dinh Diem. In July 1964, he was replaced by 
his deputy, General William C. Westmoreland, and 
retired from active duty that year. Harkins died on 
August 21,1984. 


Harriman, William Averell (1891-1986) 

U.S. assistant secretary of state for Far Eastern 
affairs, 1961—63; undersecretary of state for politi¬ 
cal affairs, 1963—65; ambassador at large with 
responsibility for Southeast Asia, 1965—69 
Harriman played a key role in shaping U.S. policy 
in Southeast Asia during the Vietnam War. In 1962, 
he was instrumental in negotiating the Geneva 
agreements that resulted in the neutrality of Laos. 
As the American role in Vietnam expanded in 
the mid-1960s, Harriman consistently opposed a 
purely military solution to the war there, believ¬ 
ing that a permanent settlement could be achieved 
only through political and diplomatic means. Har¬ 
riman became increasingly critical of Diem; in 
August 1963, he collaborated with Roger Hils- 
man and Michael Forrestal in drafting a cable 
that would set in motion the U.S. policy decision 
not to stand in the way of the coup to overthrow 
Diem, which was carried out on November 1 by 
South Vietnamese military officers. In 1965, Presi¬ 
dent Johnson appointed Harriman Ambassador at 
Large with the principal duty of handling South¬ 
east Asian affairs. In 1966, Johnson dispatched 
him on a worldwide tour seeking support for U.S. 
Vietnam policy while sounding out the possibili¬ 
ties for a negotiated settlement of the war. When 
preliminary peace talks opened in May 1968, Har¬ 
riman went to Paris as chief U.S. negotiator, a post 
he would hold until succeeded by Henry Cabot 
Lodge in January 1969. Later that year, Harriman 
endorsed the October 15 Moratorium antiwar 
protest. During the Nixon administration, Harri¬ 
man pressed for a complete withdrawal of Ameri¬ 
cans from Vietnam on a fixed schedule. In 1971, 
he urged Congress to use the power of the purse 
to end the war. 

Hatfield, Mark O. (1922- ) 

U.S. senator (R-Oregon), 1967-97 
Hatfield was a leading antiwar senator during 
the Vietnam War. In May 1970, when Nixon 
ordered American troops into Cambodia, Hat¬ 
field co-sponsored with Senator George McGov- 
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ern (D-South Dakota) an amendment to an arms 
appropriations bill that provided for a cutoff of 
funds for the Vietnam War after December 31, 
1970, and the withdrawal of all U.S. forces from 
Vietnam. The McGovern-Hatfield amendment 
became a rallying cry for antiwar activists, but the 
amendment was rejected by the Senate twice, once 
in 1970 and again in 1971 (after the cut-off date 
was changed to December 31,1971). 

Hayden, Tom (1939- ) 

Antiwar activist 

A founder and the first leader of Students for a 
Democratic Society (SDS), Hayden went to North 
Vietnam in 1965 and 1967 with other antiwar 
activists. In 1968, he was arrested for helping lead 
the antiwar demonstrations at the Democratic 
National Convention in Chicago, and became one 
of the “Chicago Seven” charged, and later acquit¬ 
ted of, conspiracy. Hayden and his future wife, 
Jane Fonda, led the “Free the Army” campaign, 
which held meetings at sites near military installa¬ 
tions to influence U.S. military personnel to ques¬ 
tion the Vietnam War. 

Helms, Richard M. (1913-2002) 

Director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), 1966—72 
Helms served with the OSS during World War II 
and worked his way up through the CIA to become 
the first career officer appointed director of central 
intelligence (DCI), serving in this position longer 
than any other man, with the exception of Allen 
Dulles. In 1966, during the Johnson administra¬ 
tion, Helms was at the center of a debate over the 
appropriate level of U.S. bombing and the num¬ 
ber of troops the United States should commit. 
Helms’s position remained consistent through¬ 
out the war. The bombing, he believed, had not 
worked, neither breaking the resolve of the North 
Vietnamese, nor disrupting their supply lines to 
the south. Later, Helms became involved in a dis¬ 
pute with the Pentagon over the North Vietnamese 
Army’s order of battle, which widened the existing 
rift between the CIA and the military. In the late 


stages of the war, Helms came under attack from 
critics protesting covert CIA operations in South¬ 
east Asia. During the Nixon administration, Nixon 
pressured Helms into involving the CIA in Water¬ 
gate; the director first agreed, but then disengaged 
the CIA from the cover-up. Helms believed that 
Nixon’s personal use of the CIA made it vulner¬ 
able to congressional attack. President Nixon dis¬ 
missed Helms in November 1972 but subsequently 
appointed him U.S. ambassador to Iran, where he 
served until 1977. 

Hersh, Seymour (1937- ) 

Journalist 

In November 1969, Hersh broke the story on the 
My Lai massacre, winning the Pulitzer Prize for 
that reporting. His report was a major factor that 
led to a lengthy U.S. Army investigation of the 
incident and its cover-up. Writing for the New 
York Times in 1974, Hersh exposed the CIA’s illegal 
domestic surveillance of opponents of the Viet¬ 
nam War. 

Hilsman, Roger, Jr. (1919- ) 

Director, U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Intel¬ 
ligence and Research, 1961—63; assistant secretary 
of state for Far Eastern affairs, 1963—64 
Hilsman influenced U.S. counterinsurgency pro¬ 
grams in Vietnam in the early 1960s, arguing 
for efforts to win the allegiance of the peasants 
while isolating the Viet Cong from the popula¬ 
tion through the Strategic Hamlet program. In 
late 1962, President Kennedy sent Hilsman and 
Michael Forrestal to Vietnam on a fact-finding 
mission. The resulting report expressed reserva¬ 
tions about U.S. policy in Vietnam, but concluded 
that it was essentially sound. However, the report 
questioned the stability of the Ngo Dinh Diem 
regime. Following Diem’s repression of Buddhists 
in 1963, Hilsman recommended that Kennedy 
encourage a coup against Diem. Together with 
Forrestal and W. Averell Harriman, Hilsman 
prepared a cable instructing Ambassador Henry 
Cabot Lodge to warn Diem that he had to reform 
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or lose U.S. support. The cable also instructed 
Lodge to inform a group of South Vietnamese 
army generals that the United States would not 
stand in the way of a coup to remove Diem from 
office. The military coup was carried out on 
November 1. Increasingly at odds with President 
Johnson and Secretary of State Dean Rusk over 
Vietnam policy, he resigned his State Depart¬ 
ment post in early 1964 and became a professor 
at Columbia University in New York. In his 1967 
book, he criticized the Johnson administration’s 
escalation of the war. 

Ho Chi Minh (b. Nguyen Tat Thanh) 

(1890-1969) 

Leading Vietnamese revolutionary, founder and 
first president of Democratic Republic of Vietnam, 
1945-69 

Ho Chi Minh, “He Who Enlightens,” was one of 
the many aliases of Nguyen Tat Thanh, born in 
1890 in Nghe An Province in the protectorate of 
Annam (central Vietnam). Son of an impoverished 
mandarin, he left Vietnam in 1912 and ended 
up in France, where, accepting Marxist Leninism 
because of its anticolonial stance and position 
of national liberation, under the alias Nguyen Ai 
Quoc, “Nguyen, the Patriot,” he became a found¬ 
ing member of the French Communist Party on 
December 30, 1920. He went to the Soviet Union 
in 1923 to work at the headquarters of the Com¬ 
munist International (Comintern). In November 
of the following year, he arrived in Canton, China, 
as Comintern agent, assigned to form a Marx- 
ist-Leninist revolutionary organization in French 
Indochina. Ho formed the Vietnamese Revolu¬ 
tionary Youth League in 1925. In 1929-30, he 
founded the Indochina Communist Party (ICP) in 
Hong Kong. He was arrested by the British police 
in Hong Kong in mid-1931, but was released 
after being held for a year and a half. He returned 
to Moscow in 1934, continuing to work for the 
Comintern. He went to China in 1938, and in 1940 
he reestablished contact with the ICP in Vietnam. 
At the end of that year, having changed his name 


to Ho Chi Minh, he returned to Vietnam for the 
first time since 1911. In May 1941, he chaired the 
Eighth Plenum of the Indochinese Communist 
Party at Pac Bo and formed the Vietnam Doc Lap 
Dong Minh (“League for Vietnamese Indepen¬ 
dence”), better known as the Viet Minh. This was 
a nationalist front organization under Communist 
leadership created to mobilize the citizenry. Ho 
traveled to China in 1942 to seek help from the 
Chinese Nationalist government for operations 
against the Japanese, but he was arrested by the 
Chinese as a Communist agent. Upon his release 
in 1943, he returned to Vietnam. The Viet Minh 
entered into an alliance with the American Office 
of Strategic Services (OSS), providing intelligence 
about the Japanese in Indochina and assisting 
with the recovery of downed U.S. pilots. After the 
Japanese surrender in 1945, the Viet Minh seized 
power in Hanoi during what became known as 
the August Revolution. On September 2, 1945, 
Ho declared the independence of Vietnam from 
French colonial control and announced the for¬ 
mation of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
(DRV). Through clever political maneuvering, 
he had gained almost total political power by the 
time the French returned to Vietnam in early 
1946. Instead of confronting French power, Ho 
attempted to work out a compromise position for 
Vietnam within the French Union, and he trav¬ 
eled to Paris for that purpose in May 1946. The 
French, determined to reimpose colonial rule over 
Vietnam, refused to compromise. During the fall 
of 1946, Ho sought to avoid hostilities, but differ¬ 
ences between the Vietnamese and French could 
not be resolved. In December, fighting between 
the French and the Viet Minh broke out and the 
nine-year First Indochina War ensued. Waging 
guerrilla war against the French, Ho’s fortunes 
ebbed and flowed. The DRV was recognized by 
most Soviet bloc countries, and thus France was 
able to cast the conflict in cold war terms, garner¬ 
ing U.S. materiel support in the process. Unable 
to defeat the Viet Minh after years of bloody stale¬ 
mate, an exhausted France finally agreed to peace 
talks in Geneva in April 1954. Shortly thereafter, 
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the French suffered a humiliating defeat at the 
hands of Ho’s military commander, General Vo 
Nguyen Giap, at Dien Bien Phu, which forced 
them to give up the fight. A truce was signed on 
July 20, 1954, and the First Indochina War ended. 
The truce left Vietnam divided, and Laos and 
Cambodia became independent. Ho launched a 
land reform campaign in 1955 to eliminate the 
“landlords.” Thousands were murdered and thou¬ 
sands more sent to Vietnamese gulags. In Ho’s 
own province a revolt broke out against these 
excesses in November 1956. Ho’s troops ruth¬ 
lessly stamped out the revolt, and 6,000 peasants 
were killed or imprisoned. Later he apologized 
for these excesses, and in recent years the North 
Vietnamese government claimed it was pushed 
into such brutal measures by “Chinese advisers.” 
From 1956 to 1959, Ho Chi Minh continued to 
consolidate his power in the North. Although he 
had organized some 37 armed companies in the 
South, he discouraged them from armed attacks 
on the South Vietnamese government, believing 
that South Vietnam would collapse on its own. 
In 1959, all this changed. “Political struggle” and 
armed violence were authorized for the Viet Cong, 
and assassinations of local village authorities and 
other government officials soared to over 4,000 a 
year. After a January 1959 Politburo decision to 
conquer South Vietnam by force, expansion of 
the Ho Chi Minh Trail began in May 1959, and in 
July aid was begun to the Pathet Lao guerrillas in 
Laos. In December 1960, a front organization— 
the National Liberation Front—was organized 
in the South. Ostensibly a nationalist coalition to 
oversee the Viet Cong, it took its orders directly 
from the North Vietnamese Politburo. The Second 
Indochina War had begun. For the next 10 years, 
Ho Chi Minh mobilized the Vietnam population 
and never wavered from his goal of reunifying 
North and South Vietnam under Communist rule. 
Presiding over the collective leadership of the Lao 
Dong Party in Hanoi, Ho retained a major voice 
on diplomacy and on strategy in the struggle for 
South Vietnam. However, his health began to dete¬ 
riorate seriously around 1965. Ho did not live to 


see his country reunited; he died on September 2, 
1969, with final victory almost six years away. 

Hoffman, Abbie (1936-1989) 

Antiwar leader 

Hoffman, a flamboyant leader of the Youth Inter¬ 
national Party (better known as the “Yippies”) 
was one of the “Chicago Seven” antiwar activ¬ 
ists indicted for conspiring and traveling over 
state lines to incite rioting at the August 1968 
Democratic National Convention in Chicago. He 
remained a radical until his death on April 12, 
1989, from an apparent suicide. 

Humphrey, Hubert (1911 -1978) 

U.S. Senator (D-Minnesota), 1948—64, 1970—78; 
Vice President, 1964—68; Democratic presidential 
nominate, 1968 

Elected senator in 1948, Humphrey became one of 
the Democratic Party’s leading liberal spokesmen. 
In 1964, President Johnson chose Humphrey as 
his vice presidential running mate. After the elec¬ 
tion, Humphrey irritated the president by arguing 
against a hard-line policy in Vietnam, and he ques¬ 
tioned the effectiveness of trying to bomb North 
Vietnam into negotiating. Angered by Humphrey’s 
dissent, Johnson excluded him from foreign policy 
meetings for a year. However, in February 1966 
the president sent Humphrey on a tour of nine 
Asian nations, including South Vietnam. After his 
return, Humphrey outdid other administration 
officials in his optimism about the Vietnam War 
and became a vigorous advocate of the war. In 
1968, after Johnson announced that he would not 
run for reelection, Humphrey won the Democratic 
Party’s nomination for president at the conten¬ 
tious Chicago convention in August of that year. 
However, bitter disputes inside the convention 
hall and clashes between police and young antiwar 
protesters outside the hall intensified riffs within 
the party and associated the Democrats with vio¬ 
lence and chaos in the eyes of the public. The 
war haunted Humphrey during his presidential 
campaign because he, as Johnson’s vice president, 
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could not effectively distance himself from the 
president’s war policies. Plagued by his identifica¬ 
tion with an unpopular war, Humphrey presented 
a more conciliatory position on Vietnam in Sep¬ 
tember, calling for a bombing halt, gradual U.S. 
disengagement, and a negotiated settlement, but 
he was unable to break out of Johnson’s shadow 
and was defeated by Richard Nixon, who won by a 
narrow margin (less than one percent of the popu¬ 
lar vote). In 1970, Humphrey won the Senate seat 
vacated by Eugene McCarthy and was reelected 
in 1976; he served until his death on January 13, 
1978. 

Huynh Phu So (1919-1947) 

Founder of the Hoa Hao sect 
Huynh Phu So declared himself a holy man in 
1939, and thereafter was regarded as a prophet by 
his followers, the Hoa Hao sect, located mainly in 
the villages of the lower Mekong River Delta. So 
based the sect on internal faith and simple prayers 
rather than on elaborate rituals in pagodas, ideas 
that conflicted with the prevailing hierarchal Con- 
fucian view. In the 1940s, the French, fearing that 
the sect would undermine French colonial control 
and encourage revolutionary activities, arrested So 
and committed him to an insane asylum. When 
the Japanese arrived, they released So and armed 
the Hoa Hao. Huynh Phu So was assassinated by 
the Viet Minh in April 1947. Upon the death of 
their leader, the sect split into three rival factions, 
but they would eventually reunite in opposition 
to the Ngo Dinh Diem regime, joining the Binh 
Xuyen and Cao Dai armies in opposition. This 
coalition was defeated by Diem’s forces in 1955, 
and the Hoa Hao sect was further crushed in 1956 
when Ba Cut, one of its leaders, was captured and 
publicly executed. Some Hoa Hao remnants joined 
the National Liberation Front, but most took 
refuge near the Cambodian border. After Diem’s 
overthrow, many Hoa Hao rallied to the Saigon 
government and the Hoa Hao became a strongly 
pro-government force, providing a number of 
Civilian Irregular Defense Group companies in 
An Giang, Kien Phong, and Kien Tuong Provinces. 


Later, however, Hoa Hao forces would clash with 
President Nguyen Van Thieu’s forces when he 
refused to tolerate independent Hoa Hao militia 
forces. 

Johnson, Harold Keith (1912-1983) 

General, U.S. Army; Chief of Staff, U.S. Army, 
1964-1968 

A survivor of the infamous Bataan Death March 
and three years’ imprisonment by the Japanese 
in World War II, President Lyndon Johnson 
appointed him over 43 more senior generals to 
replace General Earle Wheeler as army chief of 
staff. The president sent Johnson to South Viet¬ 
nam on a fact-finding trip in March 1965 to make 
an assessment of the situation. Doubtful that 
bombing could win the war, General Johnson, 
with some hesitation, recommended sending the 
first U.S. combat troops, a recommendation he 
came to regret. He commissioned a study later that 
year, Program for the Pacification and Long-term 
Development of South Vietnam (PROVN), which 
reinforced his misgivings about how the war was 
being conducted. In the long run, however, Gen¬ 
eral Johnson had little influence on the course 
of the war in Vietnam and was rarely consulted 
on operational matters. During the height of the 
American buildup from June 1965 to June 1966, 
General Johnson saw the president privately only 
twice. He retired from active duty in July 1968. 
General Johnson died on September 24,1983. 

Johnson, Lyndon Baines (1908-1973) 

U.S. representative, (D-Texas), 1937-49; U.S. sen¬ 
ator (D-Texas), 1949—61; vice president, 1961—63; 
president of the United States, 1963—69 
Born on August 27, 1908, at Stonewall, Texas, 
Johnson graduated from Southwest Texas State 
Teachers College in 1930. A Democrat and strong 
supporter of the New Deal, he was elected to the 
U.S. House of Representatives in 1937 and served 
four terms there. When World War II broke out, 
he joined the military without resigning from 
Congress. Elected to the U.S. Senate in 1948, he 
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became Senate majority leader in 1954. He tried 
for the Democratic nomination in the presidential 
race of 1960, but was defeated by John F. Ken¬ 
nedy, who subsequently chose Johnson as his vice 
presidentiai running mate. They won the election 
by a slight margin over Richard Nixon and Henry 
Cabot Lodge. In 1961, Kennedy sent Johnson to 
Vietnam to assure the government of Ngo Dinh 
Diem that the United States intended to protect 
South Vietnam from a Communist takeover. John¬ 
son promised Diem technical and financial aid 
and military supplies, hinting at the possibility 
of sending U.S. combat troops. Johnson advised 
against the Kennedy administration endorsement 
of a military coup that toppled Diem’s government 
and resulted in his murder. Upon Kennedy’s assas¬ 
sination on November 22, 1963, Johnson assumed 
the presidency. 

During the first severai months of his presi¬ 
dency, Johnson sought to continue the Southeast 
Asian policy that Kennedy had initiated, but he 
was much more interested in domestic matters 
than foreign affairs. However, he was fearful that 
a Communist victory in Vietnam would open the 
rest of Southeast Asia to Communist domina¬ 
tion, embolden the Soviet Union and China, and 
give the Republicans a point of attack against his 
administration. He was determined not to “lose” 
South Vietnam. He retained Kennedy’s top for¬ 
eign policy advisers—Robert McNamara, Dean 
Rusk, Maxwell Taylor, Walt Rostow, and McGeorge 
Bundy. They advocated the “flexible response” 
doctrine, which called for the gradual application 
of force to halt Communist aggression wherever 
and whenever it appeared and urged the new 
president to stand firm in Vietnam. 

As commander-in-chief of U.S. armed forces, 
Johnson was ultimately responsible for the step- 
by-step military escalation of the war. Plans to 
increase U.S. military aid began in late 1963, 
when it became apparent that the South Vietnam¬ 
ese government was losing ground in its battle 
against the Viet Cong. Johnson also authorized 
Oplan 34A, a program of covert attacks against 
North Vietnam, and contingency planning for a 


bombing campaign against the North. Johnson 
resisted implementation of the bombing cam¬ 
paign because he did not want it to affect his com¬ 
ing bid for reelection. Nevertheless, the Gulf of 
Tonkin incident of August 2-4, 1964, led Johnson 
to authorize retaliatory bombing of North Viet¬ 
nam. This allowed him to refute the charges of his 
Republican opponent, Barry Goldwater, that he 
was soft on communism in Vietnam. On August 7, 
at Johnson’s request, Congress passed the Tonkin 
Gulf Resolution, granting the president broad 
authority to use military force throughout South¬ 
east Asia “to prevent further aggression.” 

In February 1965, Communist guerrillas 
attacked the U.S. military installations at Pleiku 
and Qui Nhon; this, along with reports Johnson 
received ciaiming that the VC were expanding 
their control of the South Vietnamese country¬ 
side, prompted the president to initiate Operation 
Rolling Thunder, a protracted bombing campaign 
against North Vietnam. Soon thereafter he autho¬ 
rized the landing of two combat-ready U.S. Marine 
battalions to protect the air base at Danang, and 
on April 1 approved the use of U.S. ground troops 
for offensive operations. The gradual expansion 
of the U.S. forces would continue until early 1968, 
when some 500,000 American military personnel 
were in Vietnam. 

Between 1965 and 1967, Johnson announced 
repeatedJy that he favored negotiations with the 
North Vietnamese, and several bombing halts were 
called, ostensibly to facilitate the start of talks. 
Hanoi’s leaders did not respond to the president’s 
“peace feelers,” in part because they insisted upon 
an unconditional halt to the bombing of the 
North, but also because they felt they could wear 
down the American will to carry on the war. In a 
September 1967 speech delivered at San Antonio, 
Johnson promised to halt the air war indefinitely 
if North Vietnam agreed promptly to begin peace 
negotiations and not to “take advantage of the 
cessation in bombing to resupply men and mate¬ 
riel to the South.” Since there were already some 
100,000 North Vietnamese troops in the South, 
Hanoi rejected the “San Antonio Formula.” 
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As the war continued to rage with very little 
sign of real progress, public support declined 
and the antiwar movement grew. In late 1967, 
in an effort to shore up public support for the 
war, Johnson launched an information cam¬ 
paign claiming that the Communists were close 
to defeat. However, the Tet Offensive of Febru¬ 
ary 1968, in which some 90 South Vietnamese 
cities were attacked by both VC and NVA forces, 
severely strained the administration’s credibility. 
The offensive, although a military disaster for the 
Communists, helped convince Johnson to de- 
escalate the war. Following Tet, General William 
C. Westmoreland and the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
asked for more than 206,000 additional troops, 
about half to be deployed to Vietnam and the rest 
to strengthen security in other parts of the world. 
Johnson appointed his new secretary of defense, 
Clark Clifford, as head of a task force to study the 
proposal and examine its impact on the budget, 
public opinion, and future prospects for nego¬ 
tiations with the North Vietnamese. Clifford’s 
report, based upon extensive discussion with 
senior military and civilian Pentagon officials, 
called for mobilization of the Reserves but only 
to meet contingency situations and asserted the 
belief that additional troops in Vietnam would 
have no positive effect and might even provoke a 
“domestic crisis” at home. 

On March 25, an informal group of “Wise Men” 
was assembled at the State Department, including 
Dean Acheson, George Ball, Matthew Ridgway, and 
Henry Cabot Lodge. When Johnson asked them for 
their recommendations, the consensus was to de- 
escalate. Earlier that month, on March 12, Senator 
Eugene McCarthy had made a strong showing in 
the New Hampshire Democratic primary. Just four 
days later, Senator Robert Kennedy had announced 
he too would run as an antiwar candidate. The 
Clifford report and the recommendations of the 
“wise men” combined with the political develop¬ 
ments within his own party to convince Johnson 
that drastic measures had to be taken. 

On March 31, the president went before a 
nationwide television audience to announce a 


unilateral halt to air and naval bombardment of 
North Vietnam except for the area immediately 
north of the DMZ. He called on North Vietnam 
“to respond positively and favorably to this new 
step toward peace.” At the close of the broadcast, 
Johnson shocked the nation by announcing that 
he would not seek reelection. Three days later, 
North Vietnam agreed to open negotiations in 
Paris. Talks began that May. 

Johnson returned to his ranch in Texas in 1969, 
where he began work on his memoirs. He died on 
January 22, 1973, five days before the Paris Agree¬ 
ment on Ending the War and Restoring Peace in 
Vietnam was signed. 

Jones, David C. (1921 - ) 

General, U.S. Air Force 

A flight instructor in World War II and a bomber 
pilot in the Korean War, Jones was vice com¬ 
mander and director of operations of the Sev¬ 
enth Air Force in Vietnam in 1969; Jones helped 
plan Operation Menu, the secret bombing of 
Cambodia, and kept it concealed from Con¬ 
gress. Promoted to full general in 1971, he left 
Vietnam to command U.S. Air Forces in Europe. 
He succeeded General George Brown as U.S. Air 
Force chief of staff in 1974, and as chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff in 1978. Jones retired in 
1982. 

Katzenbach, Nicholas (1922- ) 

U.S. attorney general, 1965—66; undersecretary of 
state, 1966—69 

As attorney general in 1965, Katzenbach sup¬ 
ported the war effort and promised to investigate 
those who protested the draff. As undersecretary 
of state, Katzenbach testified before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee in 1967, offering 
a broad interpretation of presidential power to 
start military action, arguing that the congres¬ 
sional ratification of the Southeast Asia Treaty 
Organization (SEATO) and the passage of the 
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution gave the president the 
authority to prosecute the Vietnam War as he saw 
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fit to include the commitment of U.S. ground 
troops. Later, however, he came to advocate that 
the government should resist further increases in 
U.S. troop levels. By 1968, he had concluded that 
the U.S. should withdraw from Vietnam. In 1973, 
Katzenbach charged that President Nixon had 
exceeded his constitutional powers, and supported 
the War Powers Act. 

Kennedy, Edward M. (1932- ) 

U.S. senator (D-Massachusetts), 1962- 
During his first six years in office, Kennedy, 
the younger brother of President John F. Ken¬ 
nedy, focused primarily on domestic issues. He 
offered limited support to President Johnson’s 
Vietnam policy in January 1966 by not oppos¬ 
ing the bombing of North Vietnam. Kennedy 
visited South Vietnam in 1965 and in 1967 began 
to criticize America’s involvement in the war. 
Kennedy became openly outspoken against the 
war after the assassination of his brother, Rob¬ 
ert, on June 4, 1968. On August 21, Kennedy 
outlined a four-point plan to end the war. This 
plan included an end to the bombing of North 
Vietnam, negotiations with North Vietnam to 
remove all foreign troops from South Vietnam, 
formation of a government in South Vietnam that 
could survive a U.S. departure, and a decrease in 
the U.S. military presence to begin in 1968. Along 
with Senators Eugene J. McCarthy (D-Minne- 
sota) and George McGovern (D-South Dakota), 
Kennedy sponsored a similar plank at the 1968 
Democratic convention, but the delegates voted 
against it. Kennedy continued as a vocal opponent 
of President Nixon’s war policy, denouncing what 
he saw as the bloody futility of the battle for Ap 
Bia (Hamburger Hill) in 1969. He gave a speech at 
the Boston protest of 100,000 people in the 1969 
moratorium, criticizing Nixon’s apparent lack of 
a timetable for ending the war. In 1970, Kennedy 
sharply condemned the Cambodian incursion 
and demanded a withdrawal from Vietnam. By 
1973 he fully opposed further U.S. involvement in 
the war in Vietnam. 


Kennedy, John Fitzgerald (1917-1963) 

U.S. representative (D-Massachusetts), 1947—53; 
U.S. senator (D-Massachusetts), 1953—60; presi¬ 
dent of the United States, 1961—63 
Kennedy was born on May 29, 1917, in Brookline, 
Massachusetts. After graduation from Harvard 
University in 1940, he served as an officer in the 
U.S. Navy during World War II. Elected to the U.S. 
House of Representatives in 1946 and to the Senate 
in 1952, Kennedy defeated Richard Nixon in 1960 
to become the 35th president of the United States. 

As a senator, Kennedy had favored U.S. aid to 
the French in the Indochina War, and as early as 
1956 had called South Vietnam “the cornerstone 
of the Free World in Southeast Asia” and advo¬ 
cated U.S. support for South Vietnam and Ngo 
Dinh Diem. As president, Kennedy was concerned 
with containing the spread of communism. Unlike 
Eisenhower, whose defense policy had revolved 
around nuclear weapons and “massive retaliation,” 
Kennedy turned to a policy of “flexible response,” 
which included an expanded military establish¬ 
ment with sufficient conventional, nuclear, and 
counterinsurgency forces to oppose any level of 
Communist aggression throughout the world. 

When Eisenhower left office in 1961, he told 
Kennedy that the crisis point in Asia would be Laos, 
where an American-supported right wing regime 
under Phoumi Nosavan was fighting a coalition 
of neutralist and Laotian Communist forces sup¬ 
ported by North Vietnam and the Soviet Union. 
A compromise settlement was reached in Geneva, 
which temporarily decreased the crisis in Laos. 

Kennedy’s attention then turned to Vietnam, 
where communist guerrillas were growing stron¬ 
ger and pressuring the Diem regime. Alarmed 
by reports that the military situation in South 
Vietnam was deteriorating, Kennedy sent General 
Maxwell Taylor and National Security Council aide 
Walt Rostow to Vietnam on a two-week fact-find¬ 
ing mission in the fall of 1961. The Taylor-Rostow 
report recommended a substantial increase in the 
U.S. involvement, including the dispatch of some 
8,000 U.S. ground troops to Vietnam to indicate 
America’s commitment to Diem and his govern- 
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ment. During the administration’s discussion of 
the report’s recommendation, the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff urged the dispatch of regular combat troops. 
Kennedy was concerned that a commitment of 
combat units might embroil the United States 
directly in the Vietnam war, but he also sought to 
avoid the loss of South Vietnam—and the rest of 
Southeast Asia—to the Communists. He rejected 
the combat force option and opted for stepping 
up the level of military and economic aid and the 
number of military and civilian advisers, which 
would surpass 16,000 by the time of his assassina¬ 
tion in 1963. As part of this increased military aid, 
Kennedy dispatched Special Forces troops who, 
upon arrival, trained and led indigenous troops in 
combat against the Viet Cong. He also sent both 
helicopter squadrons and U.S. Air Force pilots, who 
also found themselves in combat. The administra¬ 
tion maintained the pretense that these U.S. mili¬ 
tary personnel were in Vietnam only as advisers. 

Kennedy hoped that these measures would 
sufficiently bolster the Diem regime and preclude 
the need for regular U.S. combat troops. With the 
increased American support, Diem and his military 
forces appeared to be making some progress against 
the Viet Cong, but by the end of 1962 the situation 
had worsened, as the Communist forces expanded 
and stepped up their insurgency campaign. On 
the political front, Diem’s continued refusal to 
institute various reforms recommended by U.S. 
advisers and his suppression of opposing political 
and religious factions convinced the president and 
his top advisers that Diem was an impediment to 
U.S. policy objectives in Vietnam. This realization 
eventually led the Kennedy administration to give 
tacit approval to a coup that overthrew the Diem 
government on November 1,1963, resulting in the 
death of Diem and his brother Nhu. Kennedy was 
assassinated in Dallas on November 22,1963. 

Kennedy, Robert Francis (1925-1968) 

U.S. attorney general, 1961—64; U.S. senator (D- 
NewYork), 1964—68 

After serving as chief counsel of the Senate Rackets 
Committee in the 1950s, Robert Kennedy became 


attorney general after his brother, John, won the 
1960 presidential election. He resigned in August 
1964, nine months after John Kennedy’s assas¬ 
sination, and was elected to the U.S. Senate from 
New York in November. Kennedy initially sup¬ 
ported President Johnson’s Vietnam War policy, 
voting for an additional supplemental appropria¬ 
tions bill in May 1965 for the war. At the same 
time, in his first major Senate speech, Kennedy 
articulated three possible options for the United 
States in Vietnam: withdrawal, military escalation, 
or “honorable negotiations.” In February 1966, 
however, he broke with the administration, calling 
for a coalition government in Saigon. He became 
increasingly critical of the war effort following the 
president’s resumption of the bombing of North 
Vietnam and continued his attacks on U.S. policy 
throughout 1967. After Eugene J. McCarthy’s sur¬ 
prisingly strong showing in the March 1968 New 
Hampshire primary, he declared his candidacy 
for the Democratic presidential nomination. Two 
weeks later Johnson announced he would not seek 
reelection. Throughout his campaign, Kennedy 
made the war the central issue, repeatedly advo¬ 
cating a negotiated settlement to the war. Shortly 
after midnight on June 5, after defeating Senator 
McCarthy in the California primary, Kennedy was 
shot and died. 

King, Martin Luther, Jr. (1929-1968) 

Civil rights leader; Cochairman, Clergy and Laity 
Concerned About Vietnam, 1966—68 
Born in Atlanta, Georgia, King graduated from 
Morehouse College in 1948. He became a pastor 
of a Baptist church in Montgomery, Alabama, in 
1954, while still working on his Ph.D. in theol¬ 
ogy at Boston University. At the end of 1955, he 
became famous while leading a campaign to end 
racial segregation of the city buses in Montgom¬ 
ery. In 1957, he helped found the Southern Chris¬ 
tian Leadership Conference. In 1960, he helped 
organize the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee. He preached a doctrine of strict non¬ 
violence and by 1963, when he made his famous 
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“I Have a Dream” speech during a massive dem¬ 
onstration he had organized in Washington, D.C., 
he was a national leader. King first broke with the 
Johnson administration over the Vietnam War 
in July 1965 in a controversial speech opposing 
escalation and calling for a negotiated settlement. 
King’s speech provoked harsh criticism from sev¬ 
eral quarters. President Johnson, recently allied 
with King to gain passage of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965, felt 
betrayed by King’s criticism of his Vietnam policy. 
The New York Times and other influential papers 
chastised King for linking the civil rights and 
antiwar movements, and the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
passed a resolution calling such linkage a “serious 
tactical mistake.” Set back by such disapproval, 
King maintained a low profile on the war for the 
next year, but by late 1966 he decided he could 
no longer remain silent and became co-chair of 
Clergy and Laity Concerned About Vietnam. King 
based his opposition to the Vietnam War on his 
belief in nonviolence, his concern for the war’s 
cost and its effect on the Great Society, and the 
racial implications of the war, claiming that a dis¬ 
proportionate number of young black men were 
fighting and dying in Vietnam. King’s criticism of 
the war became increasingly forceful throughout 

1967. He explicitly aligned the civil rights move¬ 
ment with the antiwar movement, renewed his call 
for civil disobedience, and urged young men to 
seek conscientious objector status. King was assas¬ 
sinated on April 4,1968. 

Kissinger, Henry Alfred (1923- ) 

Assistant to the president for national security 
affairs, 1968—75; Secretary of State, 1973—77 
Henry Kissinger served as a consultant to the Ken¬ 
nedy and Johnson administrations in the areas 
of arms control and foreign policy In December 

1968, he was named Special Assistant to the Presi¬ 
dent for National Security Affairs by president¬ 
elect Richard Nixon. Nixon and Kissinger were 
determined to avoid a defeat in Vietnam, because 


they both believed that a defeat would seriously 
cripple the credibility of the United States on the 
world stage. Accordingly, Nixon sent Kissinger to 
Paris, where the ongoing peace talks were making 
little progress. Through a French intermediary, 
Kissinger made contact with Le Due Tho, one 
of the most powerful members of the Lao Dong 
Party Kissinger and Tho began holding secret 
talks with North Vietnamese diplomats in a sub¬ 
urb outside Paris beginning in August 1969. These 
talks, initially conducted without the knowledge 
of the official U.S. delegation to the negotiations 
being conducted in Paris, became the real venue 
for meaningful discussion, but the negotiations 
progressed slowly Kissinger initially insisted on a 
mutual withdrawal of troops from South Vietnam, 
but the North Vietnamese steadfastly refused to 
agree to remove their troops and demanded the 
ouster of South Vietnamese president Nguyen Van 
Thieu. 

While conducting the secret talks in Paris, 
Kissinger supported Nixon’s Vietnamization pol¬ 
icy and his escalations of the war, to include the 
secret bombing of Cambodia, the 1970 Cambo¬ 
dian incursion, and the 1971 South Vietnamese 
push into Laos. With the fighting in Vietnam con¬ 
tinuing and the public and private negotiations in 
Paris making little progress, Kissinger and Nixon 
were pursuing an alternate route to a settlement 
of the Vietnam War as part of an overall strategy 
to exploit strained Sino-Soviet relations. Kissinger 
went to Beijing in July 1971 to lay the groundwork 
for a historic visit there by Nixon in February 
1972. After his trip to Beijing the president trav¬ 
eled to Moscow in May 1972 for a summit with 
Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev. In discussions with 
North Vietnam’s two strongest allies, Nixon made 
resolution of the Vietnam conflict a high priority. 

That spring, the North Vietnamese launched 
a major conventional offensive that was stymied 
largely by U.S. bombing. By October of 1972, 
both sides had moderated their previous positions 
somewhat, and Kissinger and Le Due Tho had 
worked out a peace agreement. Although Presi¬ 
dent Thieu publicly repudiated the agreement, 
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Kissinger declared, “Peace is at hand,” to reassure 
North Vietnam of America’s desire to achieve a 
peaceful solution, but he was unable to get Hanoi 
to agree to changes demanded by Saigon and fur¬ 
ther discussions were deadlocked in December. 
President Nixon, with Kissinger’s backing, ordered 
Operation Linebacker II, intense bombing of the 
Hanoi-Haiphong area to pressure the north into 
resuming negotiations, provoking another storm 
of condemnation from the press at home and 
abroad. 

In January, Kissinger and Le Due Tho settled 
on a peace agreement that was substantially the 
same as the October agreement. Nixon reassured 
Thieu of continued U.S. support and advised him 
to approve the settlement. A formal agreement 
was signed in Paris on January 27, 1973. Its terms 
included the withdrawal of U.S. military forces, a 
prisoner-of-war exchange, and a cease-fire. North 
Vietnamese troops would be left in place and the 
Thieu government would remain in power. The 
agreement proved ineffective and the war con¬ 
tinued. In June 1973, Kissinger met again with Le 
Due Tho concerning the observance of the Janu¬ 
ary agreement, but to little avail, and the fighting 
in Vietnam continued. In September 1973, Kiss¬ 
inger was named secretary of state by President 
Nixon, a post he would hold until the end of the 
Ford administration. The following month he was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize with Le Due Tho, 
who refused to accept it. 

Komer, Robert William (1922-2000) 

Deputy to commander U.S. Military Assistance 
Command, Vietnam for Civil Operations and Rural 
Development Support, 1967—68 
Komer graduated from Harvard University in 1942. 
After service in the U.S. Army in World War II, he 
returned to Harvard to earn his master’s degree in 
1947 and then joined the CIA. After service as a 
Middle East analyst for the CIA, he became a Mid¬ 
dle East expert on the National Security Council. 
Named special assistant to President Johnson in 
March 1966, he was charged with revitalizing the 


effort against the insurgency in Vietnam. In May 
1967, he went to Vietnam to assume the role of 
deputy to the commander of MACV, with the 
rank of ambassador. He organized the CORDS 
(Civil Operations and Rural Development Sup¬ 
port) program, which was designed to unify all 
American military and civilian pacification efforts 
in a single organization under MACV. He initiated 
the controversial effort to eliminate the Viet Cong 
infrastructure, known as the Phoenix program. 
Although the CORDS effort achieved some suc¬ 
cess under Komer, his very optimistic reports in 
late 1967 proved somewhat embarrassing when 
the Communists launched the Tet Offensive early 
in 1968. In November 1968, President Johnson 
appointed Komer ambassador to Turkey. He left 
government service after President Nixon took 
office in 1969. He worked for the Rand Corpora¬ 
tion from 1969 to 1977; while there he wrote a 
study that criticized the “over-militarization” of 
U.S. policy in Vietnam. 

Kong Le (1934- ) 

Leader of neutralist military forces in Laos, 1960-62 
Kong Le was an officer in the Royal Lao Army who 
provided the military forces for the bloodless coup 
of December 25, 1959, which brought the rightist 
Phoumi Nosavan to power. However, in August 
1960, Kong Le led another coup that overthrew 
a pro-U.S. regime and returned neutralist Prince 
Souvanna Phouma as head of the government. 
Le’s coup alarmed U.S. policy makers, who feared 
the spread of communism in Southeast Asia. By 
December, rightist Laotians supported by the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency defeated Kong Le’s 
troops and retook the capital city of Vientiane. 
Kong Le and Souvanna Phouma retreated to the 
Plain of Jars, where they allied with the Pathet Lao 
and the People’s Army of Vietnam, and began to 
get aid from the Soviet Union. When the Second 
Coalition Government was formed in 1962, Sou¬ 
vanna Phouma returned to Vientiane as prime 
minister. Soviet and PAVN support for Kong Le’s 
forces ceased, and by the end of 1962, he turned 
to the United States for aid. During the following 
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years, he was weakened by the defection of some 
of his forces to the Communists and the hostil¬ 
ity of rightist elements in Vientiane. He resigned 
as commander of the neutralist armed forces in 
November 1966 and fled Laos in 1967. After the 
fall of Laos to the Pathet Lao in 1975, he tried to 
organize a resistance movement against the Com¬ 
munist government, cooperating with the govern¬ 
ment of China in organizing guerrilla groups to 
be infiltrated into Laos to try to overthrow the 
government in Vientiane. 

Krulak, Victor H. (1913- ) 

U.S. Marine Corps general and commander of Fleet 
Marine Force, Pacific 

A 1934 Naval Academy graduate, Krulak had a 
distinguished combat record in World War II and 
the Korean War. As a major general, Krulak served 
as special assistant for counterinsurgency and 
special activities for the Joint Chiefs of Staff from 
February 1962 until January 1964. As such he was 
responsible for the development of counterinsur¬ 
gency doctrine and policy, especially as it applied 
to Vietnam. After a fact-finding mission to Viet¬ 
nam, Krulak told the Kennedy administration that 
the war was winnable if the United States would 
support Ngo Dinh Diem, a recommendation that 
contradicted that of State Department official 
Joseph Mendenhall, who accompanied Krulak to 
Vietnam. Promoted to lieutenant general, Kru¬ 
lak assumed command of Fleet Marine Force, 
Pacific, in March 1964 and served in that post 
until his retirement in June 1968. In this capacity, 
he was responsible for the readiness and organiza¬ 
tion of all marine units in the Pacific, including 
Vietnam. Although not in the operational chain 
of command, Krulak strongly influenced marine 
strategy in South Vietnam’s northern provinces. 
With his emphasis on pacification and focus on 
protecting the Vietnamese people, he was a propo¬ 
nent of the Combined Action Program, a marine 
pacification approach and thus a strong dissent¬ 
ing voice against the search-and-destroy tactics 
and attrition strategy pursued by the operational 


commander, General William C. Westmoreland. 
Krulak believed that the manpower necessary to 
secure the countryside was sapped by the require¬ 
ments of a war of attrition. 

Laird, Melvin Robert (1922- ) 

U.S. secretary of defense, 1969—73 
In 1952, Melvin Laird, who served in the U.S. Navy 
in World War II, was elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives and served there until appointed 
secretary of defense by President Nixon in Janu¬ 
ary 1969. In that office, he pushed hard for the 
rapid withdrawal of U.S. ground forces, putting 
him at odds with National Security Advisor Henry 
Kissinger. He was instrumental in creating the 
“Vietnamization” program designed to improve 
the capabilities of South Vietnam’s armed forces 
while withdrawing U.S. forces there. Although 
initially concerned about the political reaction to 
the Cambodian incursion in the spring of 1970, 
Laird backed the operation fully after President 
Nixon announced it, arguing that it was necessary 
for the safe withdrawal of American troops from 
Vietnam. Laird wielded considerable influence 
early in the Nixon administration, but due to dis¬ 
agreements with Kissinger and the president over 
Vietnam policy, he later was not always informed 
of White House decisions. He opposed the secret 
bombing of Cambodia and the 1972 “Christmas” 
bombing of North Vietnam. He resigned in March 
1973, choosing not to serve in the second Nixon 
administration, and returned to private life. 

Lansdale, Edward Geary (1908-1987) 

U.S. Air Force general; assistant air attache, U.S. 
embassy, Saigon, 1954— 1956; special assistant to 
U.S. ambassador in South Vietnam, 1965—68 
A former advertising man, Lansdale served with 
the Office of Strategic Services and then in the 
U.S. Army in the Pacific theater during World War 
II. In 1947, he joined the newly formed air force. 
President Eisenhower sent Lansdale to the recently 
divided Vietnam in June 1954, as chief of the 
covert-action Saigon Military Mission, which was 
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charged with weakening Ho Chi Minh’s Demo¬ 
cratic Republic of Vietnam by encouraging immi¬ 
gration to the south, while simultaneously trying 
to bolster Bao Dai’s southern State of Vietnam. 
Lansdale helped organize the departure of nearly 
one million Catholic refugees from the north as 
the Communists took over. During the two years 
he was in Vietnam, Lansdale became an adviser to 
Prime Minister Ngo Dinh Diem. Lansdale helped 
the South Vietnamese government set up plans for 
the integration of northern refugees into the South 
and aided in the development of programs to train 
government administrators in provinces vacated 
by the Viet Minh. Lansdale became a close per¬ 
sonal friend of Diem and supported him during 
the sect crisis of early 1955. Lansdale left Vietnam 
in 1956. From 1957 to 1963, Lansdale served as the 
deputy director of the Pentagon’s Office of Special 
Operations. From 1965 to 1968, Lansdale served as 
a special assistant to the U.S. ambassador in South 
Vietnam to work on pacification issues. He tried to 
reorient the U.S. war effort toward counterinsur¬ 
gency, but his influence on U.S. policy was limited 
and he left Vietnam and ended his career with the 
U.S. government in 1968. 

Lavelle, John D. (1916-1979) 

U.S. Air Force general; commander, Seventh Air 
Force, Saigon, 1971—72 

Born on September 9, 1916, in Cleveland, Ohio, 
Lavelle graduated from John Carroll University 
in 1938 and joined the Army Air Corps in 1939, 
receiving his pilot wings and a commission in June 
1940. A combat fighter pilot in the European the¬ 
ater of operations during World War II, he com¬ 
manded a supply depot in Japan during the Korean 
War. Laveile was assigned as vice commander- 
in-chief of the Pacific Air Force in Honolulu in 
September 1970, and in that position he controlled 
U.S. Air Force strikes against North Vietnam. 
On July 29, 1971, General Lavelle was appointed 
commander of the Seventh Air Force and con¬ 
currently deputy commander of MACV. Frus¬ 
trated by the October 1968 policy that suspended 


bombing operations over North Vietnam except 
in retaliation for North Vietnamese attacks on 
U.S. reconnaissance aircraft, Lavelle began having 
pilots make false reports of such attacks in order to 
conduct strikes on North Vietnamese installations 
under the guise of “protective reaction strikes.” 
When the truth of these illegal missions came out 
in the fall of 1972, Lavelle was called before the 
House and Senate Armed Services Committee to 
explain “secret bombings.” During his testimony, 
General Lavelle said that the missions had been 
encouraged by both General Creighton Abrams 
(commander of Military Assistance Command, 
Vietnam) and Admiral Thomas Moorer (chair¬ 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff), which Abrams 
denied. Charged with ordering some 28 missions 
involving 147 sorties against unauthorized targets 
in violation of existing guidelines, General Lavelle 
was relieved of command, reduced in rank, and 
retired from active duty. He died on July 10,1979. 

Le Duan (1908-1986) 

Founding member, Indochinese Communist Party; 
general secretary, Vietnam Workers Party and Viet¬ 
namese Communist Party, 1957—86 
Born in 1908 in the province of Quang Tri in the 
French protectorate of Annam, central Vietnam, 
Le Duan joined Ho Chi Minh’s Revolutionary 
Youth League in 1928 and was a founding member 
of the Indochinese Communist Party in 1930. He 
became a member of the Central Committee in 
Ho Chi Minh’s Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
in 1945. In 1946, largely due to Le Due Tho’s 
backing, he was given responsibility for leading 
the resistance against the French in Nam Bo, the 
southern third of Vietnam. He remained there 
until 1957. In August 1956, he wrote “The Revolu¬ 
tionary Line in the South,” arguing that Ngo Dinh 
Diem would have to be overthrown by revolu¬ 
tion, although the recommendation would not be 
adopted by the party until 1959. Le Duan, Le Due 
Tho, and Pham Hung, who had worked together 
in the South, were close allies in Hanoi from the 
late 1950s onward. In 1957, Le Duan became the 
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administrative head of the Lao Dong (Worker’s 
Party) and was officially recognized as party first 
secretary in September 1960. Le Duan played the 
major role in the decision of the 15th Plenum in 
1959 to initiate guerrilla warfare in the South. He 
was also instrumental in aligning the DRV with 
the Chinese. When Ho Chi Minh’s health began 
failing in the mid-1960s, Le Duan emerged as the 
leader of the government of North Vietnam and 
he succeeded Ho upon Ho’s death in 1969. Work¬ 
ing with Pham Van Dong and Vo Nguyen Giap, 
he directed the war that saw final victory with the 
capture of Saigon in 1975. Le Duan held the office 
until his death in 1986. 

Le Due Tho (b. Phan Dinh Khai) (1911 — 
1990) 

Chief North Vietnamese negotiator at Paris peace 
talks, 1968-73 

Tho was a founding member of the Indochinese 
Communist Party in the 1930s and spent six years 
in a French prison. During the Viet Minh war 
against France, he headed the resistance move¬ 
ment in southern Vietnam. Elected to the Polit¬ 
buro in 1955, Tho continued as a principal party 
leader during the war against the Americans. 
He supervised the war in the south from hidden 
jungle bases in the 1960s. When the Paris peace 
talks began in 1968, Le Due Tho was the prin¬ 
cipal negotiator for the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam. He personally conducted most of the 
secret negotiations with Henry Kissinger begin¬ 
ning in 1969, holding firm to Hanoi’s insistence 
on combining political and military issues. He 
worked out the compromises with Kissinger that 
led to the tentative agreement of October 1972. 
The two men signed the final Paris Peace Accords 
on January 27, 1973. He declined the 1973 Nobel 
Peace Prize, which was to be shared with Kiss¬ 
inger, because, he said, the war in Vietnam con¬ 
tinued. When the Politburo decided in March 
1975 to launch what was hoped would be the final 
offensive, Le Due Tho was sent south to convey 
the decision to the military commanders there 


personally. Working with Pham Hung and Van 
Tien Dung, he helped supervise the final North 
Vietnamese assault on Saigon in 1975. He also 
supervised Vietnam’s invasion of Cambodia in 
1978-79. He resigned his leadership position and 
retired in 1986, but remained very powerful until 
his death in 1990. 

LeMay, Curtis (1906-1990) 

U.S. Air Force chief of staff, 1961 —65 
LeMay became an officer in the U.S. Army 
Air Corps in 1930. As commander of the 20th 
Bomber Group, he presided over the fire-bomb¬ 
ing of Japanese cities in 1945. He commanded the 
Strategic Air Command from 1948 to 1961. Gen¬ 
eral LeMay believed that air power could achieve 
most military aims. In late 1963, he advocated a 
massive bombing campaign against North Viet¬ 
nam. He gained notoriety with his remark in a 
1965 book that the United States should “bomb 
them [the North Vietnamese] back to the Stone 
Age.” After retiring from the air force, he was 
George Wallace’s vice presidential running mate 
on the American Independent Party ticket in an 
unsuccessful bid for the 1968 election. During 
the campaign, he aroused controversy by saying 
that, in Vietnam, the United States should “use 
anything we could dream up, including nuclear 
weapons.” 

Lodge, Henry Cabot (1902-1985) 

U.S. ambassador to South Vietnam, 1963—64 and 
1965-67 

Lodge was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1936, 
resigned his seat to serve with the U.S. Army in 
Europe during World War II, and was reelected in 
1946. Defeated for reelection in 1952 by John F. 
Kennedy, Lodge was appointed ambassador to the 
United Nations in 1953 by President Eisenhower. 
He ran unsuccessfully as Richard M. Nixon’s vice 
presidential candidate in 1960, defeated once again 
by Kennedy. In June 1963, President Kennedy, 
seeking bipartisan support for his Vietnam policy, 
appointed Lodge to replace Frederick Nolting as 
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U.S. ambassador to South Vietnam. He arrived in 
Saigon on August 22, in the midst of a crisis pre¬ 
cipitated by President Ngo Dinh Diem’s repression 
of the Buddhists. A week after his arrival, Lodge 
cabled Washington expressing his opinion that the 
war could not be won with Diem in power. When 
a group of South Vietnamese generals made it 
known that a coup was being planned, Lodge was 
authorized to inform the generals that the United 
States would do nothing to “thwart a change of 
government.” On November 1, 1963 the generals 
launched their coup, ousting and killing Diem and 
his brother Nhu. 

In May 1964, Lodge resigned his post and 
made an attempt to win the Republican nomina¬ 
tion for president, but the attempt failed. In July 
1965 he began a second tour as ambassador to 
South Vietnam. He revitalized the pacification 
program, hoping to create popular support for 
the South Vietnamese government in the coun¬ 
tryside. In April 1967, Lodge again resigned the 
ambassadorship. 

In March 1968, Lodge was a member of the 
“Wise Men,” who met with President Johnson 
to assess the course of the war following the Tet 
Offensive; he recommended an end to search- 
and-destroy operations in South Vietnam and 
suggested that U.S. troops be used as a shield 
to protect the South. In January 1969, Presi¬ 
dent Nixon appointed Lodge chief negotiator 
to the Paris peace conference. Frustrated by 
North Vietnamese intransigence, he asked to be 
relieved in October 1969. In July 1970, Lodge 
became the president’s special envoy to the 
Vatican, a post he held until 1977. He died on 
February 27, 1985. 

Lon Nol (1913-1985) 

Cambodian general; prime minister of Cambodia, 

7 966—67, 1970—72; president of Khmer Republic 
and supreme commander of armed forces 1972—75 
Born in Prey Veng Province in Cambodia, he was 
educated in Saigon and then became a provincial 
civil servant in Cambodia. He was one of the 
founders of the Khmer Renovation Party in 1947, 


which was allied with Prince Norodom Sihanouk 
from 1951 onward. Lon Nol became chief of the 
Cambodian National Police in 1950 and chief of 
staff of the Cambodian armed forces in August 
1955. In 1966, he became prime minister, but Siha¬ 
nouk became distrustful of him and removed him 
from control of the army. He resigned as prime 
minister in 1967, citing grounds of bad health. 
After going to France for medical treatment, he 
returned, becoming minister of defense in May 
1968 and prime minister again in August 1969. 
In March 1970, while Sihanouk was away from 
Cambodia, Lon Nol and Deputy Prime Minister 
Prince Sisowath Sirik Matak took over the govern¬ 
ment in a bloodless coup. Lon Nol had a stroke in 
early 1971 and went to the United States for treat¬ 
ment. Upon his return, he resigned his positions 
as prime minister, defense minister, and army 
chief of staff, but took the new title of marshal. 
His poorly led forces suffered a string of defeats 
by the Khmer Rouge and the North Vietnamese 
Army, and popular discontent against his regime 
mounted. On March 10, 1973, he became presi¬ 
dent of a newly designated Khmer Republic. He 
proved to be an inept leader, and Cambodia fell 
into violence and social chaos. On April 1,1975, he 
fled to Indonesia as the Khmer Rouge were about 
to overrun Phnom Penh. 

Mansfield, Michael Joseph (1903-2001) 
U.S. representative (D-Montana), 1943—53; U.S. 
senator (D-Montana), 1953—77 
Mansfield was an early supporter of Ngo Dinh 
Diem and of the U.S. commitment to South Viet¬ 
nam, but after several visits to Vietnam, he became 
disillusioned with the war effort, concluding that 
the South Vietnamese government enjoyed little 
popular support and that military action was 
doomed to failure. In 1965, he counseled President 
Johnson against sending ground troops to Viet¬ 
nam and urged him to pursue peace negotiations 
rather than escalate the war, but his advice was dis¬ 
regarded. Mansfield became one of the most vocal 
critics of the war, supporting legislation to counter 
the precedent established by the Gulf of Tonkin 
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Resolution and to reassert Congress’s war powers. 
After President Nixon assumed office, Mansfield 
was one of the leading Democratic critics of the 
administration’s Vietnam policy. In 1969, he called 
for a cease-fire, and in 1970 Mansfield enthusiasti¬ 
cally supported the Cooper-Church and McGov- 
ern-Hatfield amendments. The following year 
he introduced his own end-the-war amendment, 
which required the withdrawal of U.S. military 
forces within nine months after the bill’s passage, 
subject to the release of all American prisoners of 
war. It passed the Senate but failed in the House. 
Mansfield decided to retire from the Senate fol¬ 
lowing the 1976 election. In 1977, President Carter 
appointed him ambassador to Japan. 

Martin, Graham Anderson (1912-1990) 
Last U.S. ambassador to South Vietnam, 1973—75 
A longtime diplomat and protege of Averell Har- 
riman, Martin was U.S. ambassador to Thailand 
(1963-67) and Italy (1969-73), before President 
Nixon appointed him the last U.S. ambassador to 
South Vietnam in 1973. Arriving in Saigon after 
the Paris Peace Accords, Martin tried to assure 
President Nguyen Van Thieu of continued U.S. 
support, while also lobbying Congress to pro¬ 
vide that support. His encouragement of Thieu 
and his optimistic reports to Washington about 
the situation in Saigon delayed recognition that 
the war was lost. To avoid creating panic during 
North Vietnam’s Spring Offensive of April 1975, 
Martin declined to implement contingency plans 
for an orderly departure from Saigon. When 
he belatedly began the last-minute evacuation 
of the embassy on April 29-30, 1975, it turned 
into a harrowing helicopter lift of people from 
rooftops and courtyards. The hasty departure 
also left behind many South Vietnamese who 
were closely associated with the Americans and 
who fell victim to the North Vietnamese. Martin 
himself was one of the last Americans to leave 
Saigon. He bitterly blamed the North Vietnamese 
victory on Congress’ termination of military aid 
to South Vietnam. Martin served as special assis¬ 


tant to Secretary of State Henry Kissinger until 
his retirement in 1977. 

McCain, John Sidney, Jr. (1911-1981) 

Admiral, U.S. Navy; commander in chief, Pacific, 
1968-72 

A highly decorated submarine commander in 
World War II, Admiral McCain was the first admi¬ 
ral’s son to become a full admiral himself. He 
held important navy staff posts, including that of 
top congressional lobbyist, and he commanded 
amphibious landings in the Dominican Republic 
in 1968-72. McCain succeeded Admiral Ulysses 
S. Grant Sharp as commander-in-chief Pacific on 
July 31,1968. He long advocated mining Haiphong 
harbor, which President Nixon approved in May 
1972. McCain also called for increased bombing 
of Hanoi even though his son, Lieutenant Com¬ 
mander John S. McCain III, a U.S. Navy aviator, 
was held prisoner there. Admiral Noel Gayler 
replaced McCain in September 1972. 

McCarthy, Eugene (1916-2005) 

U.S. senator (D-Minnesota), 1959—71; presidential 
candidate, 1968 

McCarthy won election to the U.S. House of Rep¬ 
resentatives in 1948 and to the Senate in 1958. As 
a congressman, he criticized cold war anticom¬ 
munist hysteria and helped to found the liberal 
Democratic Study Group. However, as a senator, 
he was not an early dissenter, having voted for 
the Tonkin Gulf Resolution in August 1964 and 
avoided any public criticism of President John¬ 
son’s war policy until January 1966. At that time, 
he joined 14 other senators in sending a letter 
to the president calling for a continuation of the 
suspension of air strikes against North Vietnam 
begun in December. In early 1967, McCarthy grew 
more vocal in his opposition and soon he became 
one of the foremost critics of Johnson’s Vietnam 
policy, exerting a profound impact on the course 
of American foreign policy As a member of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, he skepti¬ 
cally interrogated administration spokesmen and 
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ridiculed the idea that South Vietnam’s survival 
was necessary to contain the People’s Republic of 
China. He spoke often against the war, question¬ 
ing the morality and constitutionality of the war. 
In 1967, after persistent urging by antiwar liberals, 
McCarthy announced that he was running for the 
Democratic presidential nomination to further 
the campaign for a negotiated settlement of the 
war. His candidacy attracted a legion of idealistic 
young volunteers. McCarthy made a strong show¬ 
ing in the New Hampshire Democratic primary, 
winning 42 percent of the vote to Johnson’s 48 
percent. McCarthy’s moral victory and Senator 
Robert Kennedy’s announcement that he would 
also contend for the Democratic nomination may 
have influenced President Johnson’s decision not 
to seek reelection. McCarthy’s campaign, however, 
was soon overshadowed by those of Kennedy 
and, after Kennedy’s assassination, that of Vice 
President Hubert Humphrey. At the Democratic 
National Convention in Chicago in August 1968, 
McCarthy was defeated by Humphrey when the 
convention minority rejected McCarthy’s proposal 
for a bombing halt and negotiations to establish 
a coalition government in South Vietnam. He 
refused to campaign for the Democratic ticket and 
offered only grudging endorsement in late Octo¬ 
ber. McCarthy unexpectedly resigned from the 
Foreign Relations Committee in 1969 and retired 
from the Senate in 1970. 

McGovern, George S. (1922- ) 

U.S. representative (D-South Dakota) 1957—63; 
U.S. senator (D-South Dakota), 1963—81; presi¬ 
dential candidate, 1972 

A decorated bomber pilot during World War II, 
McGovern was elected to the U.S. House of Rep¬ 
resentatives in 1956 and in 1962 he became South 
Dakota’s first Democratic senator in 26 years. 
He was an early, outspoken critic of the Vietnam 
War. He first criticized U.S. involvement in Sep¬ 
tember 1963, although he voted for the Tonkin 
Gulf Resolution the following August partly in 
hope of derailing Barry Goldwater’s presidential 


campaign. However, he soon began criticizing 
U.S. participation in what he believed to be a 
Vietnamese civil war. In January 1965, he pro¬ 
posed a negotiated solution, leading to a gradual 
withdrawal of U.S. troops and the neutralization 
of Vietnam protected by a UN presence. After the 
invasion of Cambodia by U.S. and South Viet¬ 
namese troops in April 1970, McGovern voted 
for the Cooper-Church amendment to cut off 
funds for U.S. operations in Cambodia. Later 
that year, he introduced with Senator Mark Hat¬ 
field an “end-the-war” amendment to a military 
appropriations bill that would have legislated the 
withdrawal of all U.S. combat troops from South¬ 
east Asia by the end of 1971. The Senate rejected 
the amendment. In 1972, McGovern won the 
Democratic presidential nomination. His plat¬ 
form called for an immediate end to the Vietnam 
War. His more radical supporters alienated many 
working-class Democrats, and the Republicans 
effectively stigmatized him as the candidate of 
“acid, abortion, and amnesty.” He was decisively 
defeated by President Nixon in the 1972 election. 
In 1974, he won reelection to the Senate, but his 
radical reputation led to his defeat in the conser¬ 
vative electoral sweep of 1980. In 1984, McGov¬ 
ern made an unsuccessful bid for the Democratic 
presidential nomination. 

McNamara, Robert Strange (1916- ) 

U.S. secretary of defense, 1961-68 
Born on June 9, 1916, in San Francisco, McNa¬ 
mara graduated from the University of California 
at Berkeley in 1937 and from Harvard School of 
Business Administration in 1939. During World 
War II, he set up a statistical control system for the 
U.S. Army Air Corps and rose to the rank of lieu¬ 
tenant colonel before returning to civilian life in 
April 1946. Together with other Air Corps statisti¬ 
cal control experts who came to be known as the 
“whiz kids,” he joined the Ford Motor Company 
after the war and in 1960 was named its president. 

In December 1960 he accepted the post of 
secretary of defense in the incoming Kennedy 
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administration and served in that office until 
March 1968. In 1961, McNamara supported the 
recommendations of Maxwell Taylor and Walt 
Rostow, who advocated that the United States 
commit all the necessary resources to prevent 
the fall of South Vietnam to the Communists. 
He promoted this position throughout President 
Kennedy’s administration, assuming greater day- 
by-day responsibility for conducting the war in 
Vietnam and overseeing the gradual escalation of 
the U.S. commitment. 

In February 1965, following attacks on U.S. 
bases in Vietnam, McNamara approved retalia¬ 
tory air strikes and sent the first contingent of 
3,500 marines to defend the American base at 
Danang. After meeting with Westmoreland in 
July, McNamara approved the general’s request 
that 185,000 troops be sent to Vietnam by the end 
of the year. McNamara also supported a call-up 
of the Reserves and a tax increase to pay for the 
war. Johnson rejected both measures as politically 
unpalatable. 

By late 1965, McNamara, though publicly 
optimistic, had begun to have growing doubts 
about the situation in Vietnam and whether a 
military solution was possible. Communist vic¬ 
tory had been prevented, but American casualties 
were high, and the secretary was pessimistic about 
chances of bringing an end to the conflict in the 
near future. Nor was McNamara pleased with the 
pace of reform within the government of South 
Vietnam. By 1967 he had become openly skeptical 
about the effectiveness of bombing the North to 
cut down the infiltration of men and materiel to 
the South. 

While concerned about the military conduct 
of the war, McNamara became increasingly inter¬ 
ested in finding a way to end the conflict through 
a negotiated settlement. In the summer of 1967 
he helped draff the San Antonio Formula, a peace 
proposal asking the North Vietnamese only to 
begin productive discussion in exchange for an 
end to U.S. bombing. The proposal was rejected 
by North Vietnam in October. A month later 
McNamara submitted a memorandum to Johnson 


recommending that the United States lower its 
political goals, freeze its troop levels, cease bomb¬ 
ing of the North, and turn over major responsibil¬ 
ity for the ground war to the South Vietnamese. 
Johnson rejected these proposals outright and 
lost confidence in his secretary of defense, decid¬ 
ing to replace him. Increasingly at odds with the 
president, McNamara accepted Johnson’s offer to 
resign and left the Pentagon in 1968 to become the 
head of the World Bank. 

McNaughton, John T. (1921-1967) 

Assistant secretary of defense for international secu¬ 
rity affairs, 1964-67 

McNaughton strongly influenced Secretary of 
Defense Robert McNamara’s Vietnam policy 
throughout McNamara’s tenure. In 1964, after 
Congress passed the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, 
McNaughton advocated increased U.S. military 
involvement and endorsed bombing of North 
Vietnam. In 1964 and 1965, he drafted many of 
the memoranda to McNamara and President 
Johnson that argued strongly in favor of commit¬ 
ting substantial U.S. ground forces in South Viet¬ 
nam. He was a major architect of the strategy of 
limited air war, which resulted in the 1965 Rolling 
Thunder bombing campaign. By late 1966, how¬ 
ever, McNaughton was skeptical that the United 
States could prevail in South Vietnam, believing 
that the United States was fighting primarily to 
avoid defeat and humiliation. He revised his ear¬ 
lier position that a Communist Vietnam would 
threaten U.S. interests in Asia; the domino theory, 
he now believed, did not apply to the Vietnam 
situation, and the loss of Vietnam would there¬ 
fore be of no grave consequence for the United 
States. Accordingly, McNaughton began advocat¬ 
ing a U.S. withdrawal. McNaughton’s change of 
view influenced McNamara who, in turn, resisted 
further troop requests and called for disengage¬ 
ment before President Johnson forced him out of 
the Defense Department. McNaughton, his wife, 
and one of his sons were killed in a plane crash in 
July 1967. 
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Medina, Ernest L. (1936- ) 

U.S. Army captain implicated in the My Lai massacre 
Medina, an army captain, was commander of 
Charlie Company, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry of 
the 11th Infantry Brigade, 23rd Infantry Division 
(Americal), 1966-68. He was in command dur¬ 
ing the March 16, 1968, action that later became 
known as the My Lai massacre. He was charged in 
1970 with manslaughter, assault, and the murder 
of 102 Vietnamese civilians at My Lai. On Septem¬ 
ber 22, 1971, Medina, defended by attorney F. Lee 
Bailey, was acquitted in a U.S. Army court-martial, 
primarily as a result of flawed instructions by the 
military judge. He resigned his commission on 
October 15,1971. 

Mendenhall, Joseph (1920- ) 

U.S. Foreign Service officer, 1946—75 
President Kennedy sent Mendenhall, who had been 
counselor for public affairs at the U.S. embassy in 
Saigon, and General Victor Krulak to Vietnam on 
a four-day investigative trip in September 1963. 
Mendenhall, the director of the State Department’s 
Far East Planning Office, reported that the Diem 
government could not win the war, but Krulak 
concluded that South Vietnam was winning the 
war. These conflicting reports astonished Kennedy 
and reflected the split over Vietnam policy among 
the president’s advisers. 

Mendes-France, Pierre (1908-1982) 

French prime minister, 1954—55 
Elected premier June 17,1954, following the French 
defeat at Dien Bien Phu, Mendes-France promised 
to end France’s involvement in Indochina within 
30 days or resign. He met his deadline by help¬ 
ing secure a settlement at the Geneva Conference. 
Last-minute negotiations between Mendes-France, 
Pham Van Dong, Zhou Enlai (Chou En-lai), and 
Vyacheslav Molotov broke the conference dead¬ 
lock; the latter two abandoned Communist unity 
with the Viet Minh to pursue their respective geo¬ 
political goals. Chou and Molotov pressured Pham 
Van Dong to retreat from the strong positions won 


by the Viet Minh on the battlefield and to accept 
partition and late elections. Mendes-France extri¬ 
cated France militarily from a lost war and won 
much for France by negotiation, while denying the 
Viet Minh the total victory they had won on the 
battlefield. 

Momyer, William Wallace (1916- ) 

U.S. Air Force general; commander, Seventh Air 
Force, 1966—68 

A highly decorated World War II pilot, Gen¬ 
eral Momyer was assigned as commander of the 
Seventh Air Force in Vietnam and concurrently 
deputy commander of U.S. Military Assistance 
Command Vietnam in July 1966. As such he was 
responsible for Operation Rolling Thunder, the 
prolonged bombing campaign against North Viet¬ 
nam, and the massive air effort in South Vietnam. 
A vocal advocate for air power, Momyer believed 
that it could have done more if restraints had been 
lifted. Returning from Vietnam in August 1968, he 
commanded the Tactical Air Command until he 
retired from active duty on October 1,1973. 

Moorer, Thomas Hinman (1912-2004) 

U.S. Navy admiral; chief of naval operations, 1967— 
70; chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, 1970—74 
Moorer graduated from the U.S. Naval Acad¬ 
emy in 1933 and served as a navy aviator during 
World War II. On October 13, 1962, Moorer was 
appointed commander in chief of the Seventh Fleet 
in the Pacific. On June 26, 1964, he was named 
commander in chief of the Pacific Fleet. Moorer 
strongly advocated using naval and air power to 
dissuade North Vietnam from its support of insur¬ 
gents in South Vietnam and Laos. In August 1964 
he helped persuade Washington to launch retalia¬ 
tory air strikes against North Vietnam in the wake 
of the Gulf of Tonkin incident, which precipitated 
direct U.S. combat involvement in the Vietnam 
War. Before he departed the theater in March 1965 
to assume the position of commander in chief 
of the Atlantic Command, he strongly endorsed 
the use of U.S. warships to stop Communist sea- 
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borne infiltration, the deployment of U.S. Marines 
to Danang, and the start of systematic bombing 
operations in Laos and North Vietnam. In August 
1967, he again assumed a leading role in the Viet¬ 
nam War when President Johnson appointed him 
chief of naval operations and in July 1970 he was 
appointed chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. As 
chairman, Admiral Moorer played a major role in 
withdrawing U.S. forces from Vietnam and in the 
“Vietnamization” of the war. He also coordinated 
U.S. military responses to the 1972 North Vietnam¬ 
ese Army Easter Offensive and convinced President 
Nixon to resume the bombing of North Vietnam 
as well as the mining of Haiphong Harbor. He 
directed the intensified bombing of Hanoi in late 
1972, which led to the Paris Peace Accords in 1973. 
In July 1974, his tour as chairman complete, Admi¬ 
ral Moorer retired from active duty. Until his death 
in 2004, he remained critical of U.S. conduct of 
the war, maintaining that the United States should 
have invaded North Vietnam. 

Morse, Wayne L. (1900-1974) 

U.S. senator (D-Oregon), 1945-69 
Morse, a former Republican, was an early, outspoken 
opponent of U.S. participation in the Vietnam War. 
He and Senator Ernest Gruening cast the only votes 
against the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution in 1964, argu¬ 
ing that it violated the Constitution. Morse unsuc¬ 
cessfully fought to repeal the resolution. Divisions 
among Oregon Democrats over the war and local 
issues led to Morse’s defeat for reelection in 1968. 

Navarre, Henri (1898-1983) 

Commander in chief, French forces in Indochina, 
1953-54 

A career soldier, General Navarre shared the colo¬ 
nial military background of his post-World War II 
peers, with service in Syria and French Morocco 
in the 1920s and 1930s. He also distinguished 
himself as a Resistance leader from 1943 to 1945, 
earning a promotion to brigadier general. In 1953, 
Navarre was named to replace Raoul Salan as 
commander in chief of French forces in Vietnam. 


Navarre was optimistic in public, forecasting vic¬ 
tory. Ultimately, his forces were defeated in the 
Battle of Dien Bien Phu. He retired from the army 
in 1956 and the same years published Agonie de 
la’Indochine, a book in which he blamed the defeat 
on the French political system, intellectuals, politi¬ 
cians, and Communists. 

Ngo Dinh Diem (1901-1963) 

Prime minister and president of South Vietnam, 
1954-63 

Born in Hue to a family that had been converted 
to Catholicism as early as the 17th century, his 
grandparents had been poor peasants and fisher¬ 
men in the province of Quang Binh. However, 
at the time of his birth, Diem’s father, Ngo Dinh 
Kha, had become a high mandarin at court, 
thanks to the French colonial conquest that had 
helped Christian Vietnamese climb quickly up 
the ladder of success. Third in a family of eight 
children, Diem attended Le Lyceum Pellerin, a 
Catholic secondary school in Hue. After gradu¬ 
ation, Diem enrolled in the French school of 
administration, College Hau Bo. Diem became 
minister of the interior under Emperor Bao Dai 
in 1933, but resigned to protest French colonial 
rule. Diem’s anticommunist and anti-French atti¬ 
tude thereafter made him appear as a credible 
nationalist figure to many in Vietnam and in the 
West. In the eyes of others, however, his national¬ 
ist credentials had been tarnished by his willing¬ 
ness to work with the Japanese. 

Diem’s nationalist stature was reestablished 
when Diem refused an offer of a high position in 
Ho Chi Minh’s government in late 1945, partly 
because he regarded the Viet Minh as ultimately 
responsible for the assassination of his brother Ngo 
Dinh Khoi, governor of Quang Ngai Province. 

From 1950 to 1954, Diem lived in Europe 
and the United States. During a stay at a Catholic 
seminary in New Jersey, he met many American 
religious and political leaders, including Francis 
Cardinal Spellman and Senators John F. Kennedy 
and Mike Mansfield. After the May 1954 surren¬ 
der of the French at Dien Bien Phu, the United 
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States pressured Emperor Bao Dai to appoint 
Diem prime minister. On July 7, Diem returned 
to Saigon to take over the government. In 1955 he 
made his family the core of the political struggle. 
Diem’s brother, Ngo Dinh Can, ran the northern 
provinces around Hue. Bishop Ngo Dinh Thuc, 
Diem’s older brother, ran the Catholic Church, 
which was composed largely of northern refugees 
who gave the regime its only appearance of mass 
support. 

In a country that was more than 90 percent 
non-Catholic, the majority of high officials in the 
government were members of the church. Another 
brother, Ngo Dinh Nhu, was Diem’s chief political 
adviser, and by 1956, the creator and chief of the 
Can Lao Party, which also served as a secret police. 
Membership in the party was a prerequisite for 
advancement to higher posts in the administration 
and military. Nhu and his wife exercised enor¬ 
mous influence over Diem and power over the 
government and the country. 

In an effort to consolidate power and stabilize 
the regime, Diem mounted a repressive campaign 
against all potential opposition in the urban area 
and a merciless pacification program against the 
countryside. As part of pacification, Diem insti¬ 
tuted a land reform program that in effect allowed 
landlords to reclaim lands the revolution had 
already parceled out to the peasants and to collect 
land rents for as many years back as the landlords 
could claim. With the help of U.S. and British 
experts, in 1959 Diem began a wholesale resettle¬ 
ment program that forced the resident population 
into so-called agrovilles—and later on, strategic 
hamlets—in an effort to weed out the Commu¬ 
nists and control the population. 

After the insurrection of January 1960 in Ben 
Tre, which resulted in the takeover of nearly the 
entire province by former Viet Minh cadres and 
caused a chain reaction throughout the Mekong 
Delta, North Vietnam approved the shift to armed 
struggle in the South. With North Vietnam’s 
blessing, on December 20 some 20 organizations 
opposed to the United States and the Diem regime 
merged with former southern Viet Minh revolu¬ 


tionaries into the National Liberation Lront, whose 
program included the overthrow of the Diem 
regime, from then on the NLL dealt the Diem 
regime repeated military and pacification setbacks, 
and the urban opposition created such turmoil and 
instability that the United States became convinced 
that Diem was no longer equal to his task. 

When South Vietnamese troops killed nine Bud¬ 
dhist protesters in Hue on May 8, 1963, tensions 
between Diem and the United States reached a crisis. 
By mid-June the United States threatened to break 
with Diem over the issue of Buddhist repression. In 
October 1963, the U.S. ambassador, Henry Cabot 
Lodge, secretly informed a group of South Vietnam¬ 
ese military officers plotting a coup against Diem 
that the U.S. government would not oppose a change 
in leadership. On November 1-2, 1963, Diem and 
his brother were ousted and murdered, and Duong 
Van Minh became leader of South Vietnam. 

Ngo Dinh Khoi (unknown-1945) 

Governor of Annam, 1933—43 
Khoi, elder brother of Ngo Dinh Diem, became 
governor of Annam, the central provinces of 
Vietnam, in 1933. During the early 1940s, Khoi 
reportedly had personal disagreements with Pham 
Quynh, a famous scholar and high mandarin, and 
retired from public office in 1943. In August 1945, 
the Communists assassinated Khoi as part of their 
campaign to eliminate all potential rivals. His death 
was a principal factor in Ngo Dinh Diem’s rejec¬ 
tion of Ho Chi Minh’s offer of a cabinet post in the 
newly formed Democratic Republic of Vietnam 

Ngo Dinh Nhu (1910-1963) 

Brother and principal adviser to Ngo Dinh Diem 
Younger brother of South Vietnamese president 
Ngo Dinh Diem, Nhu was Diem’s chief politi¬ 
cal adviser and ran the Can Lao Party, the base of 
Diem’s power. A master of intrigue and organiza¬ 
tion, he served as the minister of the interior, a posi¬ 
tion in which he wielded immense power, creating 
a network of intelligence, security, police, paramili¬ 
tary, and undercover groups to report on opponents 
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of the Diem regime. With such information Diem 
and Nhu were able to thwart all attempts to remove 
them from power. Many Americans blamed Nhu 
for the dictatorial nature of Diem’s regime. Calls 
for Diem to get rid of Nhu intensified after Nhu 
sent his Special Forces into Buddhist pagodas on 
August 21, 1963. U.S. officials repeatedly told Diem 
that Nhu and his wife had to be removed, but Diem 
refused. Nhu’s brutal suppression of Buddhist dem¬ 
onstrations against the government set in motion a 
sequence of events that climaxed in a military coup 
that took place on November 1; Diem and Nhu 
were murdered on November 2. 

Ngo Dinh Nhu, Madame (1924- ) 

Wife of Ngo Dinh Nhu 

Born Tran Le Xuan in 1924 in Hanoi to a wealthy 
family that was active in the French colonial gov¬ 
ernment, she married Ngo Dinh Nhu, brother 
of Ngo Dinh Diem, in 1943 and converted from 
Buddhism to Catholicism. When Diem became 
president, Madame Nhu acted as surrogate first 
lady and official hostess for her bachelor brother- 
in-law from 1955 to 1963. She organized and 
headed an anti-Communist paramilitary orga¬ 
nization, the Vietnamese Women’s Solidarity 
Movement, using it to lobby the government and 
promote legislation outlawing divorce, dancing, 
prostitution, and other activities she considered 
immoral. Particularly outspoken and vitriolic, her 
1963 comment that Buddhist immolations were a 
“barbeque” helped turn American public opinion 
against President Diem. She was traveling abroad 
when President Diem and her husband were assas¬ 
sinated on November 2, 1963; she eventually went 
into exile in Rome. 

Ngo Dinh Thuc (1897-1984) 

Roman Catholic archbishop of Hue 
Eldest brother of Ngo Dinh Diem, Thuc exercised 
considerable influence in his brother’s regime. An 
ardent anti-Communist and nationalist priest, Thuc 
served as the liaison to South Vietnam’s 1.2 million 
Catholics. Diem lobbied for Thuc’s appointment 


as archbishop of Saigon, but the Vatican refused 
because it would appear as a public endorsement 
by the Vatican of Diem’s government. In 1961, Thuc 
became archbishop of Hue, where in 1963 he inter¬ 
vened to forbid display of the Buddhist flag during 
celebrations of Buddha’s birthday, which subse¬ 
quently resulted in demonstrations and a chain of 
events that culminated with the November 1,1963, 
coup that overthrew Diem. Thuc was in Rome at 
the time of the coup; he lived in exile for the rest 
of his life. He was later excommunicated from 
the church twice for investing priests without the 
Vatican’s permission, but was twice forgiven. 

Ngo Quang Truong (1929-2007) 

General, Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) 
Born in Kien Hoa Province in the Mekong Delta, 
Truong received his commission in the South Viet¬ 
namese Army in 1954. He served with distinction, 
becoming commander of the ARVN 1st Division 
in June 1966. Widely regarded as one of the most 
competent commanders in the ARVN, he and his 
troops played a major role in the bitter fighting in 
Hue during the 1968 Tet Offensive. In August 1970, 
Truong was promoted and assumed command of IV 
Corps in the Delta, where he continued to perform 
admirably. In May 1972, after Quang Tri in the north 
fell to the invading North Vietnamese Army, he was 
sent to Hue to replace General Hoang Xuan Lam as 
commander of I Corps. Truong planned and led the 
counterattack that regained lost territory and saved 
the ARVN’s reputation. After the cease-fire in 1973, 
he remained in command until the Communist vic¬ 
tory of 1975. With the fall of South Vietnam, Truong 
and his family escaped to the United States; he died 
of cancer on January 22,2007. 

Nguyen Cao Ky (1930- ) 

Prime minister of South Vietnam, 1965—67; Vice 
President, 1967—71 

Nguyen Cao Ky was born in Son Tay Province, 
northwest of Hanoi. After graduation from junior 
high school, he joined the French air force as a 
corporal. A short tour of training in France and a 
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French wife helped him rise quickly through the 
ranks. 

Although officially only the air vice-marshal 
during the November 1963 coup against Diem, 
the absence of the air force chief and the personal 
loyalty of the men toward Ky gave him effective 
control of the air force and considerable leverage 
over other military leaders. In January 1964, Ky 
joined General Nguyen Khanh in a coup against 
Duong Van Mi nil’s government. In February, Ky 
was appointed head of the air force. After Gen¬ 
eral Khanh purportedly sought secret negotiations 
with the NLF, in February 1965, General Maxwell 
Taylor and General William Westmoreland relied 
on Ky to urge the Armed Forces Council to remove 
Khanh from his position of commander in chief. 
On 24 February Khanh left South Vietnam as 
“roving ambassador.” 

In June 1965 Ky joined with General Nguyen 
Van Thieu and General Nguyen Chanh Thi to 
oust South Vietnamese premier Phan Huy Quat, 
and with U.S. backing Ky became the new prime 
minister. The U.S. mission judged that among the 
triumvirate Ky, a nominal Buddhist, would be the 
safest bet to be the new prime minister. 

Ironically, Ky became the most effective 
oppressor of the Buddhists. On April 3,1966, with 
the approval of both Ambassador Henry Cabot 
Lodge and General Westmoreland, Ky announced 
that the Buddhist movement had fallen into Com¬ 
munist hands and requested U.S. aid in shuttling 
loyal troops to Danang. In early May, Ky fed troops 
in and launched his attack. Aided by U.S. Marines, 
Ky brutally crushed the Buddhists and their sup¬ 
porters. In June, Ky turned against the city of Hue 
and once more succeeded in ending that opposi¬ 
tion. Remnants of the movement in Saigon were 
similarly crushed. 

In 1967, Ky effectively used his proteges, 
including General Nguyen Ngoc Loan, head of 
South Vietnam’s police and intelligence services, 
and General Le Nguyen Khang, commander of 
the 3rd Army Division, to rig the presidential 
election and intimidate the National Assembly 
into ratifying the results that allowed Ky and 


Thieu to become vice president and president, 
respectively. 

Relations between Ky and Thieu deteriorated 
after the 1968 Tet Offensive. Ky retired from poli¬ 
tics in 1971. He fled Vietnam for the United States 
just before the collapse of Saigon in April 1975. 

Nguyen Chi Thanh (1914-1967) 

General, People’s Army of Vietnam 
Also known as Truong Son, Thanh was born 
in Thua Thien Province, where he began his 
revolutionary activity at the age of 17. He became 
secretary of the Thua Thien Province Commit¬ 
tee of the Indochinese Communist Party in 1938 
and subsequently served time in French prisons. 
From 1945 to 1950, he held various positions in 
central Vietnam. From 1950 to 1961, he was head 
of the People’s Army of Vietnam General Political 
Directorate, becoming a member of the Polit¬ 
buro in 1950 or 1951. In the early 1960s, Thanh 
was responsible for overseeing the struggle in the 
South. In 1964, he was sent south to take control of 
the Central Office of South Vietnam, which made 
him the commander of Communist military oper¬ 
ations in the southern half of South Vietnam. He 
sought a quick victory using conventional tactics, 
and his forces sustained heavy losses when U.S. 
troops were deployed in 1965-66. General Giap 
opposed Thanh’s use of conventional methods. 
The Tet Offensive of 1968 was originally Thanh’s 
idea, but he died in July 1967 during the early 
stages of planning for the operation. There remain 
some disagreement on how he died; one version 
says that he died of a heart attack while attending 
strategy meetings in Hanoi, but another version 
insists that he was killed in the South by American 
bombs. Recent scholarship reveals that the first 
version is correct. 

Nguyen Huu Tho (1910-1996) 

Chairman, National Liberation Front 
A French-trained lawyer, Tho was active in the 
anti-French movement, but is not known to have 
joined the Communist Party. He was imprisoned 
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by the French from 1950 to 1952 for his role in 
leading a demonstration in Saigon against U.S. 
support of the French. It is generally believed that 
he was placed under arrest by the Diem govern¬ 
ment and escaped only in 1961, but some think 
he spent this time in North Vietnam, returning 
only in 1961. In 1962, he became chairman of 
the National Liberation Front (NLF). He was 
apparently chosen for his broad public appeal to 
anti-Diem elements, giving the impression that 
the NLF as a whole was not a Communist orga¬ 
nization. It appears that he was actually a figure¬ 
head without significant power during the war. 
However, he became one of the two vice presidents 
of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in 1976, and 
served briefly as acting president, 1980-81. 

Nguyen Khanh (1927- ) 

General, Army of the Republic of Vietnam; prime 
minister, South Vietnam, 1964—65; president, South 
Vietnam, 1965 

At age 16, Khanh ran away from his wealthy, 
well-connected family, joined the Viet Minh, and 
fought the French for a year before he was dis¬ 
missed for poor discipline. Khanh then switched 
sides, attended a French officers school, and led 
colonial troops against the Viet Minh. 

As deputy chief of staff to General Duong Van 
Minh, Khanh joined the coup that killed Presi¬ 
dent Diem in November 1963. Two months later, 
Khanh led the Young Turk faction of officers who 
overthrew Duong Van Minh. Khanh then named 
himself prime minister. He never won over his own 
people, and he alarmed U.S. advisers by jeopardiz¬ 
ing the war effort with repeated attempts to estab¬ 
lish a dictatorship. His purging of the ARVN officer 
corps turned Khanh’s fellow generals against him, 
while stepping up draft calls angered the populace. 

Amid rising protests against his rule, Khanh 
used the Tonkin Gulf incident to proclaim a 
state of emergency on August 7, 1964. He pro¬ 
claimed himself president, but angry mobs in 
Saigon forced him to resign on August 25. Khanh 
returned to power on August 27 as a member 


of the Provisional Leadership Committee, which 
reappointed him prime minister on September 3. 
He foiled a coup attempt by Catholic officers on 
September 13, and appointed a civilian council to 
draw up a new constitution. Tran Van Huong was 
named prime minister of the new government on 
November 4, but Khanh retained supreme com¬ 
mand of the military He led the Armed Forces 
Council in yet another coup on December 20. 

Ambassador Maxwell Taylor then suspended 
U.S. military aid in hopes of forcing Khanh to 
resign, but a month later Khanh dismissed the 
rest of the Armed Forces Council and assumed 
dictatorial powers. Khanh’s supporters, General 
Nguyen Van Thieu, General Nguyen Van Cao, and 
Air Vice-Marshal Nguyen Cao Ky, deposed him 
on February 21, 1965. Khanh left the next day to 
become South Vietnam’s “roving ambassador.” He 
spent the rest of the war in France. After the war he 
moved to the United States. 

Nguyen Ngoc Loan (1932-1998) 

General, Army of the Republic of Vietnam; chief of 
South Vietnamese national police 
Born in Hue, Loan joined the Vietnamese National 
Army in 1951 and entered officer training school, 
where he was a classmate of Nguyen Cao Ky 
He went to Morocco to be trained as a pilot. 
Upon his return to Vietnam, he served 10 years 
in the Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF). He flew as 
wingman to his old friend Ky by that time com¬ 
mander of VNAF, on the Flaming Dart air strikes 
against North Vietnam in February 1965. When 
Ky became prime minister of the Republic of 
Vietnam in June 1965, he gave Loan control of 
military intelligence and security. In April 1966, 
Loan was made, in addition, director general of 
the National Police. In that role, he helped to crush 
the dissident Buddhist movement in Danang and 
Hue several months later. During the 1968 Tet 
Offensive, a Viet Cong officer in civilian clothes 
was captured by the police in Cholon, the Chinese 
section of Saigon. General Loan walked up to the 
prisoner, whose arms were bound, and shot him 
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in the head. An Associated Press photographer 
caught the execution in a still photo, and an NBC- 
TV crew recorded it with a movie camera. The 
images caused an uproar worldwide. Loan initially 
explained that this particular Viet Cong had killed 
a lot of Vietnamese and Americans; a subsequent 
story was circulated that he had killed the fam¬ 
ily of a subordinate and personal friend of Loan. 
In 1975, Loan fled to the United States, where he 
operated a pizza restaurant in Virginia. 

Nguyen Thi Binh (1927- ) 

Minister of foreign affairs, People’s Revolutionary 
Government (PRG) 

Madame Binh was born near Saigon and became 
active in revolutionary activities as a student. She 
was imprisoned by the French from 1951 to 1954. 
In the early 1960s, she became a member of the 
Central Committee of the National Liberation 
Front and vice president of the South Vietnamese 
Women’s Union for Liberation. From 1962 until 
1969, she served in the front’s diplomatic corps 
and toured the world as a diplomatic spokesman 
for the front. When the Paris peace talks opened in 
1969, the Provisional Revolutionary Government 
appointed her as its foreign minister, sending her 
to Paris as its official representative at the talks. 
There she focused on exacting a settlement that 
diminished Nguyen Van Thieu’s monopoly on 
political power in the South. Eventually, she signed 
the final accord on behalf of the PRG. After the 
war, Binh served in various government positions 
in Hanoi, and she was vice president of the Social¬ 
ist Republic of Vietnam 1992-93. 

Nguyen Van Thieu (1923-2001) 

General, Army of the Republic of Vietnam; president, 
Republic of Vietnam 1967—75 
Born near Phan Rang, Thieu served as a combat 
officer with French forces during the French-Viet 
Minh War. He received military command and 
staff training in the United States in the 1950s, 
converted from Buddhism to Catholicism, and 
joined the Can Lao Party to gain advancement in 


the ARVN. As a colonel, he led an ARVN division 
against the presidential palace during the coup 
against Ngo Dinh Diem and gained promotion 
to general from the new government. Along with 
Air Vice-Marshal Nguyen Cao Ky, Thieu became 
a leader of a military faction known as the Young 
Turks, who gained control of the government in 
June 1965. With Thieu as head of state and Ky as 
premier, the two men shared power for awhile. 
They met with Lyndon Johnson in 1966 and 
pledged to strengthen the South’s armed forces 
and to prepare a constitution. Rivalry developed 
between the two officer-politicians, and Thieu 
was able to secure the presidency of South Viet¬ 
nam in a manipulated election in 1967 that made 
the younger and brasher Ky vice president. In 
1971, Thieu gained reelection as president in 
another rigged process from which Ky ultimately 
withdrew, leaving the South basically with one- 
man rule. 

As president, Thieu made some attempts at 
allowing elected village governments, initiating 
land reform and rent controls, and removing 
corrupt officials, but he also repressed dissent, 
eventually suspended local elections, and amassed 
a personal fortune. He consistently resisted a 
negotiated settlement with Hanoi, and on sev¬ 
eral occasions—most notably in November 1968 
and November-December 1972 during U.S. elec¬ 
tions—he refused to cooperate with major Ameri¬ 
can diplomatic efforts. With secret promises of 
generous financial support from Richard Nixon, 
Thieu took the offensive in attacking North Viet¬ 
namese Army forces in the South in 1973. The 
NVA began effective counterattacks in 1974, and 
in the spring of 1975, the North launched its final, 
successful offensive against the South. Military, 
political, and economic conditions in the RVN 
were poor, and Thieu’s government had little pop¬ 
ular support. Nixon had resigned, and the Ameri¬ 
can Congress was not willing to provide Thieu 
more aid. Thieu bitterly denounced the United 
States for abandoning his government and then 
fled to Taiwan before the fall of Saigon. He later 
settled in the United States. 
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Nixon, Richard Milhous (1913-1994) 

U.S. vice president, 1953—61; president of the 
United States, 1969—74 

Born on January 9, 1913, in Yorba Linda, Califor¬ 
nia, Nixon graduated from Whittier College in 
1934 and Duke University Law in 1937. He served 
as a U.S. Navy officer in the South Pacific in World 
War II. Elected to the House of Representatives 
in 1946 and the Senate in 1950, he was chosen to 
be Dwight D. Eisenhower’s running mate in the 
1952 presidential race and served as vice president 
from 1953 to 1961. Defeated in his attempt for the 
presidency in 1960, Nixon ran successfully in 1968, 
becoming the 37th president of the United States. 

Nixon entered office after the war in effect had 
been lost, since by 1969 both the American people 
and Congress had turned against the war. Follow¬ 
ing large-scale antiwar demonstrations in several 
cities in October, some 250,000 people gathered 
in Washington, D.C., in November to protest the 
war. Facing the difficult problem of honoring U.S. 
security guarantees to South Vietnam and preserv¬ 
ing U.S. prestige abroad while responding to the 
desire of the American people to disengage from 
the war, President Nixon implemented a five-part 
strategy: a military campaign to “Vietnamize” the 
war by building up the South Vietnamese armed 
forces so they could assume responsibility for the 
fighting; increased emphasis on pacification of the 
South Vietnamese countryside; withdrawal of U.S. 
combat forces as “Vietnamization” and pacifica¬ 
tion proceeded; and diplomatic strategies aimed 
at driving a wedge between North Vietnam and its 
Soviet and Chinese allies while conducting peace 
talks with the North Vietnamese. 

To gain maneuvering room for U.S. military 
withdrawals, President Nixon ordered the secret 
bombing (Operation Menu) of North Vietnamese 
Army staging areas and supply bases in Cambo¬ 
dia on March 18, 1969, and on April 29, 1970, 
he ordered a 60-day “incursion” into Cambodia 
to destroy NVA base and assembly areas. Despite 
widespread public opposition and campus pro¬ 
tests, some of which turned violent, Nixon per¬ 
sisted in this military campaign. When the NVA 


sought to take advantage of U.S. withdrawals with 
its Eastertide Offensive in March 1972, he not 
only ordered a massive U.S. air campaign against 
the attacking NVA divisions but also resumed the 
bombing of North Vietnam that his predecessor, 
President Johnson, had halted three and a half 
years before, making good on his pledge that “the 
bastards have never been bombed like they’re 
going to be bombed this time.” 

Meanwhile, on the diplomatic front, Nixon 
had been working to undermine North Vietnam¬ 
ese alliances with the Soviet Union and China. In 
February 1972 he visited Beijing, breaking more 
than 20 years of Sino-U.S. hostility. This overture 
to China increased Soviet interest in a detente with 
the United States; even though Nixon ordered the 
bombing of Hanoi and the mining of Haiphong 
harbor on May 8, a U.S.-Soviet summit meeting 
was held as scheduled in Moscow on May 22. 

The North Vietnamese began negotiating in 
earnest in August 1972, three months before the 
U.S. presidential elections. Hanoi’s chief nego¬ 
tiator Le Due Tho and National Security Advisor 
Henry Kissinger held frequent private talks in a 
Paris suburb, and by October it appeared that a 
peace settlement was imminent. The United States 
dropped its demand for the withdrawal of NVA 
forces from the South, and North Vietnam no 
longer insisted on the removal of South Vietnam¬ 
ese president Nguyen Van Thieu. However, after 
hearing the details, President Thieu denounced 
the settlement. Kissinger and Le Due Tho resumed 
negotiations but they stalled in December over the 
future of South Vietnam. It was a contest of wills, 
and Hanoi evidently believed that U.S. antiwar 
sentiment would cause Nixon to capitulate. 

Nixon, on December 17, 1972, ordered an 
intensive bombing of Hanoi, which critics dubbed 
the Christmas bombing, and after an 11-day air 
campaign (Operation Linebacker II) the North 
Vietnamese agreed to resume the talks. When nego¬ 
tiations reconvened on January 8, 1973, Hanoi 
soon agreed to terms. The January agreement was 
substantially the same as the one in October. Nixon 
repeatedly assured Thieu of continued U.S. support 
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and advised him to approve the settlement and a 
formal agreement, the Paris Peace Accords, was 
signed on January 27. 

Earlier, seeking to overcome South Vietnam¬ 
ese objections to a peace that allowed substantial 
numbers of NVA forces to remain in the South, 
Nixon had assured Thieu that the United States 
would take “swiff and severe retaliatory action” if 
the North Vietnamese failed to abide by the terms 
of the agreement. However, when the North Viet¬ 
namese tested the U.S. response with a multi-divi¬ 
sion attack on Phuoc Long Province in December 
1974, Nixon was no longer president. Undone 
by the Watergate scandal, he had left office four 
months before. Nixon suffered a stroke on April 
18,1994, and died four days later at the age of 81. 

Nolting, Frederick E. (1911-1989) 

U.S. ambassador to South Vietnam, 1961—63 
Born in Richmond, Virginia, Nolting served in 
the navy during World War II, then joined the 
Foreign Service in 1946. He was chosen by Presi¬ 
dent John F. Kennedy to become U.S. ambassador 
to South Vietnam early in 1961. As ambassador, 
Nolting believed that President Diem’s anticom¬ 
munism made him worthy of unqualified U.S. 
support despite his repressive rule. Diem promised 
democratic reforms in exchange for more U.S. 
advisers, whose numbers increased from 2,000 to 
16,000 during Nolting’s tenure. The reforms never 
materialized, but Nolting did not press Diem and 
continued to praise Diem, sending back posi¬ 
tive reports on his government and military. The 
Buddhist crisis that erupted in May 1963 demon¬ 
strated that Nolting’s praise and positive reports 
were unfounded. In August, Nolting, whom Presi¬ 
dent Kennedy felt had become too identified with 
the favored Diem regime, was replaced by Henry 
Cabot Lodge. Shortly thereafter, Diem sent troops 
on raids against Buddhist temples only days after 
assuring Nolting he would respect Buddhist rights. 
Back in Washington, Nolting’s devotion to Diem 
never wavered and he argued against U.S. sup¬ 
port for a coup. In early 1964, he left government 


service in disgust over the U.S.-approved coup that 
killed Diem in November 1963. 

Norodom Sihanouk (1922- ) 

Twice king of Cambodia, 1941—55 and 1933— 
2004; premier, Cambodia, 1955—70; Cambodian 
head of state, 1993 

Born on October 31, 1922, into the royal fam¬ 
ily of Cambodia, Prince Sihanouk was educated 
in French schools in Indochina and Paris before 
being elected by the royal council to the Cambo¬ 
dian throne in 1941. When Japan occupied Indo¬ 
china during World War II, Sihanouk was kept 
a virtual prisoner. After the post-World War II 
French reoccupation, Sihanouk proclaimed a lim¬ 
ited monarchy, and elections in 1947 made him 
head of state. Two years later Cambodia became 
one of the three “associated states” of Indochina, 
and at the Geneva Conference in 1954 it won total 
independence. When war broke out in Vietnam in 
1959, Sihanouk bent with the wind. In 1956, he 
announced Cambodia would follow a neutralist 
policy. When it appeared the North Vietnamese 
would be victorious, he allowed them to use the 
port of Sihanoukville (Kampong Som) to bring 
in war supplies and to rent Cambodian trucks 
to haul the supplies to their base areas along the 
Vietnamese border. By the late 1960s when North 
Vietnam appeared to be losing, he intimated 
that he would not object if these base areas were 
attacked. In March 1969, the secret bombing of 
Cambodia began. In reaction the North Viet¬ 
namese began supplying the poorly armed Cam¬ 
bodian Communist Party—the Khmer Rouge. 
While Sihanouk was traveling abroad, Cambo¬ 
dian general Lon Nol seized power on March 18, 
1970. Sihanouk lived in exile in Beijing and allied 
himself with the Khmer Rouge guerrillas. After 
the 1975 Khmer Rouge takeover, he returned to 
Cambodia and was placed under house arrest. He 
was released when Vietnam invaded Cambodia 
in 1978. Sihanouk served briefly as the symbolic 
head of state in 1993 following UN-supervised 
elections. 
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O’Daniel John W. (1894-1975) 

U.S. Army general; chief of U.S. Military Assistance 
Advisory Croup—Indochina (MAAC—I), 1954—56 
Lieutenant General John “Iron Mike” O’Daniel, a 
veteran of three wars, had trained South Korea’s 
army and was U.S. Army commander in the Pacific 
when he was sent to Vietnam by President Eisen¬ 
hower to assess French military needs in 1953. A year 
later, O’Daniel returned to head the first U.S. MAAG 
in Indochina. He expressed confidence that the 
French and, later, President Diem, would win against 
the Communists. He trained South Vietnam’s mili¬ 
tary to repel a Korea-style conventional invasion, but 
not to counter a guerrilla war. O’Daniel departed 
Vietnam in October 1955, retired, and was the 
first chairman of the American Friends of Viet¬ 
nam (AFV), a private advocacy group dedicated to 
strengthening U.S. support for the Republic of Viet¬ 
nam. He remained loyal to Diem, even after most 
of the other members of the organization had lost 
faith in Diem’s ability to stop the Communists. He 
resigned from the AFV in September 1963. 

Peers, William R. (1914-1984) 

U.S. Army general 

Peers, who commanded the army’s 4th Infantry 
Division and the I Field Force in Vietnam, headed 
a special army board to investigate the Americal 
Division’s cover-up of the My Lai massacre. The 
board’s strongly worded 225-page report, known 
as the Peers Report, released in 1970, fixed respon¬ 
sibility at several levels and led to court-martial 
charges against 12 army participants. Peers served 
a final tour of duty as deputy commanding general 
of the Eighth Army in Korea before retiring in 
1973. He died in 1984 at the age of 69 at the Presi¬ 
dio of San Francisco. 

Pham Hung (1912-1988) 

Chief Central Office of South Vietnam (COSVN), 
1967-75 

Born Pham Van Thien, Pham Hung joined the newly 
formed Indochinese Communist Party in 1930. A 
protege of Pham Van Dong’s, in 1956 he became the 


highest-ranking party official from southern Viet¬ 
nam elected to the Politburo. Nine years later, Hung 
secretly returned to take charge of the Viet Cong 
insurgency. As head of COSVN, he oversaw the Tet 
Offensive in 1968 and served as political commissar 
for General Van Tien Dung during the 1975 Spring 
Offensive that resulted in the fall of South Vietnam. 

Pham Van Dong (1906-2000) 

Premier of Democratic Republic of Vietnam, 
1955—76, and of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 
1975-86 

Born on March 1,1906, into a gentry family in cen¬ 
tral Vietnam’s Quang Ngai Province, he attended 
school in Hue with Vo Nguyen Giap and Ngo Dinh 
Diem. In 1926, he joined Ho Chi Minh’s Revolution¬ 
ary Youth League, and from 1931 to 1937 he was in 
France’s infamous Poulo Condore prison. With Ho 
and Giap he founded the Viet Minh. He was named 
finance minister of the DRV in 1946 and, as foreign 
minister, represented the DRV at the Geneva Confer¬ 
ence of 1954. As prime minister, he strongly opposed 
a negotiated settlement with the United States, and 
upon Ho’s death in 1969, he became the most visible 
international leader of the DRV. He played a key role 
in approving Hanoi’s tactical concessions in the 1973 
cease-fire agreement and then the subsequent deci¬ 
sions to continue the fighting. He approved the April 
1975 final North Vietnamese offensive and super¬ 
vised the Communist takeover of the South, where 
400,000 people were sent to “reeducation” camps. 
After 1976, he received considerable blame for an 
economic collapse that followed in the postwar 
years. In 1981, he was forced to introduce capitalist 
incentives, especially in the South. The Politburo 
replaced him as prime minister in December 1986. 
He retained respect, however, as one of the heroes of 
the revolution and served as an adviser to the Party 
Central Committee from 1987 to 1997. 

Phan Boi Chau (1867-1940) 

Anticolonial nationalist leader 

Phan Boi Chau began working against French 

colonialism in 1903, forming revolutionary 
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organizations and writing patriotic tracts. While 
in exile in China, he formed the Vietnam Restora¬ 
tion Society and encouraged resistance in Vietnam 
between 1907 and 1918. In 1925, he was arrested 
by the French in Shanghai and imprisoned in 
Hanoi. Eventually paroled, he lived in retirement 
until his death in 1940 in Hue. 

Phoumi Nosavan (1920-1985) 

Rightist leader in Laos 

Nosavan was born in Savannakhet. He served in 
the colonial administration, but became a leader 
in the Lao Issara (Free Laos) movement, cooper¬ 
ating with the Vietnamese. In 1950, he switched 
sides and joined the Lao National Army allied 
with the French. He became chief of the General 
Staff in 1955, and in 1958 he became a leader of 
the CIA-supported Committee for the Defense of 
National Interests, a group of mostly young, right- 
wing officers and government officials. Despite 
considerable U.S. aid in the late 1950s, Phoumi 
was unable to develop an effective national army. 
In August 1960, a coup organized by Kong Le 
brought the neutralists to power and Phoumi 
retreated to Savannakhet. However, before the 
end of the year, Phoumi and his forces, supported 
by the CIA and Thailand, drove the neutralists 
from power. Although he made Prince Boun Oum 
prime minister, Phoumi was the real head of 
government until 1962, when he became deputy 
prime minister and minister of finance in the 
Second Coalition Government, headed by a neu¬ 
tralist, Prince Souvanna Phouma. Phoumi fled to 
Thailand after a failed rightist coup in 1965. He 
remained there in exile until his death. 

Pol Pot (1925-1998) 

Leader of the Khmer Rouge, prime minister, Demo¬ 
cratic Kampuchea, 1976—79 
Born Saloth Sar in Kompong Thom Province, Cam¬ 
bodia. His parents were landowners and had royal 
connections. Sar was sent to Phnom Penh at the age 
of six to join his brother Loth Suong, who worked 
in the palace as an administrator. Sar’s upbringing 


was strict, and he was isolated from Cambodia’s 
vernacular culture. In 1948, he received a scholar¬ 
ship to study radio electricity in Paris, where he 
joined the Cambodian section of the French Com¬ 
munist Party. His scholarship ended after he failed 
his course three years in a row, and he arrived home 
in January 1953, just after King Sihanouk declared 
martial law to suppress Cambodia’s independence 
movement, which was becoming radicalized in 
response to French colonial repression. 

In 1953, Sar joined the Cambodian and Viet¬ 
namese Communists. Following independence in 
1954, Sar rose within the Cambodian Commu¬ 
nist movement, becoming party leader in 1962. 
He believed that under his rule Cambodia would 
recover its pro-Buddhist glory by rebuilding the 
powerful economy of the medieval Angkor king¬ 
dom and regaining ancient territory from Vietnam 
and Thailand. Pol Pot’s group treasured the Cam¬ 
bodian “race,” not individuals, and believed that 
impurities included the foreign-educated (him¬ 
self and his colleagues excepted) and “hereditary 
enemies,” especially the Vietnamese. He wanted to 
return Cambodia to its “pure” origins. Pol Pot saw 
the need for war and for secrecy as “the basis of the 
revolution.” In 1966, he began planning an uprising 
against the Cambodian ruler, Prince Sihanouk. 

In 1975, after defeating Lon Nol, the U.S.- 
backed general who overthrew Sihanouk in a 1970 
coup, Pol Pot became prime minister. 

Immediately after the fall of Phnom Penh, 
the Khmer Rouge began to implement reforms 
to return the nation to “Year Zero,” ordering the 
evacuation of the capital city and other recently 
captured towns and cities. Pol Pot then instituted 
a draconian agrarian program that resulted in the 
murder and starvation of hundreds of thousands 
of Cambodians, including politicians, intellectu¬ 
als, and those from many other walks of life. 

A true nationalist chauvinist, Pol Pot could not 
see Cambodia among its neighbors in a commu¬ 
nity of nations. He shared the traditional Khmer 
elite’s racism and grandiose designs on “lost ter¬ 
ritories.” Raids on Laos, Thailand, and Vietnam 
began simultaneously in 1977. 
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He imposed policies that resulted in a holo¬ 
caust against his own countrymen in which some 
1.5 million Cambodians died. His identity as 
Saloth Sar was realized in late 1978, when his 
brother, Loth Suong, recognized him in a poster. 
Two months later the Pol Pot regime was over¬ 
thrown by the invading army of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam. He led a guerrilla campaign 
against the Vietnam-supported government until 
1985 when he resigned from the Khmer Rouge 
party, citing asthma as a contributing factor, but 
he continued as the dominant force in the anti- 
Vietnam movement. In 1989 when the Vietnamese 
withdrew from Cambodia, Pol Pot and the Khmer 
Rouge refused to cooperate with the peace process 
and continued to fight against the forces of the 
new government in Phnom Penh. In June 1997, 
Pol Pot ordered the execution of his life-long 
right-hand man, Son Sen. This caused a backlash 
among other Khmer Rouge leaders, who arrested 
him and subjected him to a slow trial for the death 
of his subordinate. He was placed under house 
arrest, during which he died, reportedly from 
heart failure. 

Porter, William J. (1914-1988) 

U.S. deputy ambassador to South Vietnam; delegate 
to the Paris Peace Talks 

For 18 months in 1965, Porter was responsible 
for coordinating the pacification programs of 
U.S. government agencies in South Vietnam. He 
pulled together several overlapping agencies under 
the umbrella of his Office of Civilian Operations 
(OCO). Ultimately, however, the effort fell short 
and pacification was reassigned to military con¬ 
trol. In September 1971, President Richard Nixon 
appointed Porter to replace David K. E. Burns as 
chief of the U.S. delegation at the Paris peace talks. 

Radford, Arthur W. (1896-1973) 

Admiral, U.S. Navy; chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
(JCS), 1953-57 

A veteran of three wars, Admiral Radford helped 
devise President Eisenhower’s “New Look” defense 


policy in the 1950s. In March 1954 when the 
French asked for U.S. help during the siege of Dien 
Bien Phu, Admiral Radford proposed massive 
U.S. air strikes, possibly including nuclear weap¬ 
ons, against the Viet Minh. President Eisenhower 
rejected the plan, code named Operation Vulture, 
after Congress and the European Allies refused 
their support. In later discussions about how to 
deal with the developing situation in Vietnam, 
Radford argued that the United States should 
contain the Democratic Republic of Vietnam with 
airpower while American ground forces played 
only a limited role. In his view, South Vietnamese 
ground forces would be responsible for stopping 
any invasion by the North Vietnamese Army. Rad¬ 
ford retired from the navy in 1957. 

Ridgway, Matthew Bunker (1895-1993) 
U.S. Army general; U.S. Army chief of staff, 1953—55 
General Ridgway, who commanded army combat 
divisions in World War II and was the senior U.S. 
commander in the latter years of the Korean War, 
was opposed to U.S. involvement in the French 
war in Indochina, 1953-55. He also argued against 
providing U.S. air support to the French during 
the Dien Bien Phu crisis in 1954, believing that 
ground operations would inevitably follow. In 
later years, he remained skeptical of U.S. Vietnam 
policy and, as one of President Johnson’s senior 
advisers known as the “Wise Men,” Ridgway urged 
him to de-escalate the Vietnam War in 1968. 

Rogers, William P. (1913-2001) 

Deputy attorney general, 1953— 1957; secretary of 
state, 1969—73 

Rogers, an attorney who served as a naval officer 
in World War II, was deputy attorney general of 
the United States from 1953 to 1957, and attorney 
general from 1957 to 1961. He then left govern¬ 
ment service for eight years, becoming a senior 
partner in a law firm. When Richard Nixon, a close 
friend, was elected president in 1968, he selected 
Rogers as his secretary of state. During Rogers’s 
tenure at the State Department, Vietnam policy 
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was formulated by President Nixon and National 
Security Advisor Henry Kissinger, with little input 
from Rogers. Rogers was a strong supporter of 
Nixon’s Vietnamization program and U.S. troop 
withdrawal, but strongly disagreed with Nixon’s 
covert bombing of Cambodia, which began in 
1969, and the invasion of Cambodia in 1970. He 
resigned in September 1973; Kissinger replaced 
him as secretary of state. Rogers returned to the 
private practice of law; in 1986 he chaired the 
committee that investigated the explosion of the 
space shuttle Challenger. 

Rostow, Walt Whitman (1916-2003) 

Special assistant for national security affairs, 1961 - 
66; National Security Advisor, 1966—69 
An economics professor, Rostow served as part of 
the Kennedy administration “brain trust,” as Dep¬ 
uty National Security Advisor under McGeorge 
Bundy. In the early 1960s, Rostow advocated a 
strong U.S. diplomatic and military role in Viet¬ 
nam and Laos to combat Communist insurgen¬ 
cies. As the Viet Cong insurgency grew, Rostow 
suggested bombing the North to defeat the guer¬ 
rillas in the South, because he believed that the 
Viet Cong were controlled from the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam. President Kennedy rejected 
the idea, but President Johnson approved it in 
1965. When bombing of North Vietnam began 
in earnest, Rostow succeeded Bundy as National 
Security Advisor to President Johnson and contin¬ 
ued in that capacity until January 1969, when he 
left government service. 

In his new position, Rostow repeatedly rec¬ 
ommended systematic and continued bombing 
of critical targets in North Vietnam, including 
petroleum facilities. When public opinion turned 
against the war, President Johnson relied heav¬ 
ily on Rostow’s optimism and perseverance. In 
1967, Rostow moderated his commitment to 
bombing by seemingly supporting a proposal to 
limit bombing raids to the southern panhandle 
of North Vietnam, although he maintained that 
the bombing of the Hanoi-Haiphong area had to 


be left as an option. When Secretary of Defense 
Robert McNamara proposed a bombing halt in 
November, however, Rostow opposed it. After the 
1968 Tet Offensive, Rostow served on the “wise 
men,” where he advocated intensifying the bomb¬ 
ing, mobilizing the Reserves, and sending more 
troops to Vietnam. However, Johnson was swayed 
by the other members of the group, who almost 
unanimously recommended de-escalation, a deci¬ 
sion that he announced on March 31, 1968, and 
that included a partial bombing halt as an induce¬ 
ment to negotiations. 

Rusk, David Dean (1909-1994) 

Assistant U.S. secretary of state for Far Eastern 
affairs, 1950-1952; secretary of state, 1961—69 
Born on February 9, 1909, in Cherokee County, 
Georgia, Rusk graduated from Davidson Col¬ 
lege in 1931 and later studied at Oxford as a 
Rhodes Scholar. As a U.S. Army infantry officer, 
Rusk served in the China-Burma-India theater 
as operations officer to General Joseph Stilwell. 
In 1946, Rusk joined the State Department. He 
was appointed Assistant Secretary of State for Far 
Eastern Affairs at the beginning of the Korean War. 
In 1952, he left the State Department to head the 
Rockefeller Foundation. 

In December 1960, president-elect Ken¬ 
nedy selected Rusk as his secretary of state. Rusk 
attempted to limit the role of the State Depart¬ 
ment in Vietnam, believing that American involve¬ 
ment there should be primarily military. But as 
the U.S. advisory role expanded and as the United 
States became increasingly concerned with South 
Vietnamese president Ngo Dinh Diem’s ability to 
carry out internal reforms, Rusk played a more 
active role. 

In August 1963, top U.S. foreign policy advis¬ 
ers began to reevaluate American support for 
Diem. Rusk, sensing Diem’s isolation from the 
people of South Vietnam and his inability or 
unwillingness to stop the government’s repression 
of Buddhists, advised that a change in government 
might be necessary. Prepared by State Department 
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officials, the initial instructions sent to Ambassa¬ 
dor Henry Cabot Lodge reflected Rusk’s position. 
Lodge was told Diem must be given every chance 
to rid himself of elements hostile to reform, but 
that if he remained obdurate, the United States 
must “face the possibility that Diem himself can¬ 
not be preserved.” Lodge was also instructed to 
inform military leaders, who had been planning to 
overthrow Diem, that the United States would not 
attempt to thwart a coup. Rusk’s role in the com¬ 
plicated decision making that preceded a coup on 
November 1 is not clear, as he preferred to let his 
subordinates, including Lodge, Averell Harriman, 
and Roger Hilsman, expound the need for change 
in South Vietnam. 

Rusk’s influence on Vietnam policy increased 
markedly after Lyndon Johnson assumed the presi¬ 
dency. He helped Johnson make important deci¬ 
sions on escalation of the conflict. During 1964 and 
1965, Rusk opposed attempts to negotiate a settle¬ 
ment, arguing that with the VC controlling more 
than half of South Vietnam, the United States could 
not bargain from a position of strength. Until mili¬ 
tary pressure on Hanoi tilted the balance of power 
in favor of the Saigon government, Rusk asserted, 
the North Vietnamese would have little incentive 
to negotiate. Rusk opposed the bombing halt of 
December 1965-January 1966 for similar reasons. 

In addition to serving as a key adviser to the 
president, Rusk emerged as a chief public defender 
of administration policy. In February 1966, he 
appeared at televised hearings of the Senate For¬ 
eign Relations Committee, chaired by Senator J. 
William Fulbright, to explain administration pol¬ 
icy on Vietnam. Rusk sought to refute Fulbright’s 
charge that the conflict was a civil war in which the 
United States had no strategic interest by describ¬ 
ing what he believed to be a long-term pattern of 
Communist Chinese aggression. In an October 
1967 press conference, he justified the U.S. pres¬ 
ence in Southeast Asia as necessary to protect the 
region from the future threat of “a billion Chinese 
... armed with nuclear weapons.” 

When the military requested an additional 
200,000 troops after the Tet Offensive of Febru¬ 


ary 1968, Rusk recommended that the president 
approve the increase. However, after the “Wise 
Men,” a bipartisan panel of statesmen, recom¬ 
mended disengagement from the war because of 
its detrimental effects on the American economy 
and society, Johnson announced a policy of de- 
escalation and his desire to enter into negotiations 
with the North Vietnamese. Hanoi accepted John¬ 
son’s offer with the provision that initial meetings 
deal only with the conditions required for a total 
bombing halt. Rusk appears to have felt that such 
talks were not in the best interests of the United 
States. When the talks began in Paris in May 1968, 
Rusk played little part in them. 

Rusk saw the conflict in Southeast Asia as 
an attempt by a militant Chinese government to 
expand its influence throughout Asia by means 
of “wars of liberation.” Consequently, he argued, 
the United States was not in Vietnam simply 
because of commitments but because of the need 
to show that such expansion was doomed to 
failure. Although Rusk asserted that victory in 
Vietnam was necessary for American security, he 
did not define the war primarily as a battle for a 
strategic area but rather emphasized that it was a 
“psychological struggle for the conquest of minds 
and souls.” The loss of Vietnam, he said, would 
mean “a drastic loss of confidence in the will and 
capacity of the free world to oppose aggression.” 
Rusk left office in January 1969. 

Russell, Richard B. (1897-1971) 

U.S. senator (D-Ceorgia), 1933—71 
Born in Winder, Georgia, Russell was elected to 
the U.S. Senate in 1932 and served there from 
1933 until his death. As chairman of the Armed 
Services Committee, 1951-1953 and 1955-1969, 
he greatly influenced military appropriations and 
policy. He advised President Eisenhower in 1954 
not to intervene militarily to help the French at 
Dien Bien Phu, and initially opposed U.S. involve¬ 
ment in Vietnam because he did not consider 
North Vietnam a threat to U.S. interests. However, 
once U.S. troops were committed, Russell, a close 
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friend of President Johnson, advocated that vic¬ 
tory should be pursued vigorously. After the 1968 
Tet Offensive, he rejected piecemeal escalation of 
the ground war and called for full-scale bombing 
of North Vietnam. In 1969, he stepped down from 
the chairmanship of the Armed Services Com¬ 
mittee to become chairman of the Appropriations 
Committee. Russell was one of the few Democratic 
senators who supported the Cambodian Incursion 
of 1970. 

Sainteny, Jean (1907-1978) 

French diplomat 

Sainteny represented the French government dur¬ 
ing negotiations with Ho Chi Minh following 
World War II. In March 1946, Sainteny and Ho 
agreed to accords in which France would recognize 
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam as a free state 
within the French Union. By December, however, 
the agreement broke down, resulting in the eight- 
year Indochina War. Sainteny represented France 
on three later diplomatic missions, including a 
1966 peace effort. In 1969, he brokered correspon¬ 
dence between Nixon administration national 
security advisor Henry Kissinger and the North 
Vietnamese leadership. Sainteny also arranged the 
1972 secret meetings between Kissinger and Le 
Due Tho in Paris. 

Salisbury, Harrison E. (1908-1993) 
Journalist 

Salisbury was a reporter for United Press from 1930 
to 1948. He joined the New York Times in 1949 and 
won a Pulitzer Prize in 1955 for his reporting while 
serving as Times bureau chief in Moscow. He played 
a controversial role in the reporting of the Vietnam 
War. In December 1965, he was the first American 
newsman to travel to the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam, where he reported that U.S. planes were 
bombing civilian targets, a claim that the Johnson 
administration denied. He was strongly criticized 
by President Johnson, Pentagon officials, and some 
of his fellow journalists, for providing aid and 
comfort to the enemy 


Schlesinger, James Rodney (1929- ) 

Director of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), 
1973; U.S. secretary of defense, 1973—75 
As secretary of defense, Schlesinger, like his pre¬ 
decessor, Elliot Richardson, and William Rogers 
at the State Department, was largely bypassed 
in Vietnam policy-making by Henry Kissinger. 
Schlesinger was considered a hard-liner and as sec¬ 
retary of defense made several speeches defending 
the bombing of Cambodia in 1969-70. He coordi¬ 
nated the May 1975 military response to Cambo¬ 
dian seizure of the Mayaguez, the U.S.-registered 
container ship. Schlesinger, who often disagreed 
with President Ford, was fired in November of 
1975 and was replaced by Donald Rumsfeld. 

Sharp, Ulysses S. Grant (1906-2001) 
Admiral, U.S. Navy; commander in chief, Pacific, 
1964-68 

Sharp graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy 
in 1927 and commanded several combat vessels 
during World War II. Appointed commander-in- 
chief of the Pacific Fleet on September 30,1963, he 
controlled the Seventh Fleet’s air operations over 
North Vietnam and Laos and surface operations in 
the western Pacific. On June 30, 1964, he was pro¬ 
moted to commander-in-chief, Pacific. Six weeks 
later, after the Tonkin Gulf incident, he planned 
the retaliatory airstrikes, the first U.S. bombing 
of North Vietnam. He was one of the most hard¬ 
line proponents of the war, which he supported as 
necessary to “stop communist-supported aggres¬ 
sion.” He believed that the war could be won “by 
keeping the pressure on North Vietnam through 
air attacks,” and he often argued against bombing 
halts and target restrictions. He was responsible 
for overseeing the U.S. buildup in Vietnam and 
for executing American strategy in the theater of 
war. On July 31,1968, Admiral Sharp relinquished 
his command and retired from active duty. He 
later wrote his memoirs, in which he was strongly 
critical of the way the war was handled, saying 
that “The war was lost in Washington, not on the 
battlefield.” 
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Sheehan, Neil (1936- ) 

Journalist 

Sent to Saigon in April 1962 as the Saigon bureau 
chief for United Press International, Sheehan at first 
was supportive of U.S. involvement in the war, but 
soon became very suspicious of what he decided 
was the false optimism of senior U.S. military 
officials such as General Paul Harkins. He initially 
incurred official ire with his eyewitness reporting 
of the stunning defeat suffered by South Vietnam¬ 
ese troops at the Battle of Ap Bac in January 1963. 
Harkins, wanting to put a positive spin on the situ¬ 
ation, proclaimed the battle a great victory for the 
South Vietnamese. Washington accepted Harkins’s 
account and assailed Sheehan and the other jour¬ 
nalists who had reported otherwise. Sheehan con¬ 
tinued to report from Vietnam until he departed 
in 1964 to join the staff of the New York Times. 
He returned in 1965 and was among the first to 
dispatch firsthand accounts of the bloody fighting 
in the la Drang Valley. He left Vietnam in 1966, but 
continued to report on the war from Washington. 
In 1968, he broke the story of Westmoreland’s large 
troop request in the wake of the Tet Offensive. 
Daniel Ellsberg later leaked the Pentagon Papers to 
Sheehan, who published them in the Times. 

Shoup, David M. (1904-1983) 

General, U.S. Marine Corps; Commandant of the 
Marine Corps, 1960— 1963 

General Shoup, a highly decorated marine who 
commanded the spearhead battalion at the Tarawa 
landing in World War II, became the 22nd com¬ 
mandant of the Marine Corps. While comman¬ 
dant, Shoup counseled against U.S. involvement 
in Vietnam, but never openly questioned policy. 
However, after his retirement in 1963, he spoke out 
against the war. In a May 1966 speech, he said he 
believed that all of Southeast Asia was not “worth 
the life and limb of a single American.” In an April 
1969 edition of Atlantic Monthly, Shoup warned 
that anti-communism provided the perfect cli¬ 
mate to nurture a “new American militarism” in 
the defense establishment. 


Souphanouvong, Prince (1909-1995) 

Leader ofPathet Lao movement; first president of 
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 1975—86 
The younger half-brother of the Lao prime min¬ 
ister, Prince Souvanna Phouma, was a leader in 
the post-World War II Lao Issara (Free Laos) 
independence movement. However, he became 
disenchanted with the group’s political policies 
and sought assistance from the Viet Minh. He 
was closely associated with Ho Chi Minh from 
before World War II and he became a leader in 
the Viet Minh-supported Communist Pathet Lao. 
During the Vietnam War, Souphanouvong and 
other Pathet Lao leaders lived in a cave complex in 
northeastern Laos. Following the U.S. withdrawal 
from Vietnam, the prince returned to the Lao 
capital and in mid-1974 joined the new coalition 
government as president of the newly formed 
National Political Consultative Council, but this 
government eventually collapsed. In December 
1975, the communists established the Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic and Souphanouvong became 
its first president. 

Souvanna Phouma, Prince (1901-1984) 
Prime minister of Laos, 1951—54, 1956—58, 1960, 
1962-75 

An older half-brother of Prince Souphanouvong, 
Souvanna Phouma was head of the wartime Pathet 
Lao Communist movement. A proclaimed neutral¬ 
ist for most of his life, Souvanna was often called 
upon to head the politically fractured government 
of Laos. His willingness in the 1950s to allow par¬ 
ticipation in the central government by members 
of the Pathet Lao led to charges by right-wing Lao 
officials and the U.S. government that Laos would 
be taken over by Communist agents. After 1962, 
Souvanna, under pressure from the Lao right wing 
and the U.S. government, abandoned the Pathet 
Lao in a coalition government. From 1963 until 
the 1973 American withdrawal from South Viet¬ 
nam, Souvanna’s government publicly declared 
a neutral policy with regard to the Vietnam War. 
In reality the prime minister allowed the United 
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States to conduct bombing and reconnaissance 
campaigns against Communist supply routes in 
Laos and supported U.S. efforts to use Lao hill 
tribes in ground and air operations against Pathet 
Lao and North Vietnamese forces in Laos. Upon 
the December 1975 Communist takeover of Laos, 
Souvanna was named special adviser to the presi¬ 
dent of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic. 

Spock, Benjamin (1903-1998) 

Author; pediatrician; antiwar activist 
Dr. Spock’s reputation as America’s preeminent 
child care authority earned him a leading role in 
U.S. domestic opposition to the Vietnam War. He 
first became known as a peace activist when he 
joined the National Committee for Sane Nuclear 
Policy in 1962. He supported Lyndon Johnson 
during the 1964 election, believing his campaign 
promises for peace. As the United States became 
more involved in the Vietnam War, Spock began 
to speak against the war and urge draft resistance. 
An active participant in many protests, he tried 
to unite moderate and radical antiwar groups. In 
January 1968, he and four others were indicted for 
conspiring to aid and encourage violations of the 
Selective Service law and hinder administration 
of the draft. All but one of the “Boston Five” were 
found guilty, fined, and sentenced to two years’ 
imprisonment. However, the U.S. First Circuit 
Court of Appeals overturned the conviction of 
Spock and one other defendant. 

Stennis, John Cornelius (1901-1995) 

U.S. senator (D-Mississippi), 1947—89 
Born on August 3, 1901, in Kemper County, Mis¬ 
sissippi, Stennis graduated from Mississippi State 
College in 1923 and received a law degree from the 
University of Virginia in 1928. He became a circuit 
judge in 1937 and 10 years later succeeded Theo¬ 
dore Bilbo in the U.S. Senate. A conservative Dem¬ 
ocrat, Stennis opposed social welfare programs 
and supported military appropriation requests. 
He was initially skeptical about the propriety of 
U.S. involvement in Southeast Asia, but believed 


that once the United States had committed itself, 
it could not shrink from that commitment, and 
he supported the Johnson administration’s war 
effort in Vietnam. An influential member of the 
Armed Services Committee who became its chair¬ 
man in 1969, Stennis favored maximum use of air 
power against the North Vietnamese and the VC 
to achieve a prompt victory and he believed that 
direction of the war effort should be left to the 
military. Although he strongly backed President 
Nixon’s Southeast Asia policy, Stennis worked to 
curb the president’s war-making power, co-spon¬ 
soring the War Powers Act with Jacob Javits in 
1971. 

Stevenson, Adlai E. Ill (1900-1965) 

U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, 1961-65 
In 1964, Stevenson, a cold war liberal, discussed 
with UN Secretary-general U Thant the prospects 
for secret U.S.-North Vietnamese negotiations. 
Stevenson passed the information on to Secretary 
of State Dean Rusk, but the administration did 
not respond. Although he believed that military 
intervention was a bad idea and favored political 
and economic means of countering communism, 
Stevenson consistently defended U.S. policy in 
Vietnam. 

Sullivan, William H. (1922- ) 

U.S. ambassador to Laos 

A career Foreign Service officer, Sullivan served 
as deputy U.S. representative to the 1962 Geneva 
Conference. In 1964, President Lyndon Johnson 
appointed Sullivan ambassador to Laos. In that 
position, he exerted more control over U.S. mili¬ 
tary operations in Laos than his counterpart in 
Saigon was able to do. He directed the secret U.S. 
bombing campaign in Laos. He left Laos in March 
1969 to return to the State Department, where he 
helped draft the proposals that the United States 
put forth at the Paris peace talks. Sullivan then 
served as Henry Kissinger’s chief deputy in Paris 
and played a major role in negotiating the agree¬ 
ment signed on January 27,1973. 
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Taylor, Maxwell Davenport (1901-1987) 
U.S. Army general; U.S. Army chief of staff, 1955- 
59; chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS), 1962—64; 
ambassador to South Vietnam, 1964—65 
Capping a brilliant military career in World War 
II and Korea, he was appointed army chief of staff 
in 1955. Opposed to the idea of total reliance on 
nuclear weapons for America’s defenses that pre¬ 
vailed at the time, General Taylor advocated build¬ 
ing up conventional (nonnuclear) forces as an 
alternative to nuclear war, though his attempts to 
persuade the budget-minded Eisenhower admin¬ 
istration, which saw nuclear weapons as a “cheap” 
way to provide national security, met with only 
limited success. General Taylor retired from active 
duty on July 1, 1959. 

His 1959 book, The Uncertain Trumpet, which 
detailed his proposals for a more flexible response, 
brought Taylor to the attention of Senator John F. 
Kennedy and some of Taylor’s arguments were used 
in Kennedy’s successful 1960 presidential campaign. 
On July 1, 1961, Taylor, who would become one 
of Kennedy’s most influential advisers, was named 
Military Representative to the President, a post 
reportedly established because President Kennedy 
had lost faith in the military advice he was getting 
from the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Returning from a spe¬ 
cial mission to South Vietnam in November, Tay¬ 
lor recommended sending more military aid and 
advisers to Vietnam and pressing President Ngo 
Dinh Diem to carry out reforms. In a report kept 
secret at the time, Taylor also advised dispatching 
8,000 combat troops to South Vietnam as a sign of 
U.S. commitment and as a reserve emergency force. 
Kennedy decided not to send combat troops, but 
approved the other recommendations. 

In 1962, General Taylor was recalled to active 
duty and named chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. After President Kennedy’s assassination, 
President Johnson appointed Taylor ambassador 
to South Vietnam in July 1964. As ambassador, 
he pressed for the return of civilian rule after the 
military coup that overthrew Diem in 1963. In July 
1965, General Taylor relinquished that post and 
served as a special consultant to President John¬ 


son. He was a member of the “Wise Men” con¬ 
vened in March 1968 to advise President Johnson 
on the course of the war, but he opposed the policy 
of disengagement recommended by a majority of 
the group. In 1969, he returned to private life. 

Thich Quang Due (1907-1963) 

Buddhist monk 

Thich Quang Due was the first Buddhist monk 
to immolate himself in public to protest the Ngo 
Dinh Diem regime’s treatment of the Buddhists. 
The immolation took place in Saigon on June 
11, 1963. It provoked widespread shock and led 
to months of confrontation between South Viet¬ 
namese police and Buddhist monks. This unrest 
helped convince the Kennedy administration that 
Diem would never win the support of his people 
and provided the catalyst for the coup by South 
Vietnamese generals that resulted in the murder of 
Diem and his brother Nhu. 

Thompson, Robert G. K. (1916-1992) 
British counterinsurgency expert 
Sir Robert Thompson was a noted counterin¬ 
surgency authority who had helped the British 
suppress the insurgency in Malaya. As head of the 
British advisory mission to Vietnam from 1961 
to 1965, he was very influential in his attempts to 
have the “lessons” of the British effort in Malaya 
applied to Vietnam. Based on his experience, he 
urged President Ngo Dinh Diem to adopt the Stra¬ 
tegic Hamlet program, which proved to be fatally 
flawed. Later in the 1960s, Thompson served as a 
key unofficial adviser to President Nixon, endors¬ 
ing the Vietnamization strategy. 

Tran Do (1922-2002) 

General, People’s Army of Vietnam 
General Tran Do moved south in 1963 to become 
head of the Political Department of the Central 
Office for South Vietnam (COSVN), which con¬ 
trolled and directed the political and military 
activities of the National Liberation Front against 
the Saigon government. During the war, he was 
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one of five deputy commanders of the People’s 
Liberation Armed Forces (PLAF). One of the 
key field commanders in the South, he increased 
the number of North Vietnamese commanders, 
political officers, and technical experts within the 
NLF to insure the North’s oversight and control. 
One of the architects of the 1968 Tet Offensive, he 
later acknowledged that the offensive failed in its 
main goal of inciting uprisings across the South, 
although it had the unintended result of turning 
American public opinion against the war. 

Tran Thien Khiem (1925- ) 

General, Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
General Tran Thien Khiem was chief of staff when 
he helped overthrow President Diem in Novem¬ 
ber 1963. He then held many offices in South 
Vietnam’s government: defense minister (1964) 
under General Nguyen Khanh, ambassador to the 
United States (1965-68) under President Nguyen 
Cao Ky, and prime minister (1969-75) under 
President Nguyen Van Thieu. As prime minister, 
Khiem was believed to be involved in the narcotics 
trade, using money from the sale of heroin to fund 
his political activities. When Communist forces 
captured Saigon in April 1975, Khiem escaped to 
Taiwan and from there to France. 

Tran Van Don (1917- ) 

General, Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
Don, attending the University of Paris, was called 
to active duty as a cadet in the French army when 
World War II began in 1939; he won the Croix de 
Guerre at the Battle of the Loire, but was captured 
by the Nazis in the blitzkrieg that led to the fall 
of France in 1940. Released after France’s sur¬ 
render, he returned to Vietnam and in 1942 was 
promoted to second lieutenant in the French Army 
Reserves, in which he served until the Republic of 
Vietnam was established in 1954. In December 
1962, he returned to Saigon as commander of 
the army. Although initially a Diem supporter, he 
joined three other generals who orchestrated the 
November 1963 coup against Ngo Dinh Diem and 


controlled the government until they were subse¬ 
quently overthrown by Nguyen Khanh’s coup in 
January 1964. He retired from the army in 1965 
and won election to the Senate, where he served 
until 1970, but then won election to the House of 
Representatives in 1971. He escaped to the United 
States just before Saigon fell in April 1975. 

Tran Van Huong (1903-1982) 

Prime minister of South Vietnam, 1964—65, 1968- 
69, 1975; vice president, 1971—75 
Tran Van Huong, the mayor of Saigon, was named 
prime minister in October 1964. In December 
1964, the Armed Forces Council led by Khanh 
seized control of the government in a blood¬ 
less coup; Huong was left in office but had no 
real power. He left office in January 1965. He 
was again prime minister under Nguyen Van 
Thieu from May 1968 to August 1969. In the 
election of 1971, he was Thieu’s running mate 
and served as vice president from 1971 through 
1975. When Thieu fled Saigon on April 25, 1975, 
ahead of advancing North Vietnamese forces, 
he appointed Huong president, but he quickly 
resigned in favor of General Duong Van Minh on 
April 28, two days before the final collapse of the 
Republic of Vietnam. He remained in Vietnam 
after the end of the war. 

Tran Van Tra (1918-1996) 

General, People’s Army of Vietnam; military leader 
of National Liberation Front (NLF); chairman, 
Military Affairs Committee of the Central Office of 
South Vietnam (COSVN), 1964—76 
Tran Van Tra fought with the Viet Minh against 
the French from 1946 to 1954. He went to the 
North in 1955, where he became a lieutenant 
general and one of the deputy chiefs of staff of the 
People’s Army of Vietnam (PAVN). Tra returned 
to the South in 1963 to assume command of the 
B2 Front responsible for military operations in the 
southern half of South Vietnam. In 1968, he was 
one of the commanders in charge of the assault on 
the capital city in the Tet Offensive. While minister 
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of defense for the Provisional Revolutionary Gov¬ 
ernment (PRG) of South Vietnam, as the NLF was 
renamed after the Tet Offensive, he advocated a 
national military campaign in 1973-75 in order to 
prevent the Army of the Republic of Vietnam from 
deploying its forces region by region. His strategy 
for the final push—in which he served as deputy 
commander—was an attack on Route 14 across 
Phuoc Long Province and a quick assault on Sai¬ 
gon from five directions. In 1982 Tran Van Tra was 
purged from the Vietnamese Communist Party 
after publishing a book about the 1975 campaign 
that offended powerful members of the Central 
Committee. 

Truman, Harry S. (1884-1972) 

U.S. senator (D-Missouri), 1934—44; vice president, 
1944—45; president of the United States, 1945—53 
Truman reversed President Franklin D. Roos¬ 
evelt’s tentative policy of abandoning support 
for a continued French presence in Indochina. 
Truman viewed Ho Chi Minh as a Communist 
puppet in the global cold war and invoked the 
domino theory and the policy of containment in 
discussing his Indochina policy. In a 1950 speech 
announcing his decision to send U.S. troops to 
Korea, Truman called for aid to the French in 
Vietnam. Congress appropriated funds for the 
French war in Indochina, a policy continued by 
President Eisenhower until the French defeat at 
Dien Bien Phu in 1954. 

Truman’s financial commitment to fighting 
the communists in Vietnam was significant in 
establishing U.S. interests in the country, but his 
ideological constructs were even more funda¬ 
mental. In viewing Ho Chi Minh’s forces as Com¬ 
munist tools in the cold war and in his repeated 
references to containment, Truman established the 
ideological framework within which the conflict 
would be viewed for the next two decades. In the 
1960s, President Lyndon Johnson made several 
attempts to persuade Truman to back his Vietnam 
policies, but Truman would not make any public 
statement about the war. 


Truong Chinh (1907-1988) 

General secretary, Indochinese Communist Party, 
1941—56; president, National Assembly, Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam (DRV), 1960—76; co-president, 
DRV, 1981-87 

Born Dang Xuan Khu, Chinh helped found the 
Indochinese Communist Party in 1930. For the 
next 26 years, Chinh ranked second only to Ho 
Chi Minh on the Politburo. In 1956, after the 
excesses of his radical land reform program, Chinh 
resigned as general secretary of the party, but 
remained a member of the Politburo and the par¬ 
ty’s top ideologist. Although long opposed to capi¬ 
talist reforms, Chinh, serving as general secretary, 
relented and initiated the Doi Moi program, which 
permitted the reintroduction of private enterprise 
in 1986. However, by the end of that year, he had 
stepped down from his position and gave up his 
membership in the Politburo. 

U Thant (1909-1974) 

Burmese diplomat; secretary-general, United 
Nations, 1961 — 1971 

Secretary General U Thant tried to organize peace 
talks between U.S. and Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam (DRV) officials in 1964. In 1966, he 
called for a halt to the bombing of North Vietnam, 
negotiations that would include the National Lib¬ 
eration Front (NLF), and a reduction in military 
activities on all sides. In the late 1960s, U Thant 
sought to ban the use of U.S. herbicides in Viet¬ 
nam. His pressure helped bring about the Nixon 
administration’s renunciation of herbicide use in 
1969 and led to an April 1972 international treaty 
outlawing the production of biological weapons. 

Van Tien Dung (1917-2002) 

General, People’s Army of Vietnam; chief of staff, 
People’s Army of Vietnam (PAVN), 1954— 1974; 
PAVN commander in chief, 1974—80; Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam defense minister, 1980—86 
Van Tien Dung, born in Ha Deng Province 
in Tonkin on May 1, 1917, became an active 
Communist revolutionary in 1936. He fought 
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in the Viet Minh guerrilla movement against the 
French and the Japanese during World War II, 
and commanded the North Vietnamese Army’s 
320th Division from 1951 to 1953. Dung was 
appointed chief of staff of the North Vietnam¬ 
ese Army in 1953 and throughout the 1960s, he 
was second in command to General Vo Nguyen 
Giap. In 1971, he directed the PAVN forces that 
fought against the South Vietnamese in Laos 
during their Operation Lam Son 719. In 1972, he 
directed the forces that attacked south across the 
Demilitarized Zone during the Easter Offensive. 
In March 1973, he oversaw the infiltration of 
PAVN troops into South Vietnam after the sign¬ 
ing of the Paris Peace Accords. He was promoted 
to senior general in 1974. Named commander 
of the PAVN forces in the South, General Dung 
planned and led the North Vietnamese blitzkrieg 
that conquered South Vietnam in March and 
April 1975. Dung later led the 1979 invasion of 
Cambodia and also directed the 1979 Sino-Viet- 
namese clash. In February 1980, he replaced Giap 
as minister of national defense. In 1986, however, 
he was dismissed from that position and expelled 
from the Politburo, but remained a member of 
the Central Committee until 1991. 

Vang Pao (1929- ) 

Flmong military leader 

Vang Pao worked with the French against the 
Viet Minh and then commanded Hmong troops 
against the North Vietnamese and the Pathet Lao. 
The CIA recruited Vang Pao as leader of the 
Hmong in 1960. By mid-decade he led a Hmong 
army of 300,000 troops. Ruthless in his domina¬ 
tion of Hmong villagers, Vang Pao used his CIA 
connections to make them dependent upon his 
support for rice supplies. He withheld shipment 
of U.S. aid from villages that tried to keep their 
sons from entering his army. When the Pathet Lao 
overran his army in 1975, Vang Pao escaped to 
the United States with several thousand Hmong 
followers, and became a leader of the expatriate 
Hmong community. 


Vann John Paul (1924-1972) 

Lieutenant colonel, U.S. Army; senior Adviser, Mili¬ 
tary Region II, 1971—72 

As a U.S. Army officer and senior adviser to the 
ARVN in 1962-63, John Paul Vann charged that 
many ARVN commanders were corrupt, incompe¬ 
tent, and cowardly, accusations that were unpopu¬ 
lar with his superiors. Vann retired from the 
army in 1963 and in March 1965, he returned 
to Saigon as a civilian Foreign Service Officer, to 
run the programs of the U.S. Operations Mis¬ 
sion, which was controlled by the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (AID). In June 1967, 
he became head of the newly created Civil Opera¬ 
tions and Revolutionary Development Support 
(CORDS) program for the area around Saigon. 
As such, he was responsible for all pacification 
activities in III Corps. In February 1969, he was 
moved south to take control of the CORDS effort 
in the Mekong Delta. In 1971, General Creighton 
Abrams appointed Vann, a civilian, to command 
all U.S. forces in II Corps and serve as the senior 
adviser to the ARVN commander of II Corps. He 
personally directed the defense of Kontum and 
surrounding area during the North Vietnamese 
1972 Easter Offensive. On June 9, 1972, he was 
killed in a helicopter crash near Kontum. 

Vogt John W. Jr. (1920- ) 

General, U.S. Air Force; commander, Seventh Air 
Force, 1972-73 

Born on March 19, 1920, in Elizabeth, New Jersey, 
Vogt enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps in 1941 
and served as a fighter pilot during two European 
combat tours. From 1965 to 1968, Vogt served as 
deputy for plans and operations, Pacific Air Force 
(PACAF), in Honolulu, participating in the plan¬ 
ning and direction of the air campaign against 
North Vietnam. In 1972, he was appointed com¬ 
mander of the Seventh Air Force in Vietnam and 
concurrently deputy commander of MACV and 
in that position commanded the massive U.S. air 
response to the 1972 North Vietnamese Eastertide 
offensive, which proved critical in turning back 
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that invasion. He also presided over the draw¬ 
down of U.S. forces in Vietnam and the final 
withdrawal in March 1973 after the signing of the 
Paris Peace Accords. Moving his headquarters to 
Nakhon Phnom Royal Thai Air Force Base, he 
departed in the fall of 1973, thereafter to become 
commander of PACAF. After a subsequent tour 
as commander in chief, U.S. Air Forces Europe, 
General Vogt retired from active duty on August 

I, 1975. 

Vo Nguyen Giap (1911 - ) 

General and commander, People’s Army of Vietnam 
(PAVN), 1946—72; minister of defense and com¬ 
mander in chief, Democratic Republic of Vietnam, 
1946-80 

Born in Quang Binh Province in the French pro¬ 
tectorate of Annam (which would become North 
Vietnam’s southernmost province during the Viet¬ 
nam War), Giap graduated from the French-run 
Lycee Albert Sarraut. He joined the Indochinese 
Communist Party in 1930 and was jailed from 
1930 to 1932. He attended the University of Hanoi 
Law School, graduating in 1936. He then worked as 
a high school history teacher and journalist, while 
participating in various revolutionary movements. 
He married Nguyen Thi Quang in 1939. When 
France outlawed communism during the same 
year, Giap fled to China together with Pham Van 
Dong, where they joined up with Ho Chi Minh. 
While he was in China, his wife, sister, father, and 
sister-in-law were captured and executed. 

Ho entrusted Giap with the organization and 
command of the fledgling Viet Minh guerrilla 
forces, which fought against the Japanese forces 
occupying Vietnam from 1940 to 1945. During the 
political vacuum following the end of World War 

II, Ho and the Communists seized power in north¬ 
ern Vietnam and Giap became a leading figure in 
the new government. 

When France tried to reestablish control over 
Vietnam the First Indochina War broke out in 
December 1946. At first the Viet Minh had dif¬ 
ficulty in coping with the better trained and 


equipped French forces, but Giap ordered his 
troops into the mountainous north and began to 
shape his army into a potent fighting force. When 
Mao Zedong defeated the nationalists in China, 
he offered weapons and equipment to Giap and 
his army. The war degenerated into a bloody 
stalemate, but by 1953 the Viet Minh controlled 
several remote areas of northern Vietnam while 
the French controlled the Red River Valley in the 
north and most of the south. 

The war reached a climax in 1954 when Giap 
directed the Viet Minh siege that overwhelmed the 
French garrison at Dien Bien Phu and effectively 
won Vietnam its independence. Giap became 
North Vietnam’s minister of defense, a member of 
the ruling Politburo, and commander in chief of 
the People’s Army of Vietnam (PAVN). 

In the late 1950s and 1960s, Giap remained a 
key military figure in the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam. Giap was a proponent of protracted war, 
focused on guerrilla operations and the advance¬ 
ment of a Communist political base in the South. 
He disagreed with the aggressive way that Nguyen 
Chi Thanh prosecuted the war in the South; Giap’s 
tactical concerns were largely validated after PAVN 
forces suffered extensive defeats in 1965-66. 

The 1968 Tet Offensive was originally Nguyen 
Chi Thanh’s idea, but after Thanh’s death, Giap 
had the responsibility for planning and directing 
the campaign. The offensive resulted in a tactical 
disaster for the Communists when the expected 
popular uprising in support of their forces failed 
to develop. 

In 1972, Giap convinced the Politburo that 
because the majority of U.S. ground combat 
forces had been withdrawn, the time was ripe to 
commit the entire NVA to combat in the South. 
Launching some 14 infantry divisions reinforced 
by Soviet-supplied tanks and artillery in what 
became known as the Eastertide Offensive of 
March 1972, Giap’s forces were initially success¬ 
ful, capturing the provincial capital of Quang 
Tri in I Corps. However, his attacks in the Cen¬ 
tral Highlands and at An Loc in III Corps were 
stopped cold by a determined South Vietnam- 
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ese defense supported by massive American fire 
power, including air strikes by U.S. B-52 bomb¬ 
ers. Estimates are that the PAVN suffered more 
than 100,000 casualties and lost more than half of 
its tanks and heavy artillery. 

Tarnished by these successive failures, General 
Giap was eased from power in favor of his protege, 
the PAVN chief of staff, Senior General Van Tien 
Dung, who had commanded a division under 
Giap at Dien Bien Phu. It was Dung, not Giap, 
who planned and commanded the final offensive 
that conquered South Vietnam in 1975. In 1980, 
General Giap was formally replaced as minister 
of defense by General Dung and in 1982 he lost 
his seat on the Politburo. He now lives in virtual 
retirement in Hanoi. 

Walt, Lewis Williams (1913-1989) 

General, U.S. Marine Corps; Commander, III Marine 
Amphibious Force in Vietnam, 1965—67 
After graduation from Colorado State University, 
Walt became a Marine Corps second lieutenant 
in July 1936 and proved an outstanding combat 
leader in World War II and the Korean War. Lieu¬ 
tenant General Walt commanded the III Marine 
Amphibious Force (MAF) in Vietnam from June 
1965 until June 1967, with responsibility for 
the five northern provinces of South Vietnam. 
Responsible for operations in I Corps, the north¬ 
ernmost region south of the Demilitarized Zone, 
Walt launched a balanced strategy of small unit 
patrolling, large unit operations, and an inno¬ 
vative pacification program using civic action 
and the U.S. Marine Combined Action Platoons 
(CAP) operating with local Vietnamese militia. 
However, in the middle of 1966, the North Viet¬ 
namese sent more troops into the extreme north¬ 
ern section of I Corps and Walt was compelled to 
shift the focus of III MAF efforts to fighting the 
PAVN main force units. Walt replaced Lieutenant 
General Leonard A. Chapman as assistant Marine 
Corps commandant in January 1968, was pro¬ 
moted to full general in June 1969, and retired in 
February 1971. 


Warnke, Paul C. (1920-2001) 

General Counsel, Defense Department, 1966—67; 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Secu¬ 
rity Affairs, 1967—69 

Warnke became one of the Pentagon’s leading 
proponents of de-escalation. When General West¬ 
moreland requested an additional 206,000 troops 
in 1968, Warnke prepared a critical assessment of 
Vietnam policy, arguing that more troop deploy¬ 
ments would lead to increased casualties and that 
it was time to reduce U.S. involvement. Warnke’s 
analysis helped sway Defense Secretary Clark Clif¬ 
ford, especially when the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
failed adequately to address Clifford’s concerns 
about further troop requests and the uncertain 
future of the war. 

Westmoreland, William Childs (1914-2005) 
General, U.S. Army; Commander, U.S. Military 
Assistance Command, Vietnam, 1964— 1968 
Born in Spartanburg County, South Carolina, on 
March 26, 1914, he graduated from the U.S. Mili¬ 
tary Academy in 1936. During World War II, West¬ 
moreland, then a lieutenant colonel, commanded 
a field artillery battalion during the North African 
and Sicily campaigns and later was chief of staff of 
the Ninth Infantry Division during the invasion of 
Europe. After serving as an instructor at both the 
Command and General Staff College and Army 
War College, Colonel Westmoreland fought in 
the Korean War as commander of the 187th Air¬ 
borne Infantry Regimental Combat Team. After his 
return to the United States and promotion to gen¬ 
eral, he commanded the 101st Airborne Division 
and later served as superintendent of the U.S. Mili¬ 
tary Academy. When Secretary of Defense Robert 
S. McNamara selected him as commander of U.S. 
Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, General 
Westmoreland was in command of America’s rapid 
reaction force, the XVIII Airborne Corps. 

Serving briefly as deputy commander, General 
Westmoreland assumed command of MACV on 
June 20,1964. His initial task was to provide military 
advice and assistance to the government of South 
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Vietnam. Less than 60 days later, however, with the 
Gulf of Tonkin incident, General Westmoreland 
assumed the added responsibility of commanding 
America’s armed forces in combat in Vietnam. 

In 1965, when North Vietnamese regulars 
threatened to cut the country in two, Westmore¬ 
land and the Joint Chiefs of Staff recommended an 
increase of U.S. combat forces in South Vietnam 
to more than 100,000. Westmoreland favored a 
conventional style of warfare, using large units and 
massive firepower to seek out and destroy the Com¬ 
munist forces. He was instrumental in increasing 
the level of U.S. forces in Vietnam and developed 
the strategy of attrition for the ground war. 

In late 1967, he made several public statements 
stressing the progress being made in the war. These 
statements came back to haunt him in January 
1968 when the Communists launched a massive 
new offensive. Westmoreland and his commanders 
were taken by surprise by the new attacks, but his 
forces reacted quickly and decisively defeated the 
attackers. He then asked for 206,000 more troops 
to take advantage of what he saw as an opportu¬ 
nity to exploit the failed offensive. Stunned by the 
offensive and in political trouble within his own 
party, President Johnson rejected Westmoreland’s 
request. He then recalled Westmoreland and made 
him army chief of staff, replacing him in Vietnam 
with General Creighton Abrams. He served in the 
new position from July 1968 until his retirement 
from the army in June 1972. In 1982, he sued the 
CBS television network for libel over a documen¬ 
tary that charged that Communist strength figures 
in South Vietnam in 1967 had been deliberately 
falsified, but a settlement was reached before the 
jury began deliberations. Both Westmoreland and 
CBS claimed victory. 

Weyand, Frederick Carlton (1916- ) 

General, U.S. Army; Commander, U.S. Military 
Assistance Command, Vietnam, 1970—72; U.S. 
Army Chief of Staff, 1974—76 
Born on September 15, 1916, at Arbunkle, Cali¬ 
fornia, Weyand graduated from the University of 


California at Berkeley in 1939. Originally commis¬ 
sioned in the Coast Artillery Corps, he served as 
an intelligence officer in the China-Burma-India 
theater in World War II. Transferring to the infan¬ 
try in 1948, he won the Silver Star for gallantry in 
action as a combat infantryman during the war in 
Korea. 

In March 1966, Weyand took the 25th Infan¬ 
try Division into combat in Vietnam. After 12 
months of battlefield activity with his division in 
western III Corps, he was selected to command 
the corps-level II Field Force Vietnam. During the 
Tet Offensive in 1968, his forces were instrumental 
in turning back the VC attack on Saigon. Depart¬ 
ing Vietnam in August 1968, he later served as the 
military adviser to the U.S. Peace Delegation in 
Paris from March 1969 to June 1970. 

In September 1970, General Weyand returned 
to Vietnam to serve as the deputy commander 
of MACV and in June 1972 succeeded General 
Creighton Abrams as COMUSMACV. Faced with 
the difficult and dangerous task of winding down 
the U.S. military presence in Vietnam, he was 
fated to be the last MACV commander. When 
the Paris accords were signed in January 1973, 
General Weyand withdrew the last U.S. military 
forces. Soon thereafter, he was named army vice 
chief of staff. Upon the death of the army chief of 
staff, General Creighton Abrams, on September 4, 
1974, General Weyand assumed that office. Sent to 
Vietnam in April 1975 by President Gerald Ford to 
assess the military situation there, Weyand recom¬ 
mended $722 million in additional military aid for 
South Vietnam, which Congress refused to grant. 
He retired from active duty in September 1976. 

Wheeler, Earle Gilmore (1908-1975) 
General, U.S. Army; chief of staff, 1962—64; chair¬ 
man, Joint Chiefs of Staff, 1964—70 
General Earle “Bus” Wheeler was a lifelong staff 
officer with no combat experience when Presi¬ 
dent Kennedy appointed him U.S. Army chief of 
staff in 1962. He shared Kennedy’s enthusiasm 
for counterinsurgency warfare and Secretary of 
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Defense Robert McNamara’s penchant for sta¬ 
tistics, having taught mathematics at West Point. 
Wheeler was appointed chairman of the JCS in 
July 1964 to replace General Maxwell Taylor, who 
was sent to South Vietnam as U.S. ambassador by 
President Johnson. Soon after being appointed JCS 
chairman, Wheeler began promising success in 
Vietnam through further escalation. He resented 
Johnson’s refusal to mobilize the Reserves and 
his reluctance to use the full might of U.S. power 
against North Vietnam. Wheeler went to Vietnam 
in February 1968, where he and General Westmo¬ 
reland worked out a request for 206,000 additional 
troops; Wheeler returned with the request and rec¬ 
ommended that the president call up the Reserves. 
The request leaked to the press and further under¬ 
mined public faith in the military’s claim that the 
Tet Offensive had been a major American victory 
that had seriously weakened Communist forces in 
South Vietnam. The president refused to mobilize 
the Reserves and sent only modest reinforcements 
to Westmoreland. During the first part of the 
Nixon administration, he tried unsuccessfully to 
get the president not to draw down U.S. forces so 
quickly. After serving longer than any other JCS 
chairman, Wheeler retired in 1970. He died on 
December 18,1975. 

Williams, Samuel T. (1897-1984) 

U.S. Army general; commander, U.S. Military Assis¬ 
tance Group, Vietnam, 1955—60 
A strict disciplinarian known as “Hanging Sam,” 
Williams succeeded General John W. O’Daniel 
as commander of U.S. Military Assistance Advi¬ 
sory Group Indochina (MAAG-I) on October 24, 
1955. It was very soon thereafter redesignated U.S. 
Military Assistance Group, Vietnam. Williams dis¬ 
missed the Viet Cong guerrilla threat as a diversion 
and continued the U.S. policy of training South 
Vietnamese troops to become a conventional force 
designed to repel an invasion from the north. He 
cultivated close relations with South Vietnamese 
president Ngo Dinh Diem while feuding con¬ 
stantly with U.S. ambassador Elbridge Durbrow. 


Williams retired in 1960 after completing his ser¬ 
vice in Vietnam. 

Xuan Thuy (1912-1985) 

Foreign minister, Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
(DRV), 1963-65; chief delegate, Paris Peace Talks, 
1968-70 

Born in Ha Dong Province near Hanoi, Thuy 
began revolutionary activities in 1926 and was 
imprisoned by the French from 1939 to 1945. He 
became a member of the Lao Dong Party Central 
Committee in 1951. He served as North Vietnam’s 
foreign minister from 1963 to 1965. Xuan Thuy 
headed the official North Vietnamese delegation 
to the Paris peace talks from May 1968 until the 
signing of the cease-fire agreement in January 
1973. Thuy, acting as Le Due Tho’s chief deputy, 
negotiated periodically with Henry Kissinger. He 
died in Hanoi on June 18,1985. 

Zumwalt, Elmo Russell,Jr. (1920-2000) 
Admiral, U.S. Navy; commander of U.S. naval 
forces Vietnam, 1969—70; chief of naval operations, 
1970-74 

Born on November 29, 1920, in San Francisco, 
Zumwalt graduated from the U.S. Naval Acad¬ 
emy in 1942. During World War II, he served on 
destroyers in the Pacific. On September 30, 1968, 
Admiral Zumwalt was appointed commander 
of U.S. Naval Forces Vietnam (COMNAVFOR) 
and as such was responsible for naval operations, 
which included the Coastal Surveillance Force, the 
River Patrol Force, and the Riverine Assault Force, 
as well as the Naval Advisory Group to the South 
Vietnamese Navy, the SEABEEs of the Third Naval 
Construction Brigade, and other activities that 
included Coast Guard Activities, Vietnam. While 
with COMNAVFOR, Admiral Zumwalt launched 
Operation Sealords, a concerted U.S. and South 
Vietnamese navy effort to disrupt enemy supply 
lines in the Mekong Delta. Named chief of naval 
operations, Zumwalt departed Vietnam in May 
1970 and assumed his new office on July 1, 1970. 
He launched a number of reforms designed to 
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improve conditions for the navy’s enlisted men, 
and to relax regulations in matters like grooming 
standards. He retired from active duty on July 1, 
1974. His son, Elmo R. Zumwalt, III, who had 
served as a navy officer commanding a swift boat 


unit of the Coastal Surveillance Force of Vietnam, 
died of cancer, which is believed to have been 
caused by Agent Orange, authorized by his father 
as a defoliant to reduce enemy ambush positions 
along coastal waterways. 



Glossary of 
Acronyms and 
Abbreviations 


AAA antiaircraft artillery 

ABC American Broadcasting Company 

AATTV Australian Army Training Team Vietnam 

AAR After Action Report 

ACAV armored cavalry assault vehicle 

AFB Air Force Base 

AID Agency for International Development 
AIM Air Intercept Missile 
ANZAC Australian New Zealand Army Corps 
AO area of operation 
AP Associated Press 
APC armored personnel carrier 
ARVN Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
ASA Army Security Agency 
ASPB Assault Support Patrol Boat 
AWOL Absent Without Leave 
BDA bomb damage assessment 
BOQ bachelor officers quarters 
BTR Soviet-manufactured armored personnel 
carrier 

CAP Combined Action Program 

CAS close air support 

CBU cluster bomb unit 

CCC Command and Control, Central (SOG) 

CCN Command and Control, North (SOG) 

CCP Combined Campaign Plan 
CCS Command and Control, South (SOG) 
CEFEO Corps Espeditionnaire Fran^ais en 
Extreme-orient 
CG Commanding General 


CGDK Coalition Government of Democratic 
Kampuchea (Cambodia) 

Cl counterintelligence 
CIA Central Intelligence Agency 
CICV Combined Intelligence Center Vietnam 
CIDG Civilian Irregular Defense Group 
CINCPAC Commander-in-Chief, Pacific 
CIO Central Intelligence Organization 
CJCS Chairman, loint Chiefs of Staff 
CMD Capital Military District 
CMR Capital Military Region 
CNO Chief of Naval Operations 
COMUSMACV Commander, U.S. Military Assis¬ 
tance Command, Vietnam 
CORDS Civil Operations and Revolutionary 
Development Support 
COSVN Central Office for South Vietnam 
CP command post 
CTC Central Training Command 
CTZ Corps Tactical Zone 
DCG Deputy Commanding General 
DAO Defense Attache Office 
DEROS Date Eligible for Return from Overseas 
or Date of Expected Return from Overseas 
DIA Defense Intelligence Agency 
DIOCC District Intelligence and Operations 
Coordination Committee 
DK Democratic Kampuchea (Cambodia under 
Khmer Rouge) 

DMAC Delta Military Assistance Command 
DMZ Demilitarized Zone 
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DOD Department of Defense 
DRAC Delta Regional Assistance Command 
DRV Democratic Republic of (North) Vietnam 
ELINT electronic intelligence 
FAC forward air controller 
FANK Forces Armies Nationales Khmeres (Cam¬ 
bodian Army from 1970 to 1975) 

FAR Forces Armees Royales (Laotian Army) 

FFV Field Force, Vietnam 
FFORCEV Field Force, Vietnam 
FO forward observer 
FSA Forward Support Area 
FSB Fire Support Base 
FSCC Fire Support Coordination Center 
FULRO Front Unitie de Lutte des Races Oppri- 
mees (United Front for the Liberation of 
Oppressed Races) 

FWMAF Free World Military Assistance Forces 
GPWD General Political Warfare Department 
GVN Government of (South) Vietnam 
H&I Harassment and Interdiction (Fire) 

HES Hamlet Evaluation System 
Huey UH-1 Iroquois helicopter 
HUMINT human intelligence 
HQ headquarters 

ICC International Control Commission 
ICCS International Commission of Control and 
Supervision 

ICP Indochinese Communist Party 

IFFV I Field Force, Vietnam 

IG Inspector General 

IIFFV II Field Force, Vietnam 

IPW interrogation of prisoners of war 

JCS U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff 

JGS South Vietnamese Joint General Staff 

JMC Joint Military Commission 

JUSPAO Joint U.S. Public Affairs Office 

KSCB Khe Sanh Combat Base 

KIA Killed in Action 

KIA/BNR Killed in Action/Body Not Recovered 
KPRP Khmer People’s Revolutionary Party 
LAW light antitank weapon 
LCU landing craft, utility 
LBJ Long Binh Jail 


LLDB Luc Luong Dac Biet (RVN Special Forces) 
LOC line of communication 
LOH Light Observation Helicopter 
LRRP long-rang reconnaissance patrol 
LZ landing zone 

MAAG Military Assistance Advisory Group 
MAAG-V Military Assistance Advisory Group- 
Vietnam 

MAC Military Airlift Command 
MACCORDS Military Assistance Command 
Civil Operations and Revolutionary Develop¬ 
ment Support 

MACSOG Military Assistance Command, Stud¬ 
ies and Observations Group 
MACV Military Assistance Command, Vietnam 
MAF Marine Amphibious Force 
MAP Military Assistance Program 
MAT Mobile Advisory Team 
MATT Mobile Advisory Training Team 
MEDCAP Medical Civic Action Program 
MEDTC Military Equipment Delivery Team, 
Cambodia 

MEDVAC Medical Evacuation, also known as 
“dust off” 

MIA Missing in Action 
MOS Military Occupation Specialty 
MP Military Police 
MR Military Region 
MRC Military Revolutionary Council 
MRF Mobile Riverine Force 
MSTS Military Sea Transportation Service 
MTT Mobile Training Team 
NAVFORV Naval Forces, Vietnam 
NCO non-commissioned officer 
NIC National Interrogation Center 
NICC National Intelligence Coordination 
Committee 

NKP Nakhon Phanom Air Base (Thailand) 

NLC National Leadership Committee 
NLF National Liberation Front 
NP National Police 
NSA National Security Agency 
NSC National Security Council 
NVA North Vietnamese Army (PAVN) 

NVN North Vietnam 
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NZTTV New Zealand Training Team Vietnam 
OB order of battle 
OCO Office of Civilian Operations 
OJT on-the-job training 
ONTOS Marine self-propelled multiple 106 mm 
recoilless rifle 
OPLAN operations plan 
OSS Office of Strategic Services 
PAVN People’s Army of (North) Vietnam 
PBR Patrol Boat, River 
PCF Patrol Craft, Fast (Swift Boat) 

PEO Program Evaluation Office 
PF Popular Forces 
PFF Police Field Forces 
PGM Motor Gunboat 
PHILCAG Philippines Civic Action Group 
PIOCC Province Intelligence and Operations 
Coordinating Committee 
PLAF People’s Liberation Armed Forces 
POL petroleum, oils, and lubricants 
POW prisoner of war 
PRC People’s Republic of China 
PRD Pacification and Rural Development 
PRG Provisional Revolutionary Government 
PRK People’s Republic of Kampuchea 
PROVN Program for the Pacification and Long- 
Term Development of Vietnam 
PRU Provincial Reconnaissance Unit 
PSA Province Senior Adviser 
PSDF People’s Self-Defense Force 
PSYOPS Psychological Operations 
PSP pierced steel plate 
PT Motor Torpedo Boat (Patrol Torpedo) 

PTSD Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
PW prisoner of war 
PX Post Exchange 
QL Quoc Lo (National Route) 

RAAF Royal Australian Air Force 
RAC Regional Assistance Command 
RAG River Assault Group 
RAR Royal Australian Regiment 
RD Revolutionary (or Rural) Development 
RDF radio direction finding 
RF/PF Regional Forces/Popular Forces 
RLAF Royal Lao Air Force 


RLG Royal Lao Government 
ROC Republic of China 
ROE rules of engagement 
ROK Republic of Korea 
ROTC Reserve Officers Training Corps 
RPDC Regional Pacification and Development 
Council 

RPG rocket-propelled grenade 
RRU Radio Research Unit (ASA) 

R&R rest and recreation 
RVN Republic of (South) Vietnam 
RVNAF Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces 
SAC Strategic Air Command 
SAM surface-to-air missile 
SAR search and rescue 
SDS Students for a Democratic Society 
SEALs Sea, Air, Land Teams (U.S. Navy Special 
Forces) 

SEATO Southeast Asia Treaty Organization 
SF Special Forces 
SIGINT signals intelligence 
SITREP situation report 
SLAR side-looking airborne radar 
SOG Special Operations Group, later Studies and 
Observations Group 
SOI signal operating instructions 
SOP standard operating procedures 
SRAG Second Regional Assistance Group 
STD Strategic Technical Directorate (RVN) 

SVN South Vietnam 
TAC Tactical Air Command 
TAOR Tactical Area of Responsibility 
TDY temporary duty 

TERM Temporary Equipment Recovery Mis¬ 
sion 

TF Task Force 

TOC Tactical Operations Center 
TO&E Table of Organization and Equipment 
TOW tube-launched, optically-tracked, wire- 
guided missile 

TRAC Third Regional Assistance Command 
TRIM Training Relations and Instruction Mis¬ 
sion 

UN United Nations 

UPI United Press International 
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U.S. United States 

USA United States of America; U.S. Army 
USAF U.S. Air Force 
USIA U.S. Information Agency 
USAID U.S. Agency for International Develop¬ 
ment 

USARV U.S. Army, Vietnam 
USIS U.S. Information Service 
USMACV United States Military Assistance 
Command, Vietnam 
USMC U.S. Marine Corps 
USN U.S. Navy 

USO United Services Organization 
USOM U.S. Operations Mission 


USSAG U.S. Support Activity Group 
USSR Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
VC Viet Cong 
VCI Viet Cong Infrastructure 
VNA Vietnamese National Army 
VNAF Republic of Vietnam Air Force 
VNMC Republic of Vietnam Marine Corps 
VNN Republic of Vietnam Navy 
VNQDD Vietnam Quoc Dan Dang (Vietnamese 
Nationalist Party) 

VOA Voice of America 
WAW Vietnam Veterans Against the War 
WIA wounded in action 
WSO weapons systems officer 
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U.S. Military Commitment 
in South Vietnam by Year 


DATE 

TROOPS 

DATE 

TROOPS 

December 31,1960 

900 

December 31,1 967 

485,600 

December 31,1 961 

3,205 

June 30,1968 

534,700 

June 30,1962 

9,000 

December 31,1 968 

536,100 

December 31,1 962 

11,300 

April 30, 1969 

543,400 

June 30,1963 

15,400 

June 30,1969 

538,700 

December 31,1 963 

16,300 

December 31,1 969 

475,200 

June 30,1964 

16,500 

June 30,1970 

414,900 

December 31, 1964 

23,300 

December 31,1 970 

334,600 

June 30,1965 

59,900 

June 30,1971 

239,200 

December 31,1 965 

184,300 

December 31,1 971 

156,800 

June 30,1966 

267,500 

June 30,1972 

47,000 

December 31,1 966 

385,300 

December 31,1 972 

24,200 

June 30,1967 

448,800 

March 30, 1973 

240 

Source: U.S. Department ofDefei 

nse, OASD (Com 

iptroller), Directorate of Information 

Operations, March 19, 

1974, cited in Marc Leepson, ed., 
Macmillan, 1999), p. 484. 

Webster’s New World Dictionary of the Vietnam War (New York: Simon & Schuster 
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U.S. Military Personnel in 
Southeast Asia outside Vietnam 


DATE TROOPS 


December 31,1965 

42,900 

December 31,1 966 

54,200 

December 31, 1967 

80,300 

December 31,1 968 

87,400 

December 31,1 969 

82,900 

December31, 1970 

57,200 

December 31,1 971 

48,200 

November 30, 1972 

84,700 


Source: U.S. Department of Defense, OASD (Comptroller), Directorate 
for Information, cited in David L. Anderson, The Columbia Guide to the 
Vietnam War (New York: Columbia University Press, 2002), p. 287. 
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Appendix III 


Allied Military Forces in South Vietnam* 


COUNTRY 

END 

1964 

END 

1965 

END 

1966 

END 

1967 

END 

1968 

END 

1969 

END 

1970 

END 

1971 

END 

1972 

Australia 

200 

1,500 

4,530 

6,820 

7,660 

7,670 

6,800 

2, 000 

130 

Korea 

200 

20,620 

35,570 

47,830 

50,000 

48,870 

48,540 

45,700 

36,790 

New Zealand 

30 

120 

160 

530 

520 

550 

440 

100 

50 

Philippines 

20 

70 

2,060 

2,020 

1,580 

190 

70 

50 

50 

South Vietnam# 

514,000 

643,000 

735,900 

798,000 

820,000 

897,000 

968,0 00 

1,046,250 

1,048,000 

Thailand 

— 

20 

240 

2,200 

6,000 

11,570 

11,570 

6,000 

40 

United States 

23,310 

184,310 

385,300 

485,600 

536,000 

484,330 

335,790 

158,120 

24,000 


*Countries providing nonmilitary personnel are not listed. An average of 30 Republic of China and 10 Spanish 
advisers served throughout period as well. 

#lncludes the Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, Regional, and Popular Forces, but does not include paramilitary 
formations such as National Police, CIDG, “Armed Combat Youth,” etc. 

Sources: Shelby L. Stanton, Vietnam Order of Battle (New York: Galahad Books, 1986), p. 333. 
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Allied Casualties 


U.S./RVNAF Military Casualties 


YEAR 

KIA U.S. 

KIA RVNAF 

WIA* U. S. 

WIA* RVNAF 

1960 

— 

2,223 

— 

2,788 

1961 

11 

4,004 

2 

5,449 

1962 

31 

4,457 

41 

7,195 

1963 

78 

5,665 

218 

11,488 

1964 

147 

7,457 

522 

17,017 

1965 

1,369 

11,242 

3,308 

23,118 

1966 

5,008 

11,953 

16,526 

20,975 

1967 

9,377 

12,716 

32,370 

29,448 

1968 

14,589 

27,915 

46,797 

70,696 

1969 

9,414 

21,833 

32,940 

65,276 

1970 

4,221 

23,346 

15,211 

71,582 

1971 

1,381 

22,738 

4,767 

60,939 

1972 

300 

39,587 

587 

109,960 

1973 

237 

27,901 

24 

131,936 

1974 

207 

32,219 

— 

155,735 

Total 

46,370 

254,256 

153,313 

783,602 


*Required hospitalization. 

Source: JeffreyJ. Clarke, Advice and Support: The Final Years, 1965—1973 (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government 
Printing Office, 1 988), p. 275; Spencer C. Tucker, ed., Encyclopedia of the Vietnam War: A Political, Social, and Military 
History. 3 vols. (Santa Barbara, Calif.: ABC-CLIO, 1998), Vol. Ill, p. 1,093. 


Free World Military Forces Casualties 

Republic of Korea, Killed 4,407 

Australia/New Zealand, Killed 469 

Thailand, Killed 352 

Source: George Donelson Moss, Vietnam: An American Ordeal, 3rd ed. (Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Prentice Hall, 1998), 
p. 447; Lester H. Brune and Richard Dean Bums, America and the Indochina Wars, 1945-1990: A Bibliographic Guide 
(Clairmont, Calif.: Regina Books, 1992), p. 146. 
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Appendix V 


Major U.S. Combat Unit Casualties in Vietnam 


UNIT 

KILLED IN ACTION 

WOUNDED IN ACTION 

III Marine Amphibious Force 

13,082 

88,633 

1 st Marine Division 



1st Marine Aircraft Wing 



3rd Marine Division 



7th Fleet Amphibious Force 



1st Cavalry Division 

5,444 

26,592 

25th Infantry Division 

4,547 

31,161 

Americal (23rd) Division 

4,040* 

13,828* 

11th Light Infantry Brigade 



198th Light Infantry Brigade 



101 st Airborne Division 

4,011 

18,259 

1 st Infantry Division 

3,146 

18,019 

9th Infantry Division 

2,624 

18,831 

4th Infantry Division 

2,531 

15,229 

173rd Airborne Brigade 

1,148 

8,747 

7th Air Force/SAC (Guam) 

1,739 

3,457 

1st Aviation Brigade 

1,701 

5,163 

7th Fleet/Naval Forces Vietnam 

1,626 

10,406 

196th Light Infantry Brigade 

1,183 

5,591 

5th Special Forces Group 

792 

2,704 

1 99th Light Infantry Brigade 

754 

4,679 

11th Armored Cavalry Regiment 

728 

5,761 

5th Mechanized Infantry Division 

403 

3,648 

1 st Brigade 



82nd Airborne Division 

184 

1,009 

3rd Brigade 



Coast Guard Squadrons 1 and 3 

5 

59 


*lncludes total for 1 96th Light Infantry Brigade, which served as a component of the Americal Division for part 
of its time in Vietnam. 

The units listed above account for 98 percent ofthe Americans killed by hostile action in Vietnam. Wounded in 
action include both hospitalized and nonhospitalized. 

Source: Richard K. Kolb, ed. Vietnam War Combat Chronology: A Special Publication of VFWMagazine, October 2005, p. 16. 
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Appendix VI 


U.S. Military Campaigns in Vietnam 


CAMPAIGN 

INCLUSIVE DATES 

Advisory 

March 15, 1962-March 7, 1965 

Defense 

March 8, 1965-December 24, 1965 

Counteroffensive 

December 25, 1 965-June 30, 1 966 

Counteroffensive, Phase II 

July 1, 1966-May 31, 1967 

Counteroffensive, Phase III 

June 1, 1 967-January 29, 1 968 

Tet Counteroffensive 

January 30, 1968—Apri 1 1, 1968 

Counteroffensive, Phase IV 

April 2, 1968-June 30, 1968 

Counteroffensive, Phase V 

July 1, 1968-November 1, 1968 

Counteroffensive, Phase VI 

November 2, 1 968-February 22, 1969 

Tet 69/Counteroffensive 

February 23, 1969-June8, 1969 

Summer-Fall 1 969 

June 9, 1 969-October 31, 1969 

Winter-Spring 1970 

November 1, 1 969—Apri 1 30, 1970 

Sanctuary Counteroffensive 

May 1, 1 970-June 30, 1970 

Counteroffensive, Phase VII 

July 1, 1970-June 30, 1971 

Consolidation 1 

July 1, 1971 -November 30, 1971 

Consolidation II 

December 1, 1 971 -March 29, 1 972 

Cease-fire 

March 30, 1 972-January 28, 1973 

Source: U.S. Army Center of Military History, 

Fort McNair, Washington, D.C. 
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Appendix VII 

U.S. Government Military Expenditures 
in Southeast Asia 


FISCAL YEAR FULL COST (IN MILLIONS) 


1965 

103 

1966 

5,812 

1967 

20,133 

1968 

26,547 

1969 

28,805 

1970 

23,052 

1971 

14,719 

1972 

9,261 


Full costs are for all forces and include personnel, aircraft, operations, munitions used, 
and equipment lost in the Southeast Asia conflict 

Source: U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee, cited in David L. Anderson, The Colum¬ 
bia Guide to the Vietnam War (New York: Columbia University Press, 2002), p. 287. 
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Appendix VIII 


U.S. Army Troop Withdrawals from Vietnam, 

1969-1972 


INCRE¬ 

MENT 

TIME FRAME 

MAJOR UNIT(S) 

INVOLVED 

ARMY 

REDUCTION 

TOTAL 

U.S. 

REDUCTION 

ARMY 

STRENGTH 

AT 

COMPLETION 

OF 

INCREMENT 

TOTAL 

U.S. 

FORCES 

REMAINING 

1 

July 1-Aug. 31, 

1969 

9th Inf Div (-)# 

15,712 

25,000 

352,400 

519,000 

II 

Sep. 18-Dec. 1 5, 
1969 

3rd Bde, 82nd 

Abn Div 

14,092 

40,500 

338,300 

484,000 

III 

Feb. 1-Apr. 1 5, 
1970 

1 st Inf Div 3rd 

Bde, 4th Inf Div 

29,396 

50,000 

308,900 

434,000 

IV 

July 1-Oct. 15, 

1970 

3rd Bde, 9th Inf Div 

1 96th Lt Inf Bde 

15,932 

50,000 

292,900 

384,000 

V 

Oct. 16-Dec. 31, 
1970 

4th Inf Div (-) 

25th Inf Div (-) 

38,054 

40,000 

254,800 

344,000 

VI 

Jan. 1 -Apr. 30, 

1971 

I st Cav Div (-) 

II th Ar Cav Regt (-) 
2nd Bde, 25th Inf Div 

41,848 

60,000 

213,000 

284,000 

VII 

May 1 -June 30, 
1971 

One Air Cav Sqdn 
Three Inf Bns 

15,030 

29,300 

198,000 

254,000 

VIII 

July 1-Sep. 1, 1971 

1 73rd Abn Bde 

21,769 

28,700 

176,200 

226,000 

IX 

Sep. 1 -Nov. 30, 
1971 

AMERICAL Div (-) 
11th Inf Bde 

1 98th Inf Bde 

35,000 

42,000 

141,200 

184,000 

X 

Dec. 1 -Jan. 31, 
1972 

1 01 st Abn Div (-) 

36,718 

45,000 

104,500 

139,000 

XI 

Feb. 1-Apr. 30, 
1972 

Two Cav Sqdns 

Five Inf Bns 

Four Air Cav Sqdns 

58,096 

70,000 

46,400 

69,000 

(continues) 
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U.S. Army Troop Withdrawals from Vietnam, 
1969-1972, continued 


INCRE¬ 

MENT 

TIME FRAME 

MAJOR UN IT(S) 

INVOLVED 

ARMY 

REDUCTION 

TOTAL 

U.S. 

REDUCTION 

ARMY 

STRENGTH 

AT 

COMPLETION 

OF 

INCREMENT 

TOTAL 

U.S. 

FORCES 

REMAINING 

XII 

May 1 -June 30, 
1972 

3rd Bde, 1 st Cav 

1 96th Inf Bde 

Four Inf Bns 

14,552 

20,000 

31,900 

49,000 

XIII 

July 1-Aug. 31, 
1972 

Two Inf Bns 

8,484 

10,000 

23,400 

39,000 

XIV 

Sep. 1 -Nov. 30, 

Miscellaneous Units 

7,282 

12,000 

16,100 

27,000 


1972 

*Approximate figures. 

# (-) indicates only partial withdrawal of this unit. 

Sources: 

Larry A. Niksch. Vietnamization: The Program and Its Problems (Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, Congressio¬ 
nal Research Service, January 1972), p. A-1. 

Nguyen Duy Hinh. Indochina Monographs: Vietnamization and the Cease-Fire (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Army Center of 
Military History, 1 980), p. 27. 

Shelby L. Stanton. Vietnam Order of Battle (New York: Galahad Books, 1986), p. 333. 
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Medal of Honor Recipients—Vietnam War 

(* - Posthumous Receipt) 


NAME 

SERVICE 

RANK (AT 

TIME OF 

ACTION) 

PLACE 

OF 

ACTION 

DATE OF ACTION 

* Adams, William E. 

USA 

Maj. 

Kontum Province 

May 25, 1971 

*Albanese, Lewis 

USA 

PFC 

Republic ofVietnam 

Dec. 1, 1966 

* Anderson, James, Jr. 

USMC 

PFC 

Republic ofVietnam 

Feb. 28, 1967 

* Anderson, Richard A. 

USMC 

LCpI. 

QuangTri Province 

Aug. 24, 1969 

Anderson, Webster 

USA 

SFC 

Tam Ky 

Oct. 15, 1967 

* Ashley, Eugene, Jr. 

USA 

SFC 

Near Lang Vei 

Feb. 6-7, 1968 

* Austin, Oscar P. 

USMC 

PFC 

West of Da Nang 

Feb. 23, 1969 

Baca, John P. 

USA 

SP4 

Phuoc Long Province 

Feb. 10, 1970 

Bacon, Nicky D. 

USA 

SSG 

West ofTam Ky 

Aug. 26, 1968 

Baker, John F., Jr. 

USA 

PFC 

Republic ofVietnam 

Nov. 5, 1966 

Ballard, Donald E. 

USN 

HC2c 

QuangTri Province 

May 16, 1968 

*Barker,Jedh C. 

USMC 

LCpI. 

Near Con Thien 

Sept. 21, 1967 

*Barnes,John Andrew III 

USA 

PFC 

Dak To 

Nov. 12, 1967 

Barnum, Harvey C., Jr. 

USMC 

1 st Lt. 

Ky Phu, Quang Tin 
Province 

Dec. 18, 1965 

Beikirch, Gary B. 

USA 

SGT 

Kontum Province 

Apr. 1, 1970 

*Belcher, Ted 

USA 

SGT 

Plei Djerang 

Nov. 19, 1966 

*Bellrichard, Leslie A. 

USA 

PFC 

Kontum Province 

May 20, 1967 

Benavidez, Roy P. 

USA 

SSG 

West of Loc Ninh 

May 2, 1968 

* Ben nett, Steven L. 

USAF 

Capt. 

Quang Tri 

June 29,1972 

* Ben nett, Thomas W. 

USA 

CPL 

Chu Pa Region, Pleiku 
Province 

Feb. 9-11, 1969 

*Blanchfield, Michael R. 

USA 

SP4 

Binh Dinh Province 

July 3, 1969 

*Bobo,John P. 

USMC 

2nd Lt. 

QuangTri Province 

Mar. 30, 1967 

Bondsteel, James L. 

USA 

SSG 

An Loc 

May 24, 1969 

(continues) 
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Medal of Honor Recipients—Vietnam War, continued 


NAME 

SERVICE 

RANK (AT 

TIME OF 

ACTION) 

PLACE 

OF 

ACTION 

DATE OF ACTION 

*Bowen, Hammett L.,Jr. 

USA 

SSG 

Binh Duong Province 

June 27, 1969 

Brady, Patrick H. 

USA 

MAJ 

Near Chu Lai 

Jan. 6, 1968 

*Bruce, Daniel D. 

USMC 

PFC 

FSB Tomahawk, Quang 
Nam Province 

Mar. 1, 1969 

* Bryant, William M. 

USA 

SFC 

Long Khanh Province 

Mar. 24, 1969 

Bucha, Paul W. 

USA 

CPT 

Near Phuoc Vinh, Binh 
Duong Province 

Mar. 16-19, 1968 

*Buker, Brian L. 

USA 

SGT 

Chau Doc Province 

Apr. 5, 1970 

*Burke, Robert C. 

USMC 

PFC 

Southern Quang Nam 
Province 

May 17, 1968 

♦Capodanno, Vincent R. 

USN 

LT (Chaplain) 

Quang Tin Province 

Sept. 4, 1967 

♦Caron, Wayne M. 

USN 

HC3c 

Quang Nam Province 

July 28, 1968 

♦Carter, Bruce W. 

USMC 

PFC 

Quang Tri Province 

Aug. 7, 1969 

Cavaiani, Jon R. 

USA 

SSG 

Republic ofVietnam 

June 4-5, 1971 

Clausen, Raymond M.,Jr. 

USMC 

PFC 

Republic ofVietnam 

Jan. 31, 1970 

♦Coker, Ronald L. 

USMC 

PFC 

Quang Tri Province 

Mar. 24, 1969 

♦Connor, Peter S. 

USMC 

SSgt. 

Quang Nam Province 

Feb. 25, 1966 

♦Cook, Donald G. 

USMC 

Capt. 

Republic ofVietnam 

Dec. 31, 1964- 
Dec. 8, 1967 

Crandall, Bruce P. 

USA 

MAJ 

la Drang Valley, Pleiku 
Province 

Nov. 14, 1965 

♦Creek, Thomas E. 

USMC 

LCpI. 

Near Cam Lo 

Feb. 13, 1969 

♦Crescenz, Michael J. 

USA 

CPL 

Hiep Due Valley 

Nov. 20, 1968 

♦Cutinha, NicholasJ. 

USA 

SP4 

Near Gia Dinh 

Mar. 2, 1968 

♦Dahl, Larry G. 

USA 

SP4 

An Khe, Binh Dinh 

Province 

Feb. 23, 1971 

♦Davis, Rodney M. 

USMC 

s gt- 

Quang Nam Province 

Sept. 6, 1967 

Davis, Sammy L. 

USA 

PFC 

West of Cai Lay 

Nov. 18, 1967 

Day, George E. 

USAF 

Maj. 

North Vietnam 

Aug. 26, 1967 

*De La Garza, Emilio A., Jr. 

USMC 

LCpI. 

Near Da Nang 

Apr. 11, 1970 

Dethlefsen, Merlyn H. 

USAF 

Capt. 

Over North Vietnam 

Mar. 10, 1967 

♦Devore, Edward A., Jr. 

USA 

SP4 

Near Saigon 

Mar. 17, 1968 

♦Dias, Ralph E. 

USMC 

PFC 

Que Son Mountains 

Nov. 12, 1969 

♦Dickey, Douglas E. 

USMC 

PFC 

Republic ofVietnam 

Mar. 26, 1967 

Dix, Drew D. 

USA 

SSG 

Chau Doc Province 

Jan. 31 -Feb. 1, 

1968 

♦Doane, Stephen H. 

USA 

1 LT 

Hau Nghia Province 

Mar. 25, 1969 

Dolby, David C. 

USA 

SP4 

Republic ofVietnam 

May 21, 1966 
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NAME 

SERVICE 

RANK (AT 

TIME OF 

ACTION) 

PLACE 

OF 

ACTION 

DATE OF ACTION 

Donlon, Roger H. C. 

USA 

CPT 

Near Nam Dong 

July 6, 1964 

Dunagan, Kern W. 

USA 

CPT 

QuangTin Province 

May 13-14, 1969 

*Durham, Harold B.,Jr. 

USA 

2LT 

Republic ofVietnam 

Oct. 17, 1967 

^English, Glenn H.,Jr. 

USA 

SSG 

Phu My District 

Sept. 7, 1970 

*Estocin, MichaelJ. 

USN 

LCDR 

Haiphong, North Vietnam 

Apr. 20 & 26, 1967 

*Evans, Donald W. 

USA 

SP4 

Tri Tam 

Jan. 27, 1967 

*Evans, RodneyJ. 

USA 

SGT 

Tay Ninh Province 

July 18, 1969 

Ferguson, Frederick E. 

USA 

CWO 

Hue 

Jan. 31, 1968 

*Fernandez, Daniel 

USA 

SP4 

Cu Chi, Hau Nghia Province 

Feb. 18, 1966 

Fisher, Bernard F. 

USAF 

Maj. 

Bien Hoa and Pleiku 

Mar. 10, 1966 

Fitzmaurice, MichaelJ. 

USA 

SP4 

Khe Sanh 

Mar. 23, 1971 

*Fleek, Charles C. 

USA 

SGT 

Binh Duong Province 

May 27, 1969 

Fleming, James P. 

USAF 

1 st Lt. 

Near Due Co 

Nov. 26, 1968 

Foley, Robert F. 

USA 

CPT 

Near Quan Dau Tieng 

Nov. 5, 1966 

*Folland, Michael F. 

USA 

CPL 

Long Khanh Province 

July 3, 1969 

* Foster, Paul H. 

USMC 

Sgt- 

Near Con Thien 

Oct. 14, 1967 

*Fournet, Douglas B. 

USA 

1 LT 

A Shau Valley 

May 4, 1968 

*Fous, James W. 

USA 

PFC 

Kien Hoa Province 

May 14, 1968 

Fox, Wesley L. 

USMC 

1 st Lt. 

QuangTri Province 

Feb. 22, 1969 

*Fratellenico, Frank 

USA 

CPL 

QuangTri Province 

Aug. 19, 1970 

Freeman, Ed 

USA 

CPT 

la Drang Valley 

Nov. 14, 1965 

Fritz, Harold A. 

USA 

1 LT 

Binh Long Province 

Jan. 11, 1969 

*Gardner, James A. 

USA 

1 LT 

My Canh 

Feb. 7, 1966 

*Gertsch, John G. 

USA 

SSG 

A Shau Valley 

July 15-19, 1969 

*Gonzalez, Alfredo C. 

USMC 

s gt- 

Near Thua Thien 

Feb. 4, 1968 

*Graham, James A. 

USMC 

Capt. 

Republic ofVietnam 

June 2, 1967 

*Grandstaff, Bruce A. 

USA 

PSGT 

Pleiku Province 

May 18, 1967 

*Grant, Joseph X. 

USA 

1 LT 

Republic ofVietnam 

Nov. 13, 1966 

*Graves, Terrence C. 

USMC 

2nd Lt. 

QuangTri Province 

Feb. 16, 1968 

*Guenette, Peter M. 

USA 

SP4 

Quan Tan Uyen Province 

May 18, 1968 

Hagemeister, Charles C. 

USA 

SP4 

Binh Dinh Province 

Mar. 20, 1967 

*Hagen, Loren P. 

USA 

1 LT 

Republic ofVietnam 

Aug. 7, 1971 

*Hartsock, Robert W. 

USA 

SFC 

Hau Nghia Province 

Feb. 23, 1969 

*Harvey, Carmel B.,Jr. 

USA 

SP4 

Binh Dinh Province 

June 21, 1967 

Herda, Frank A. 

USA 

PFC 

Near Dak To, QuangTrang 
Province 

June 29, 1968 

*Hibbs, RobertJ. 

USA 

2LT 

Don Dien Lo Ke 

Mar. 5, 1966 

*Holcomb,John N. 

USA 

SGT 

Near Quan Loi 

Dec. 3, 1968 

Hooper, Joe R. 

USA 

SGT 

Near Hue 

Feb. 21, 1968 

*Hosking, Charles E.,Jr. 

USA 

SFC 

Phuoc Long Province 

Mar. 21, 1967 


(continues) 
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Medal of Honor Recipients—Vietnam War, continued 


NAME 

SERVICE 

RANK (AT 

TIME OF 

ACTION) 

PLACE 

OF 

ACTION 

DATE OF ACTION 

Howard, Jimmie E. 

USMC 

SSgt. 

Republic ofVietnam 

June 16, 1966 

Howard, Robert L. 

USA 

SFC 

Republic ofVietnam 

Dec. 30, 1968 

*Howe, James D. 

USMC 

LCpI. 

Republic ofVietnam 

May 6, 1970 

*lngalls, George A. 

USA 

SP4 

Near Due Pho 

Apr. 16, 1967 

Ingram, Robert R. 

USN 

HC3c 

Quang Ngai Province 

Mar. 28, 1966 

Jackson, Joe M. 

USAF 

Lt Col. 

Kham Due 

May 12, 1968 

Jacobs, Jack H. 

USA 

1 LT 

Kien Phong Province 

Mar. 9, 1968 

Jenkins, DonJ. 

USA 

PFC 

Kien Phong Province 

Jan. 6, 1969 

*Jenkins, Robert H.,Jr. 

USMC 

PFC 

FSB Argonne 

Mar. 5, 1969 

Jennings, Delbert O. 

USA 

SSG 

Kim Song Valley 

Dec. 27, 1966 

*Jimenez, Jose F. 

USMC 

LCpI. 

Quang Nam Province 

Aug. 28, 1969 

Joel, Lawrence 

USA 

SP5 

Republic ofVietnam 

Nov. 8, 1965 

Johnson, Dwight H. 

USA 

SP5 

Near Dak To, Kontum 
Province 

Jan. 15, 1968 

*Johnson, Ralph H. 

USMC 

PFC 

Near Quan Due Valley 

Mar. 5, 1968 

*Johnston, Donald R. 

USA 

SP4 

Tay Ninh Province 

Mar. 21, 1969 

*Jones, William A. Ill 

USAF 

Col. 

Near Dong Hoi, North 
Vietnam 

Sept. 1, 1968 

*Karopczyc, Stephen E. 

USA 

1 LT 

Kontum Province 

Mar. 12, 1967 

*Kawamura, Terry T. 

USA 

CPL 

Camp Radcliff 

Mar. 20, 1969 

Kays, Kenneth M. 

USA 

PVT 

ThuaThien Province 

May 7, 1970 

*Kedenburg, John J. 

USA 

SP5 

Republic ofVietnam 

June 13, 1968 

*Keith, Miguel 

USMC 

LCpI. 

Quang Ngai Province 

May 8, 1970 

Keller, Leonard B. 

USA 

SGT 

Ap Bac Zone 

May 2, 1967 

Kelley, Thomas G. 

USN 

LT 

Ong Muon Canal, Kien 

Hoa Province 

June 15, 1969 

Kellogg, Allan J., Jr. 

USMC 

SSgt. 

Quang Nam Province 

Mar. 11, 1970 

Kerrey, Joseph R. 

USNR 

LT(jg) 

Near Nha Trang Bay 

Mar. 14, 1969 

Kinsman, Thomas J. 

USA 

PFC 

Near Vinh Long 

Feb. 6, 1968 

Lambers, Paul R. 

USA 

SGT 

Tay Ninh Province 

Aug. 20, 1968 

Lang, George C. 

USA 

SP4 

Kien Hoa Province 

Feb. 22, 1969 

*Langhorn, Garfield M. 

USA 

PFC 

Pleiku Province 

Jan. 15, 1969 

* Lapointe, Joseph G.,Jr. 

USA 

SP4 

Quang Tin Province 

June 2, 1 969 

Lassen, Clyde E. 

USN 

LT(jg) 

Republic ofVietnam 

June 19, 1968 

*Lauffer, Billy L. 

USA 

PFC 

Near Bong Son, Binh 

Dinh Province 

Sept. 21, 1966 

*Law, Robert D. 

USA 

SP4 

Tinh Phuoc Thanh Province 

Feb. 22, 1969 

Lee, Howard V. 

USMC 

Capt. 

Near Cam Lo 

Aug. 8-9, 1966 
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RANK (AT PLACE 

TIME OF OF 

NAME SERVICE ACTION) ACTION DATE OF ACTION 


*Lee, Milton A. 

USA 

PFC 

Near Phu Bai, Thua 

Thien Province 

Apr. 26, 1968 

*Leisy, Robert R. 

USA 

2LT 

Phuoc Long Province 

Dec. 2, 1969 

Lemon, Peter C. 

USA 

SP4 

Tay Ninh Province 

Apr. 1, 1970 

*Leonard, Matthew 

USA 

PSG 

Near Suoi Da 

Feb. 28, 1967 

Levitow, John L. 

USAF 

A1C 

Long Binh Army Post 

Feb. 24, 1969 

Liteky, Angelo J. 

USA 

CPT (Chaplain) 

Near Phuoc Lac, Bien Hoa 
Province 

Dec. 6, 1967 

Littrell, Gary L. 

USA 

SFC 

Kontum Province 

Apr. 4-8, 1970 

Livingston, James E. 

USMC 

Capt. 

Dai Do 

May 2, 1968 

*Long, Donald R. 

USA 

SGT 

Republic ofVietnam 

June 30, 1966 

*Lozada, Carlos J. 

USA 

PFC 

Dak To 

Nov. 20, 1967 

* Lucas, Andre C. 

USA 

LTC 

FSB Ripcord 

July 1-23, 1970 

Lynch, Allan J. 

USA 

SP4 

Near My An, Binh Dinh 
Province 

Dec. 15, 1967 

Marm, WalterJ., Jr. 

USA 

2LT 

la Drang Valley 

Nov. 14, 1965 

* Martini, Gary W. 

USMC 

PFC 

Binh Son 

Apr. 21, 1967 

*Maxam, Larry L. 

USMC 

CpI. 

Cam Lo District, Quang 

Tri Province 

Feb. 2, 1968 

McCleery, Finnis D. 

USA 

PSGT 

Quang Tin Province 

May 14, 1968 

*McDonald, Phill C. 

USA 

PFC 

Near Kontum City 

June 7, 1968 

McGinty, John J., Ill 

USMC 

SSgt. 

Republic ofVietnam 

July 18, 1966 

McGonagle, William L. 

USN 

CDR 

USS Liberty, eastern 
Mediterranean 

June 8-9, 1967 

*McKibben, Ray 

USA 

SGT 

Near Song Mao 

Dec. 8, 1968 

*McMahon,ThomasJ. 

USA 

SP4 

Quang Tin Province 

Mar. 19, 1969 

McNerney, David H. 

USA 

1SG 

Polei Doc 

Mar. 22, 1967 

*McWethy, Edgar 1_, Jr. 

USA 

SP5 

Binh Dinh Province 

June 21, 1967 

*Michael, Don L. 

USA 

SP4 

Republic ofVietnam 

Apr. 8, 1967 

Miller, Franklin D. 

USA 

SSG 

Kontum Province 

Jan. 5, 1970 

*MiHer, Gary L. 

USA 

1LT 

Binh Duong Province 

Feb. 16, 1969 

Modrzejewski, RobertJ. 

USMC 

Capt. 

Republic ofVietnam 

July 15-18, 1966 

*Molnar, Frankie Z. 

USA 

SSG 

Kontum Province 

May 20, 1967 

*Monroe, James H. 

USA 

PFC 

Bong Son, Floai Nhon 
Province 

Feb. 16, 1967 

*Morgan, William D. 

USMC 

CpI. 

Quang Tri Province 

Feb. 25, 1969 

Morris, Charles B. 

USA 

SGT 

Republic ofVietnam 

June 29, 1966 

* Murray, Robert C. 

USA 

SSG 

Near Hiep Due 

June 7, 1970 

*Nash, David P. 

USA 

PFC 

Giao Due District, Dinh 
Tuong Province 

Dec. 29, 1968 

*Newlin, Melvin E. 

USMC 

PFC 

Quang Nam Province 

July 4, 1967 

(continues) 
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NAME 

SERVICE 

RANK (AT 

TIME OF 

ACTION) 

PLACE 

OF 

ACTION 

DATE OF ACTION 

*Noonan, Thomas P.,Jr. 

USMC 

LCpI. 

Near Vandegrift Combat 
Base, A Shau Valley 

Feb. 5, 1969 

Norris, Thomas R. 

USN 

LT 

QuangTri Province 

Apr. 10-13, 1972 

Novosel, Michael J. 

USA 

CWO 

Kien Tuong Province 

Oct. 2, 1969 

*Olive, Milton L., Ill 

USA 

PFC 

Phu Cuong 

Oct. 22, 1965 

*Olson, Kenneth L. 

USA 

SP4 

Republic ofVietnam 

May 13, 1968 

O’Malley, Robert E. 

USMC 

CpI. 

Near An Cuong 

Aug. 18, 1965 

*Ouellet, David G. 

USN 

SN 

Mekong River 

Mar. 6, 1967 

Patterson, Robert M. 

USA 

SP4 

Near La Chu 

May 6, 1968 

*Paul, Joe C. 

USMC 

LCpI. 

Near Chu Lai 

Aug. 18, 1965 

Penry, Richard A. 

USA 

SGT 

Binh Tuy Province 

Jan. 31, 1970 

*Perkins, William T., Jr. 

USMC 

CpI. 

QuangTri Province 

Oct. 12, 1967 

* Peters, Lawrence D. 

USMC 

Sgt- 

QuangTin Province 

Sept. 4, 1967 

*Petersen, DannyJ. 

USA 

SP4 

Tay Ninh Province 

Jan. 9, 1970 

*Phipps, Jimmy W. 

USMC 

PFC 

Near An Hoa 

May 27, 1969 

* Pierce, Larry S. 

USA 

SGT 

Near Ben Cat 

Sept. 20, 1965 

*Pitsenbarger, William H. 

USAF 

A1C 

Near Cam My 

Apr. 11, 1966 

Pittman, Richard A. 

USMC 

LCpI. 

Near the DMZ 

July 24, 1966 

*Pitts, Riley L. 

USA 

CPT 

Ap Dong 

Oct. 31, 1967 

Pless, Stephen W. 

USMC 

Capt. 

Near Quang Ngai 

Aug. 19, 1967 

*Port, William D. 

USA 

PFC 

Que Son Valley, Heip Due 
Province 

Jan. 12, 1968 

*Poxon, Robert L. 

USA 

1 LT 

Tay Ninh Province 

June 2, 1 969 

*Prom, William R. 

USMC 

LCpI. 

Near An Hoa 

Feb. 9, 1969 

*Pruden, RobertJ. 

USA 

SSG 

Quang Ngai Province 

Nov. 29, 1969 

*Rabel, Laszlo 

USA 

SSG 

Binh Dinh Province 

Nov. 13, 1968 

Rascon, Alfred V. 

USA 

SP4 

Republic ofVietnam 

Mar. 16, 1966 

*Ray, David R. 

USN 

HC2c 

Quang Nam Province 

Mar. 19, 1969 

Ray, Ronald E. 

USA 

1 LT 

la Drang Valley 

June 19, 1966 

*Reasoner, Franks. 

USMC 

1 st Lt. 

Near Da Nang 

July 12, 1965 

*Roark, Anund C. 

USA 

SGT 

Kontum Province 

May 16, 1968 

Roberts, Gordon R. 

USA 

SP4 

ThuaThien Province 

July 11, 1969 

*Robinson, James W., Jr. 

USA 

SGT 

Republic ofVietnam 

Apr. 11, 1966 

Rocco, Louis R. 

USA 

SFC 

Northeast of Katum 

May 24, 1970 

Rogers, Charles C. 

USA 

LTC 

Near Cambodian Border 

Nov. 1, 1968 

*Rubio, Euripides 

USA 

CPT 

Tay Ninh Province 

Nov. 8, 1966 

*Santiago-Colon, Hector 

USA 

SP4 

QuangTri Province 

June 28, 1968 

*Sargent, Ruppert L. 

USA 

1 LT 

Hau Nghia Province 

Mar. 15, 1967 

Sasser, Clarence E. 

USA 

PFC 

Ding Tuong Province 

Jan. 10, 1968 
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NAME 

SERVICE 

RANK (AT 

TIME OF 

ACTION) 

PLACE 

OF 

ACTION 

DATE OF ACTION 

*Seay, William W. 

USA 

SGT 

Near Ap Nhi 

Aug. 25, 1968 

*Shea, Daniel J. 

USA 

PFC 

QuangTri Province 

May 14, 1969 

■^Shields, Marvin G. 

USN 

CB3c 

Dong Xoai 

June 10, 1965 

*Sijan, Lance P. 

USAF 

Capt. 

North Vietnam 

Nov. 9, 1967 

*Sims, Clifford C. 

USA 

SSG 

Near Hue 

Feb. 21, 1968 

*Singleton, Walter K. 

USMC 

s gt- 

Gio Linh District, Quang 

Tri Province 

Mar. 24, 1967 

*Sisler, George K. 

USA 

1LT 

Republic ofVietnam 

Feb. 7, 1967 

*Skidgel, Donald S. 

USA 

SGT 

Near Song Be 

Sept. 14, 1969 

*Smedley, Larry E. 

USMC 

CpI. 

Quang Nam Province 

Dec. 21, 1967 

*Smith, Elmelindo R. 

USA 

SSG 

Republic ofVietnam 

Feb. 16, 1967 

Sprayberry, James M. 

USA 

1 LT 

Republic ofVietnam 

Apr. 25, 1968 

*Steindam, Russell A. 

USA 

1 LT 

Tay Ninh Province 

Feb. 1, 1970 

*Stewart, J i m my G. 

USA 

SSG 

Republic ofVietnam 

May 18, 1966 

Stockdale, James B. 

USN 

Capt. 

Hoa Loa Prison, Hanoi, 
North Vietnam 

Sept. 4, 1969 

*Stone, Lester R.,Jr. 

USA 

SGT 

West of Landing Zone Liz 

Mar. 3, 1969 

*Stout, Mitchell W. 

USA 

SGT 

Khe Gio Bridge 

Mar. 12, 1970 

*Stryker, Robert F. 

USA 

SP4 

Near Loc Ninh 

Nov. 7, 1967 

Stumpf, Kenneth E. 

USA 

SP4 

Near Due Pho 

Apr. 25, 1967 

*Swanson,Jon E. 

USA 

CPT 

Cambodia 

Feb. 26, 1971 

Taylor, James A. 

USA 

1 LT 

West of Que Son 

Nov. 9, 1967 

*Taylor, Karl G., Sr. 

USMC 

SSgt. 

Republic ofVietnam 

Dec. 8, 1968 

Thacker, Brian M. 

USA 

1 LT 

Kontum Province 

Mar. 31, 1971 

Thornton, Michael E. 

USN 

PO 

Republic ofVietnam 

Oct. 31, 1972 

Thorsness, Leo K. 

USAF 

Maj. 

Over North Vietnam 

Apr. 19, 1967 

Vargas, Jay R. 

USMC 

Capt. 

Dai Do 

Apr. 30-May 2, 1968 

*Versace, Humbert R. 

USA 

CPT 

Ca Mau 

Oct. 29, 1963- 
Sept. 26, 1965 

*Warren,John E.,Jr. 

USA 

1 LT 

Tay Ninh Province 

Jan. 14, 1969 

*Watters, Charles J. 

USA 

MAJ 

Dak To 

Nov. 19, 1967 

*Wayrynen, Dale E. 

USA 

SP4 

Quang Ngai Province 

May 18, 1967 

*Weber, Lester W. 

USMC 

LCpI. 

Quang Nam Province 

Feb. 23, 1969 

Wetzel, Gary G. 

USA 

PFC 

Near Ap Dong An 

Jan. 8, 1968 

*Wheat, Roy M. 

USMC 

LCpI. 

Republic ofVietnam 

Aug. 11, 1967 

*Wickam, Jerry W. 

USA 

CPL 

Near Loc Ninh 

Jan. 6, 1968 

*Wilbanks, Hilliard A. 

USAF 

Capt. 

Near Dalat 

Feb. 24, 1967 

*Willett, Louis E. 

USA 

PFC 

Kontum Province 

Feb. 15, 1967 

Williams, Charles Q. 

USA 

2LT 

Dong Xoai 

June 9-10, 1965 

^Williams, DewayneT. 

USMC 

PFC 

Quang Nam Province 

Sept. 18, 1968 

Williams, James E. 

USN 

POI 

Mekong River 

Oct. 31, 1966 


(continues) 
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Medal of Honor Recipients- 
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NAME 

SERVICE 

RANK (AT 

TIME OF 

ACTION) 

PLACE 

OF 

ACTION 

DATE OF ACTION 

*Wilson, Alfred M. 

USMC 

PFC 

QuangTri Province 

Mar. 3, 1969 

*Winder, David F. 

USA 

PFC 

Republic ofVietnam 

May 13, 1970 

*Worley, Kenneth L. 

USMC 

LCpI. 

Bo Ban, Quang Nam 

Province 

Aug. 12, 1968 

Wright, Raymond R. 

USA 

SP4 

Ap Bac Zone 

May 2, 1967 

*Yabes, Maximo 

USA 

1SG 

Near Phu Hoa Dong 

Feb. 26, 1967 

*Yano, RodneyJ. T. 

USA 

SFC 

Near Bien Hoa 

Jan. 1, 1969 

*Yntema, Gordon D. 

USA 

SGT 

NearThong Binh 

Jan. 16-18, 1968 

Young, Gerald O. 

USAF 

Capt. 

Khe Sanh 

Nov. 9, 1967 

*Young, Marvin R. 

USA 

SSG 

Near Ben Cui 

Aug. 21, 1968 

Zabitosky, Fred W. 

USA 

SSG 

Republic ofVietnam 

Feb. 19, 1968 


Abbreviations to List of Medal of Honor Recipients 



A1C 

Airman First Class 

PSgt. 

Platoon Sergeant 

Capt. 

Captain (USN, USMC, USAF) 

Pvt. 

Private 

CB3c 

Construction Mechanic Third Class 

SFC 

Sergeant First Class 

Col. 

Colonel 

Sgt. 

Sergeant (USMC) 

CpI. 

Corporal 

SGT 

Sergeant (USA) 

CPT 

Captain (USA) 

SN 

Seaman 

CWO 

ChiefWarrant Officer 

SP4 

Specialist Fourth Class 

GSgt. 

Gunnery Sergeant 

SP5 

Specialist Fifth Class 

HC2c 

Hospital Corpsman Second Class 

SP6 

Specialist Sixth Class 

HC3c 

Hospital Corpsman Third Class 

SSG 

Staff Sergeant (USA) 

LCpI. 

Lance Corporal 

SSgt. 

Staff Sergeant (USMC) 

LT 

Lieutenant 

1 LT 

First Lieutenant (USA) 

LTC 

Lieutenant Colonel (USA) 

1 st Lt. 

First Lieutenant (USMC, USAF) 

LtCol. 

Lieutenant Colonel (USMC, USAF) 

1SG 

First Sergeant 

LtCdr. 

Lieutenant Commander 

2LT 

Second Lieutenant (USA) 

LTGg) 

Lieutenant (junior grade) 

2nd Lt. 

Second Lieutenant (USMC) 

Maj. 

Major (USMC, USAF) 

USA 

U.S. Army 

MAJ 

Major (USA) 

USAF 

U.S. Air Force 

MSgt. 

Master Sergeant 

USMC 

U.S. Marine Corps 

PFC 

Private First Class 

USN 

U.S. Navy 

PO 

Petty Officer 

USNR 

U.S. Naval Reserve 

POIc 

Boatswain’s Mate First Class 




Sources: Marc Leepson, ed. Webster’s New World Dictionary of the Vietnam War (New York: Simon & Schuster Mac¬ 
millan, 1 999), pp. 579-587. U.S. Army Center of Military History. “Medal of Honor,” available online. URL: 
www.history.army.mil/moh.html. Accessed October 19, 2008. 
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Indochina War, 1946-1954 
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Vietnam War, 1962-1975 
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Ho Chi Minh Trail, 1965-1973 
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U.S. Tactical Zones and Operations in Vietnam, 1968-1970 
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North Vietnamese Air Defenses, 1969-1972 
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Air Assault on North Vietnam, 1972 
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